PARISH COUNCIL NEWS – JULY/A|UGUST 2010

ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCILLORS

The following have recently been elected as Councillors:

Mrs. Julia. Hammett, Hurst Rise Road and Mrs. Anissa Schlichting, Hutchcomb Road.

LOUIE MEMORIAL PLAYING FIELDS - UPDATE

Hard work on the part of  the Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committee who are responsible for the Louie Memorial Playing Fields, Copse and Fenland is now starting to pay dividends for the community.  This follows the receipt of further grants and contributions towards environmental improvements in the Louie Memorial Copse and Fenlands and a new Multi-Games Area and Fitness Trail in the ‘Upper’ playing field. 

How will the Projects be Financed 

The Parish Council has now raised approximately £180,000 in external grants/contributions to cover the costs of the works and remains committed to its aim of providing improved recreational and leisure facilities for residents, the latest being a Section 106 contribution of £67,000 allocated by the Vale, exclusively for the provision of a Multi-Games Area.     
Multi-Games Area and Fitness Trail

Having re-furbished equipment in the children's play area in the lower playing field, these two new projects are aimed at addressing the lack of  recreational equipment for older children, a fact Councillors are regularly reminded of.  The projects had been identified in the consultation exercise undertaken for the Parish Council by Matthew Arnold School.   It is hoped that work will start on both projects shortly.  (Please see the attached model diagram of the Multi-Games Area) 
Skatebowl

The Parish Council has received notification from the Council’s insurers Independent Assessor stating ‘We are satisfied that the damage sustained to the skatebowl has rendered the item beyond repair’.  Regrettably, the Council has to report that insurers have discharged their responsibilities by settling the claim, which means that the Parish Council no longer has insurance cover for the skatebowl and will have to fill it in as soon as it is practical to do so.  Further notices have been placed around the skatebowl advising people of that position and the fact that it must not be used.  The Parish Council has a legal obligation to provide insurance cover on its play and recreational equipment and where it is refused the equipment must  not be used but removed, or in the case of the skatebowl be filled in as soon as is it possible to do so. 

The Parish Council will earmark the insurance settlement towards the provision of new skatepark facilities, and will now start the process of investigating skatepark alternatives and other forms of grant funding to pay for or towards the cost of a new facility, which will be aimed at providing skateboard facilities for all age groups and experiences, rather than the bowl facilities that Councillors have been told did not encourage people wishing to learn the sport due to the difficulty in using the facility, which is aimed at more experienced users.  The Parish Council will, when relevant information is know, consult on possible schemes and location.
Environmental Improvements in the Fenland

The Parish Council wishes to place on record its thanks for the excellent advice and guidance given by the environmental experts who are involved in the project to protect the rare and dying fenland to ensure that it can be enjoyed by future generations. The works need to be undertaken during summer months when the fenland is at it driest, so allowing the machinery to be taken on site to reduce damage to the peaty soil and to allow the re-growth of natural-erosion prevention measures before winter rain. 

As a result of the specialist reports and recommendations, the Trust for Oxfordshire Environment (TOE) has agreed to fund the fenland works and the Parish Council will be funding a viewing (dipping) platform and path to allow children from local schools to use the area for educational purposes. This will increase their understanding and appreciation of local nature and wildlife.  The educational viewing (dipping) platform will be erected at the edge of the fen, and be accessed by a short crushed limestone path.  Limestone is to be used because it is the native rock under the soil and will provide the right chemistry for water percolating through to reach the fen.  

Increased water levels in the fenland would ensure that where fenland is dying, this will be reversed and will ensure that it survives and thrives for many generations to come.  Controlled water flow arrangements will reduce the ongoing problem of flooding in gardens down from the copse and fenland when there is exceptional rainfall.     

Importantly, to safeguard its future, a planned maintenance programme from experts has been commissioned.

Before the works started two of the environmental experts visited the site where the work will be undertaken to check for any nests in the vicinity of the works.  This information has been passed to the people supervising the works, who in turn will relay it to the contractor to ensure care is taken not to disturb any nesting birds wherever possible.  

A copy of this article can also be viewed on the Parish Council Web-Site

NHPC GARDEN COMPETITION 2010

 Judging for the best garden and hanging basket viewed from the street takes place on 3 July, and all properties (except businesses and flats complexes) are automatically included - no entry forms required.  We noted last year more gardeners had made an effort to brighten up the community and more letters of appreciation were received from winners and those who were awarded Highly Commended status.  So please do not be concerned if a group of people seem to take an undue interest at your property, it could mean good news!  None of the Judges live in our community, so thankfully the final decisions are out of the hands of NHPC.  Have you time to add a pot or two as they are judged as part of the garden and not separately?

SCHEDULED PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS IN JULY/AUGUST 2009                          

(All meetings will be held in the Seacourt Hall, Botley)  

8th July 

Planning Committee  (7.45pm)                                                                     15th July 

Parish Council  (8.00pm)

29th July
                Planning Committee (7.45pm)

19th August 
Planning Committee  (7.45pm)  (If needed)

