NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2006, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts and Councillors M. Baker, I. Battersby,

                               Mrs A. Dykes, S. Elliott, G. A. Griffiths, P. R. Massey, Mrs. B. A. Newport, 


Mrs. J. C. Laver, G. P. Parkhurst, P. C. Pheysey-Jones and P. C. Stevens.

Others Present:   
   County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden, Mr. D. Miller, M/s A. MacKeith and A. J. Stone 

                               (Parish Clerk).

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor E. Batts congratulated Councillor G. A. Griffiths on his 60th 

Wedding Anniversary.

06/66     
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


An apology was received from District Councillor T. Quinlan.

06/67   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


There were no declarations of interest. 

06/68     
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                
 There were no matters raised by members of the public.

06/69
 URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

There were no matters of urgent business.

06/70
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

             i).   The PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 19th October 2006, were 

                    AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.
 


ii).   The PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS held on:



   a). Thursday 28th September 2006, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 

                          Chairman of the Parish Council.



   b). Thursday 9th November 2006, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 

                          Chairman of the Parish Council.

06/71
  APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES


  i).  The FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING held on

                    Thursday 23rd November 2006, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 

                    Chairman of the Parish Council.                 

06/72         CLERK’S REPORT



Councillors NOTED the following: -


  1). Playing Fields

 Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update

 That Tony Honey had reported that all the play and recreational equipment was in working 

 order.

  2).  Playing Fields Public Consultation Exercise – Seacourt Hall    

 That the Playing Fields Sub-Committee would be undertaking a public consultation exercise 

 on the proposed re-development of the ‘Louie Memorial Playing Fields’, in the Seacourt 

 Hall, from 9.30am to 12.30pm on Saturday 9th December 2006.  

  3).  Part-Time Caretaker – Louie Memorial Playing Fields    

        That Robin McDonald, the part-time caretaker at the Pavilion, was in hospital and would 

        probably be unavailable to re-commence duties for a number of months.  Councillors asked 

        the Clerk to convey their best wishes to Robin.  The Clerk had arranged for Murray Rankin to 

        undertake the duties during Robin’s absence from work.

  4).  Christmas Lights

        That representatives of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee had arranged for Graham 

        Sillman to install the Christmas lights around the Seacourt Hall building rather than in the 

        tree outside the hall.  The Chairman of the Hall Committee, Mrs. A. Dykes would arrange for 

        the Christmas lights to be put up in the inside the building.     

06/73         COUNCIL MATTERS

         1).  Flooding Problems in Old Botley

               M/s Ag MacKeith attended the meeting and briefed Councillors on the recent works

 

undertaken to address the problem of flooding in Old Botley. M/s MacKeith read out a letter 

               she had sent to the authorities thanking them for the work they had undertaken to address the 

               flooding issue and commented how nice it was to send a well done rather than a complaints 

               letter. She also took the opportunity to thank District Councillor Mrs. Newport and the 

               V.W.H.D.C. for the work they had undertaken in getting the various agencies including the 

       County Council and Environment Agency together to discuss and undertaken works to address the flooding issue 



A further drainage problem had been identified in that it had been discovered that the   

               drainage system behind the McDonald’s restaurant was blocked as a result of solidified fat 

               from the restaurant.  The problem had been brought to their attention and a request had been 

               made for them to resolve the problem.  M/s MacKeith also mentioned that residents believed 

               that the flooding problem was also accentuated by the excess of silt in the Seacourt Stream.  

               This meant that once the flood water in the Seacourt Stream rose above a certain level, the 

               pressure of water was such that it back flowed along the small stream at the back of their 

               houses as an escape route for the excess water.





M/s MacKeith agreed to send a copy of her letter to the Clerk and indicate where she 

               believed the Seacourt Stream should be dredged.



Action:  Once received the Clerk would write to the Environment Agency asking them to 

               dredge the Seacourt Stream at Old Botley.

         2).  North Hinksey Nature Reserve – R.O.S.P.A. Report

               The Chairman of the Allotments Sub-Committee, Councillor Mrs J.C. Laver circulated a   

               paper explaining what action the Allotments Sub-Committee had taken to address safety and

               other issues identified in the recent R.O.S.P.A. report.  Councillor Mrs. Laver also informed 

               the meeting that she would approach BBOWT for guidance and a list of local ponds that she 

               would visit with the Clerk to determine what safety measures had been taken at each site.  

               The O.P.F.A. and the O.A.L.C. would be contacted to determine what advice they gave in 

               relation to pond safety. 


        The Allotments Sub-Committee acknowledged the need to provide adequate safety measures 

               to ensure requirements under the Council’s insurance policy were complied with.  There was 

               however a problem in obtaining advice on adequate measurers as national and local bodies 

               would not specify minimum requirements for the fear of possible litigation based on their 

               advice.


               Councillor Mrs. Laver informed the meeting that she had visited the pond areas in the 

               University Parks and Cumnor village and neither site had a life-belt.

                Action:  Councillor Mrs. Laver to report on progress at the December 2006 meeting of 

                the Parish Council.



   3).  Schedule of Council and Sub-Committee Meetings for the Financial Year 2007/2008

 Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED the circulated timetable of meeting dates for 

 2007/2008, without amendment, subject to any changes that a new Council may wish to

 make after May 2007.

  4).  Better Ways to School – North Hinksey Lane Primary School – Informal Consultation

 Councillors debated the proposals and highlighted that the: -

 a).  bollards shown in North Hinksey Lane were in the wrong place.

 b).  the bus stop in Westminster Way near the Raleigh Park Road entrance to the sub-way 

under the A34 would need moving to allow the creation of the proposed Zebra crossing. 

Councillors Baker and Parkhurst also informed the meeting that residents in North Hinksey 

Lane believed that additional safety measures should be undertaken at the point where a child 

had been involved in a recent accident in North Hinksey Lane.  

Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to support the County Council’s proposals 

including the use of charcoal coloured antiskid surfacing on the approaches to the

proposed Zebra crossing. 

Action:  The Clerk to inform the County Council of the Parish Council’s comments and

decision. 
   5).  Community Policing/Neighbourhood Action Meeting – Matthew Arnold School  
                         Councillor E. Batts, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport and the Parish Clerk summarised events at 

                         the meeting.  They were disappointed at the lack of public attendance, especially as there 

were many issues that concerned the Parishioners of both North Hinksey and Cumnor Parish 

                         Council areas.  Council representatives did their best to identify the many issues and it was 

                         agreed that the following concerns should be taken forward to the first meeting of the 

                         Neighbourhood Action Group for the area: -

· anti-social behaviour, including excess drinking

· anti-social driving

· vandalism


     6).  Request for a Parish Noticeboard – North Hinksey C.E. School

                    
 Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones reminded councillors that the Parish council already had two 

                         noticeboards near the school, at the junction of Yarnells Road and North Hinksey Lane and in 


  the lane by the allotments, which ran between the Southern By Pass and North Hinksey 

                         Lane.  Councillor Pheysey-Jones felt that there was no justification for a further noticeboard 

                         in the vicinity of the school.  Councillors M. Baker and P. R. Massey supported the idea of 

                         providing the school with a noticeboard for Parish Council matters.  


 Councillor S. Elliott suggested that Councillors considered re-locating one of the Council’s 

                         existing noticeboards if the school genuinely wanted one for Parish Council matters. 

                         Councillor Pheysey-Jones believed that if the school wanted a community board that was the 

                         responsibility of the County Council and should be purchased from the school’s capitation 

                         allowance.  

                         Councillors were unclear whether the school was looking for a community or a Parish 

                         Council noticeboard and asked the Clerk to contact the school for clarification.


 Action:  The Clerk to contact the school for clarification on the nature/use of the proposed 

                         noticeboard.  


     7).  Councillor G. A. Griffiths

                         The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor E. Batts thanked Councillor G. A. Griffiths 

                         for all his hard work as a Parish Councillor and in particular as Chairman of the Council’s 

                         Planning Committee, over what was nearly 24 years service. 


Councillors wished him well for the future as his move to Warwick was imminent.


     8).  Reports from Chairs of Other Committees  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

 i).  PLANNING COMMITTEE




Nothing to report.

ii). 
ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 

      The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Laver informed the meeting that all the rent reminders had been sent out and there were only 10 outstanding rents.   

 iii). 
HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE




 Nothing to report.

 iv).  FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE    

         The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts informed the meeting that the sub-committee had met and would be recommending a budget for 2007/2008 to the December meeting of the Parish Council



   iv).  PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE

        The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts reminded the meeting that there would be a public consultation meeting in the Seacourt Hall, Botley, on Saturday 9th December 2006, to discuss proposals to redevelop the Louie Memorial ‘Upper’ and ‘Lower’ playing fields.

    v).  LOUIE MEMORIAL PAVILION TRUST




 The Chairman, Councillor Mrs Newport informed the meeting that the boilers that heated water for the showers had now been serviced.  Warburton’s had looked at the Potterton boiler that heated the Pavilion and had found that its carbon dioxide emission levels were too high and as such had condemned it.  Councillor Newport had received a quote for a new boiler of £2,550 (incl. VAT) and £250 (incl. VAT) to drain and flush out the radiators.  




 An electrical check had been undertaken which had highlighted a problem with one of the circuits.  Remedial work would be undertaken to resolve the problem.  Councillor Mrs. Newport was still waiting for Chubb to contact her about servicing the fire extinguishers.




 A 23 year old parishioner had approached Councillor Mrs. Newport to discuss the possible use of the main hall for band practice.   

vi).  REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE

       The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Newport informed the meeting that the Council had received a number of letters thanking them for organising the Remembrance Day Service.


    The Speaker’s address was excellent as were the refreshments after the service provided by the Botley W. I.



 It was AGREED that Councillor Batts would approach Anne Drydel to determine whether she would be willing to act as ‘Speaker’ at the 2007 service.



 Action:  Councillor Batts to contact Anne Drydel.   

vii).  BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE


The Chairman, Councillor Parkhurst informed the meeting that the following works for 

               in the North Hinksey/Botley area had been agreed at the recent B.T.A.C. meeting: -

· amendment to the traffic lights at the West Way/Westminster Way junction to add a filter to allow for the easier right turning of vehicles/cyclists from West Way into Westminster Way.

· A ‘Better Ways to School’ scheme for North Hinksey Primary School.

      viii).  SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

                The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Dykes explained that she would be helping Janice Pratt 

                whilst her partner Robin McDonald was in hospital.  A serious leak from the ceiling had 

                been discovered in two separate places.  Councillor Batts would be seeking contractors to 



    quote for the repair work.  Councillors asked that the Chairman of the Seacourt Hall 

                Management Committee established who is responsible for funding the repair work 


                Action:  The Chairman of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee to establish who 

                is responsible for funding the repair work. 
 

        ix).  WEB MASTERS REPORT

               The Web-Master, Councillor Baker reported that the number of hits on the Council’s 

               web-site was reducing and as a consequence he would review the web pages.  He had a 

               few ideas about improving the web-site including an expansion of the local history page 

               and would bring them to a future meeting of the Parish Council. 

 

         x). PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP



  The Chairman, Councillor Stevens reported that there had been no new offers of help 

               following the recent article in ‘The Sprout’ magazine. 

06/74        REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 

                 County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden thanked Councillor Griffiths for the work he had undertaken as 

                 a North Hinksey Parish Councillor over the last 24 years and wished him well in his move to 

                 Warwick.  

                 District Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport also thanked Councillor Griffiths and wished him well for 

                 the future.
06/75        OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED.

                 Oxfordshire C.C.


Newsletter - November 2006


     “      “        “  


Road Safety News – Autumn 2006  


     “      “        “



CAG Oxfordshire Newsletter  - October 2006


    South & Vale Carers Centre

Grant – ‘Thank You’ letter


    N.A.L.C.



DIS Newsletter – 30/10/2006 and 13/11/2006


         “




Key Points of the White Paper on Local Government – 







Town and Parish Councils  (Paper circulated to 







Councillors) 


O.A.L.C.



Change of address details


    Oxon Playing Fields Assn.

Annual Report 2005/06


    R.O.S.P.A.



Details of 2007 Inspections


    Commonwealth War Graves 

Annual Report 2005/06


    Commission


    T.V.P.



Poster campaign – ‘Safer Streets’   (Put on noticeboards)


    Oxfordshire C.C.


Details of OCC Pension Fund 


    Botley CP School


Mrs. Dougans, Thank You letter for invitation to 







Remembrance Day Service


    NALC
    


Direct Information Service – 27/11/2006 


06/76

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



Ch. No.
Payee


Expenditure



              Amount  


  101376
VWHDC


Servicing of 3 Dog Bins
to 30/9/06

£   111.54    

               101377      Graham Sillman

Repair matting at LPF, LPF new waste bin,         £   227.00








scheduled playing fields inspection


               101378      Oxford DC


Printing of Remembrance Day service sheets
£     42.00








(Section 137)



101379      Radio Cherwell

Donation for use of P/A system at Remembrance£     80.00 








Day service 2006  (Section 137)



101380      Oxfordshire Youth               Donation for playing at Remembrance Day         £   100.00




Brass Ensemble

service 2006  (Section 137)






  101381
Botley W.I.


Contribution towards cost of refreshments 
£     40.00

                                                                              Following Remembrance Day service








(Section 137)


  101382      VOWED


Licence for use of land fronting Seacourt Hall
£ 1.00



101383
A. R. Honey

Cutting hedge, brambles and nettles in North
£ 211.00








Hinksey Lane  (6 months)



101384 Oxon Playing Fields Assn
OPAL memberships 2006/2007

 
£ 45.00

                                                                               Plastic folders, Pavilion cleaning materials etc. 

 
  101385
Royal BL Poppy Appeal
Purchase of wreaths & crosses for Rem. Service £   111.00

                                                                              (£40.00 to be recovered)   (Section 137) 






101386
Cllr. Mrs. B. A. Newport
Reimbursement of cost of sending flowers
£     25.00








to the ‘Speaker’ at Remembrance Day service 


                                                                              (Section 137) 


   101387
Soc. Local Council Clerks.  Subscription for 2007



£   135.00



 101388    T. H. Neale


Cutting grass at churchyard & village green
£   315.00








(Sept – Nov 06), allotments and NHNR








(Sept 06)


   101389
A. R. Honey

Litter picking, safety checks etc. for period 
£   132.50








2/11/2006-6/12/2006   5 weeks @ £26.50 


   101390  
R. McDonald

P/Time Caretaking duties – November 2006
£   129.75



 101391
M. Rankin


Relief P/Time Caretaker from 20/11/2006
£ 47.57 


   101392
A. J. Stone


Net salary – November 2006, travel claim & 


                                                                              50% contribution to broadband


£1,085.41 


                                                                                Total Expenditure                             £2,838.77  
 06/77       DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 


30th November 2006 
Council  (8.00pm)


14th December 2006 
Planning Committee  (7.00pm)     


14th December 2006 
Council  (8.00pm)


11th January 2007 
Allotments Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)


11th January 2007 
Planning Committee  (7.30pm) 

                 The meeting finished at 9.20pm 


