NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2007, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport and Councillors Mrs. J. P. Bartlam, 


E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, G. P. Parkhurst, P. C. Pheysey-Jones, and T Whiting.

                               Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones left the meeting at 9.00pm before item 07/55/9 Reports from Chairs of Other Committees.  

                               Councillor P. C. Stevens joined the meeting at 9.10pm during item 07/55/9 Reports from Chairs of Other Committees. 

Others Present:     District Councillor T. Quinlan, Mrs. V. Warner, D. Miller, R. Newport and A. J. Stone 

                              (Parish Clerk).

07/47     
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Q. Khan, Mrs. J. Godden, 

                  M. Harper, P. C. Stevens and District Councillor Mrs. J. Shepherd.      

07/48   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


There were no declarations of interest. 

07/49
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                
 There were no items raised by members of the public. 

07/50
URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

                  There was no urgent business.  

07/51
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

            i).  a). The PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 19th July 2007, were AGREED as 

                       an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.


                  b). The SPECIAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 16th August 2007, to 

                       discuss play equipment quotations for a ‘Big Lottery Bid’ were AGREED as 

                       an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.


           ii).   The PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS held on: -

                  a). Thursday 5th July 2007, were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of 

                       the Parish Council.             
                  b). Thursday 26th July 2007, were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of 

                       the Parish Council.     

                  c). Thursday 16th August 2007, were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the    

                       Chairman of the Parish Council.     

07/52
APPROVAL/COSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES

            i).  a). The SPECIAL PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING held on 16th August 

                       2007, to discuss play equipment quotations for a ‘Big Lottery Bid’ were AGREED as 

                       an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.


07/53         CO-OPTION OF A PARISH COUNCILLOR 

                  The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport welcomed Mrs. Valerie Warner and introduced her to the meeting.  Mrs. Warner confirmed she would be willing to sign and abide by the Local Government Code of Conduct and then gave a brief address to Councillors in support of her application for co-option to the Parish Council.  Mrs. Warner then left the meeting.  Following a short discussion Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes proposed and Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones seconded the resolution that ‘Mrs. Valerie Warner be co-opted as a Councillor to North Hinksey Parish Council until May 2011’.  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.  


Mrs. Warner returned to the meeting and was informed of the Council’s decision.                     

                  Action:  The Clerk to deliver the necessary forms for Mrs. Warner to complete and return.


07/54        CLERKS REPORT





Councillors NOTED the following: -      

1).   Playing Fields

 a).  Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks – Update

       i).  Tony Honey had reported that the play equipment was in working order.

      ii).  ROSPA had undertaken its annual safety inspection, details of which were 

             considered by the Playing Fields Sub-Committee prior to this meeting.  
2). 
Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents, Advice and Correspondence  – Details for 

        Councillors Information

     a).  Further information could be obtained from the Clerk: -

· The Big Lottery (Sports England) grant application for £65,000 had been submitted and it was expected that a decision would be made either in December 2007 or January 2008.

· The external audit report from BDO Stoy Hayward had been received and would be 

            considered at agenda item 07/55/1.   

· A grant application for £1,000 (maximum grant) had been made to the O2 

            Community Landscape Award process as a contribution towards the costs of 

            improving the copse area.  The Council had been promised a decision by the end of 

            September 2007.

· A water source to feed the proposed ponds in the copse had been identified.

· Remembrance Day guest letters had now been sent and Robin Birch, Deputy 

            Lieutenant of Oxfordshire had kindly agreed to be the Speaker. 

· The Parish Council had received a note from Pc Jimmy May to say that 3 people had 

             been arrested for criminal damage in the locality and that further arrests were likely. 

· The County Council had informed the Council that the earlier consultation on its  

‘Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework’ consultation would shortly be published on its website at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy
· The V.W.H.D.C. had invoiced the Parish Council £1,990.30 for arranging the election on 3rd May 2007.

· The V.W.H.D.C. had sent the Council a ‘Flooding Information Pack to assist people whose homes had been affected by the recent floods.  Copies of the pack could be downloaded from the Vales website at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk 

· The V.W.H.D.C. had sent the Council a copy of the areas/properties within North Hinksey that had been flooded in July 2007.  The accuracy of the areas identified would be considered at the Highways Sub-Committee meeting.

· The V.W.H.D.C. had informed the Council that it would be rewriting its ‘Statement of Licensing Policy’.  Copies of the policy could be inspected at their district offices or via www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
· A copy of a letter to the V.W.H.D.C. had been received from Mr. Roworth, Willowbrook, North Hinksey Lane, requesting that the roadside waste bin opposite St. Lawrence Church, North Hinksey Lane, be re-instated.  The Clerk had informed the Vale that the Parish Council supports this request.   

07/55       COUNCIL MATTERS

                1).    Annual Return for the Year Ended 31st March 2007

 Councillors NOTED the comments of the external auditor (white paper) and considered the 

 finalised Annual Return and Statement for 2006/2007 (yellow paper).  The Clerk explained 

 the external auditors reasons for commenting on the level of ‘Fidelity Guarantee’ insurance 

 and asked Councillors to agree an increase to cover the current level of balances.  Councillors 

 also NOTED that a copy of the accounts and a ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ was being 

 displayed on the Jubilee noticeboard for a period of 14 days.  

 Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes seconded the resolution 

 that ‘Council NOTES the comments of the external auditor, APPROVES and 

 ACCEPTS the finalised Annual Return and Statement for 2006/2007 (yellow paper) 

 and ASKS the Clerk to increase the level of ‘Fidelity Guarantee’ insurance to cover the 

 existing level of balances.  Once the balances, currently held for the re-development of 

 the playing fields areas are used, then the Clerk should reduce the level of ‘Fidelity 

 Guarantee’ insurance accordingly’.

                        Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.  


                         Action:  The Clerk to increase the level of ‘Fidelity Guarantee’ insurance.

       2).    Code of Conduct – The Standards Board for England

               Councillors CONSIDERED the new version of the ‘Councillors Code of Conduct’, which 



was applicable to Members of the Council and NOTED that it had to be adopted and notified 

               to the V.W.H.D.C. before the end of September 2007.  Copies of the ‘New Model Code’ had 

               been previously circulated to Councillors by the Clerk June 2006 (The Code of Conduct – 

               Guide for Members, May 2007 (orange/brown cover)) 

               The Chairman, Mrs. B. Newport summarised the most significant changes in the code.  

               Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport proposed and the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council, 

               G. P. Parkhurst seconded the following resolution ‘that Council AGREES to adopt the 

               full version of ‘The Code of Conduct – Guide for Members, May 2007’ as recommended 

               by the Standards Board for England’. 

               Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.  
                Action:  The Clerk to inform the V.W.H.D.C. decision.

3).    Asset Register and Risk Management Schedules

Councillors CONSIDERED the Clerk’s report on ‘Risk Management Responsibilities 

and Schedules’ (Blue paper) and REVIEWED the attached Asset Register and Risk 

Assessment Schedules.

Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes proposed and Councillor Mrs. J. Bartlam seconded the 

resolution ‘that Council is SATISFIED that all major assets have been identified and 

that the relevant risks are identified in the following action plans to avoid/reduce or 

control risks and their consequences. 

i).  The Schedule of Council Assets,  (Pink paper)

 ii).  The Schedule of Financial Administration Risks  (White paper) 

 iii).  The ‘Schedule of Assets and Risk Assessment (Insurance)’ paper. (Green paper)

                Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.  
4).    Review of Polling Districts and Places

        Councillors CONSIDERED the attached Vale of the White Horse District Council’s paper on the adequacy of polling districts and the number of polling stations and had no further comments to make.  
5).   Vacancy for a Member of the Independent Remuneration Panel (VWHDC)

         Councillors are not aware of any resident who wished to be nominated for this vacancy.  

  6).   Response from the V.W.H.D.C. In-Relation to Planning Application NHI/19742/1 

          29 West Way, Botley – Determination Condition 4

          The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council had not received a corrected copy of the decision 

          notice to reverse the incorrect version of condition 4 which currently gave permission for 

          vehicular access to a car free development.  The Clerk then read the following: -

          Parish Council Meeting held on 19th July 2007

          ‘District Councillor T. Quinlan explained that he had spoken to M. Deans of the Vale’s 

          Planning Department and had been told the inclusion of clause 4 in the decision notice was an 

          error.  The clause 4 reference related to the original application and had been inadvertently 

          included in the current application.  District Councillor T. Quinlan informed that meeting that 

          he had been advised that the error would be rectified.   

          The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport asked that the Vale sent a 

          corrected decision notice to the Parish Clerk.  District Councillor T. Quinlan confirmed that 

          he would request M. Deans to forward a corrected copy of the decision notice bearing in 

          mind the sensitivity of the approved application’.
          The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport and Councillors E. Batts 

          and P. Pheysey-Jones expressed their extreme disappointment that Martin Deans had not 

          acted upon District Councillor T. Quinlan’s instruction, especially as he was the Chairman of 

          the Vale’s Development Control Committee and it concerned a matter that has caused some 

          considerable concern in the community.

          District Councillor Quinlan confirmed that he had raised the issue of the incorrect clause 4 on 

          a couple of occasions with Martin Deans to progress and had also asked that he rang the 

          Clerk to let him know what was happening.  District Councillor Quinlan could not offer an 

          explanation why his instructions had not been followed.  On seeing the agenda item on this 

          agenda he tried ringing Martin Deans but was informed he was on holiday until Monday 17th 

          September 2007.

          Councillors were also concerned by the volume and size of vehicles delivering materials etc. 

          which parked on the pavements and the double yellow lines outside the site for considerable 

          lengths of time.  This caused numerous ongoing problems for both pedestrians, who often 

          had to walk into the busy road to get past, and motorists due to the site proximity to the 

          junction of North Hinksey Lane and West Way and traffic from the A34 slip and Botley/West

          Way roads. 


          Councillor Mrs. J. Bartlam proposed and Councillor T. Whiting seconded the 

          resolution that the Parish Council should: -

          a).  ‘Write a letter of complaint to T. Stock, Chief Executive, V.W.H.D.C., as the 

                incorrectly issued clause 4 of the sensitive decision notice for 29 West Way had not 

                been corrected and in the knowledge that District Councillor T. Quinlan, as 

                Chairman of the Development Control Committee had confirmed he had, as early 

                as the middle of July 2007 and subsequently on a later date, requested that the 

                decision note be corrected and a revised copy sent to the Parish Council.   

          b).  That the V.W.H.D.C. should be asked to undertake pro-action enforcement action 

                 due to the considerable disruption caused by vehicles visiting the car free site and 

                 having to park on the pavements and the double yellow lines outside the site for 

                 considerable lengths of time.  This caused numerous ongoing problems for both 

                 pedestrians, who often had to walk into the busy road to get past, and motorists due 

                 to the site proximity to the junction of North Hinksey Lane and West Way and 

                 traffic from the A34 slip and Botley/West Way roads’. 
 

                        Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.  

          Action:  The Clerk to write to T. Stock, Chief Executive of the V.W.H.D.C.
  7).   Pavement Parking in North Hinksey Lane

         The Chairman of the Highways Sub-Committee, Councillor G. P. Parkhurst reported that cars 

          were again being parked at the entrance to Willow Walk as a parcel of land was not covered 

          by wooden bollards.  The parked vehicles not only blocked access to the pavement but also 

          forced pedestrians into the road to get passed.  

          He had spoken to the Southern Area, County Depot and had been advised to apply to the 

          County Council’s Landscape Division to see if they could arrange for a large flowerpot to be 

          put in a strategic position to block vehicular access to the said land.


 Action:  Councillor Parkhurst to raise the problem at the November 2007 meeting of the 

          Botley Traffic Advisory Committee. 

   8).  Your Vale, Your Future 

         Councillors NOTED that the V.W.H.D.C. had invited up to 3 members of the Parish Council 

         to take part in the annual Town and Parish Council’s planning event on 9th October 2007, at 

         the Wantage Civic Hall, between 7.00 – 9.00pm.  

         It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that the following Councillors would represent the 

         Council at the Your Vale, Your Future meeting: - 

         Councillors G. Parkhurst (Vice-Chairman of the Council), P. C. Stevens (Chairman of 

         the Planning Committee) and T. Whiting (member of the Planning Committee).

          Action:  The Clerk to notify the V.W.H.D.C.
          9).
Reports from Chairs of Other Committees  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

 i).  PLANNING COMMITTEE


       Councillor Mrs. B. Newport reminded the meeting that Councillor P. Stevens would be

       bringing a draft letter to the V.W.H.D.C. on the finding of a recent survey undertaken by

       Oxford City Council on new build housing mix.  


ii). 
ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 

      The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. J. Laver informed the meeting that Tony Honey would probably not be continuing next year with his hedge cutting duties in North Hinksey Lane.   

 iii). 
HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE



  
 The Chairman, Councillor G. Parkhurst briefly summarised the discussion that had taken place on flooding issues including reviewing a map for the V.W.H.D.C. of flooded areas within the parish.  Representatives of the Parish Plan Working Group had attended to discuss highways issues.  

 iv).  FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE    

        Nothing to report.

 

   iv).  PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE

          The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts reminded the meeting that the lottery bid had been submitted and a water source had been found in the lower playing field copse area.

   v).   LOUIE MEMORIAL PAVILION TRUST

          The Acting Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport reported that the music practice booking had fallen away and that costs were now exceeding income.  If the level of booking did not improve then the committee would have to consider mothballing the building.

vi).  REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE

        The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts reported that arrangements were progressing, all 

        invitations had been sent out and Robin Birch, Deputy Lieutenant of Oxfordshire had agreed to undertake the Speakers role.  Councillor N. Khan was investigating a Muslim contact point for an invitation to attend and officiate in the service.    

vii).  BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

        The Chairman, Councillor G. Parkhurst informed the meeting that its next meeting was 

        scheduled for Thursday 15th November 2007.  

   

      viii).  SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

                The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport informed the meeting that the AGM was 

                arranged for Wednesday 19th September 2007.


        ix).
WEB MASTERS REPORT

     
    Councillors were concerned that parts of the web-site remained out of date and requested 

               that a meeting of the group was arranged as a matter of urgency to discuss this. 

               Councillors asked that the group report back to the next meeting of the Parish Council 

               on 18th October.

         x).  PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP

               The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts informed the meeting that representatives of their 

               Transport Working Group had attended a meeting of the Council’s Highways Sub-

               Committee.  The Steering Group were busy arranging a ‘Christmas Shopping Event’ in 

               the shopping precinct on Friday 23rd November 2007, between 4.00pm and 8.00pm.  

        xi).  NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP

               Councillors Mrs. B. Newport and P. Stevens (the Parish Council N.A.G. representatives)    

               Informed the meeting that the County Council, Parish Councils and the TV Police were 

 

   working together to pool resources against local crime.  At the last meeting of the group a 

               talk had been held on the ‘Community Payback Scheme’, where offenders work for the 

               community.  The project provided the tools and the benefiting organisation the materials.  

               It was felt that such a scheme might be beneficial to the Parish Council in the copse 

               clearance project and removing weeds etc from N.H.N.R. 

               The N.A.G. representatives had invited Pc Jimmy May to a future P. C. meeting. 

07/56       REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.



District Councillor T. Quinlan informed the meeting that the V.W.H.D.C. had held an 



Extraordinary Council meeting to discuss the recent flooding and associated issues.  He felt that 



the meeting was extremely useful and resulted in many positive contributions.  One item flagged 



was the need for regular ditch clearance, but in doing so there would be other negative knock-on 

                 effects.  The Vale accepted that there were a number of lessons it needed to learn from the last 

                 flooding problem, especially in the way it organised its prevention and relief work.



Councillor Batts reported that he had attended the meeting as a member of the public and had been 

                 extremely disappointed that neither District Councillors Quinlan or Mrs J. Shepherd as our local 

                 elected representatives mentioned any reference to the major problems in the North Hinksey and  

                 Botley areas.  
 07/57       OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED.

   Oxon C.C.


Newsletters  - July and August 2007

   Oxon C.C.


Minerals & Waste Local Development Framework - Update

   V.W.H.D.C.


Flooding Information Pack

   V.W.H.D.C.


Draft Flooding Maps

   ROSPA


Annual playing field safety inspection report.

   Botley & North Hinksey 
Thank You letter for grant aid

   Over 60’s Club

   Botley Townswomen’s Guild  Thank You letter for grant aid

   Oxon Assn for the Blind
Thank You letter for grant aid

   NALC


Direct Information Service – 30/7, 13/8, and 27/8

   O.R.C.C.


Annual General Meeting details  

   Oxon Playing Fields Assn.
Annual General meeting details

   B.B.O.W.T.


Upper Thames Update newsletter – September 2007

   B.B.O.W.T.


Financial Report to 31/3/2007, Annual General Meeting details,






Wildlife News Magazine and Diary – September 2007

   The Wildlife Trust

Wild Bird Food Catalogue

   MacMillan Cancer Support
‘Biggest Coffee Morning’ details

                              Oxon C.C.
Home 2 School newsletter – autumn 2007


   NALC
DIS newsletter 10/9/2007

07/58       ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.



Ch. No.
Payee


Expenditure



              Amount  


  101480
N. Hinksey Over 60’s Club
Grant Aid 2007/2008 (Section 137 expenditure)
£  150.00


  101481
Botley Townswomen’s
Grant Aid 2007/2008 (Section 137 expenditure)
£  100.00




Guild




101482
Oxon Assn for the Blind
Grant Aid 2007/2008 (Section 137 expenditure)
£  180.00



101483
Graham Sillman

Removal of dead trees in Lower playing field
£  896.00  





and copse



101484
Staples UK Ltd.

Stationery supplies & postage weighing scales
£  134.16

               101485
Graham Sillman

Repair fencing, remove graffiti, fit safety 
£  919.00








fencing, reposition bins and signs NHNR,








 repair fencing and remove rubbish from 








allotments

101486
T. H. Neale

Cutting grass at village green, churchyard,
£   144.00








allotments and NHNR  - July 2007



101487
A. J. Baxter


Grass cutting at playing fields – July 2007 
£   381.45 


  101488
B.B.O.W.T.

Membership subscription 2007/2008

£     46.00 


  101489
Graham Sillman

Quarterly playing fields inspection, roll football
£   126.00








pitch, supply anti-climb paint 

               101490      A. R. Honey

Litter picking, safety checks etc. for period 
£   111.00








2/8/2007-29/8/2007 - 4 weeks @ £27.00 +








plastic bags

               101491
M. Rankin


P/T caretaker at Pavilion – August 2007   
£   132.30


  101492
E. Batts


Reimbursement of lottery bid photocopies
£     11.75

               101493
A. J. Stone


Net salary August 2007 and 50% contribution 
£1,166.60

                                                                              to broadband

               101494   
BDO Stoy Hayward LLP
External audit fee 2006/2007 


£   470.00
101495
V.W.H.D.C.

May 2007 Election fee



£1,990.30

               101496
Playsafe Ltd.

Playground annual inspection fee

£   141.00


  101497
A. J. Baxter


Playing fields grass cutting – August 2007
£   332.76

               101498
Christopher Strong

Water divining fee  - Lower PF copse

£   125.00

               101499
M. Rankin


P/T caretaker at Pavilion - September 2007
£   132.30

               101500
A. R. Honey

Litter picking, safety checks etc. for period 
£   135.00








30/8/2007 – 3/10/20047 - 5 weeks @ £27.00 

               101501
HM Revenue & Customs
Income tax and NI for July, August and 

£1,965.95








September 2007  


  101502
A. J. Stone 


Net salary – September + travel claim and 50%
£1,203.26








contribution to broadband.
 


  101503
V.W.H.D.C.

Servicing dog bins – 2/4/2007-29/6/2007
£   138.62

101504
T. H. Neale

Cutting grass at village green, churchyard,









allotments and NHNR  - August 2007

£   292.00
             

                                                                                           Total Expenditure                 £11,424.45

 07/59       DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 

         27th September 2007 
  Allotments Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

         27th September 2007
 
  Planning Committee  (7.30pm)

 

               11th October 2007
  Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

               11th October 2007
  Planning Committee  (7.30pm)

               18th October 2007 
  Remembrance Day Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)

               18th October 2007   
  Council  (8.00pm)



         The meeting closed at 9.25pm



