NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 18th MAY 2006, AT 8.00 PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
Councillors I. Battersby, M. Baker, E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, G.A. Griffiths, 

                               Mrs. J.C. Laver, P.R. Massey, Mrs. B.A. Newport, G.P. Parkhurst and P.C. Stevens.

Others Present:   

Mr. Miller and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

The Clerk took the Chair for items 06/01 and 06/02 and informed the meeting that Councillor E. Batts

had received a letter of resignation from Councillor E.T. Beaver. Councillors thanked ex-Councillor Beaver for the work he had undertaken whilst a Councillor and in particular his work as Chairman of the Playing Fields Sub-Committee.

06/01         APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

               
An apology was received from Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones.

06/02
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


Councillor P.R. Massey proposed and Councillor P.C. Stevens seconded the resolution that


Councillor E. Batts be re-elected Chairman of the Parish Council.  There being no other


nominations, Councillor E. Batts was UNANIMOUSLY elected Chairman.

06/03
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


Councillor Batts took over the Chair and asked for nominations for the position of Vice-  

                  Chairman. Councillor P.C. Stevens proposed and Councillor G.P. Parkhurst seconded the 

                  resolution that Councillor Mrs. J.C. Laver is re-elected Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.  

                  There being no other nominations, Councillor Mrs. Laver was UNANIMOUSLY elected Vice-

                  Chairman.

06/04
APPOINTMENT OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE AND SUB-COMMITTEES.


The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts informed the meeting that it was necessary to hold a Finance 

 
and General Purposes Sub-Committee meeting before the scheduled meeting of the sub-

                   committees.  As such it was necessary for each committee/sub-committee to elect their 


respective Chairmen at this meeting rather than wait for the first meeting of committee/sub-

                  committee. 


a).
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Planning Committee for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -

Councillors:  M. Baker, I. Battersby, Mrs. A Dykes, S. Elliott, G.A. Griffiths, 

Mrs. J.C. Laver, P.R. Massey, G.P. Parkhurst and P.C. Stevens.     (9) 

The meeting then adjourned to allow members on the Planning Committee to elect a Chairman.  Councillor P.C. Stevens proposed and Councillor P.R. Massey seconded the motion that Councillor G. A. Griffiths be re-elected Chairman of the Planning Committee.  There being no other nominations, Councillor G. A. Griffiths was elected Chairman. 

b).
ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Allotments Sub-Committee for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -

Councillors:  M. Baker, S. Elliott, Mrs. J.C. Laver and G.P. Parkhurst.   (3)

The meeting then adjourned to allow members on the Allotments Sub-Committee to elect a Chairman. Councillor G.P. Parkhurst proposed and Councillor M. Baker seconded the motion that Councillor Mrs. J.C. Laver be re-elected Chairman of the Allotments Sub-Committee.  There being no other nominations, Councillor Mrs. J.C. Laver was elected Chairman.    

c).
HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE   

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Highways Sub-Committee for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -

Councillors:  I. Battersby, Mrs. A. Dykes, G.P. Parkhurst and P.C. Pheysey-Jones.    (4)

Councillor I. Battersby proposed and Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes seconded the motion that   

Councillor G.P. Parkhurst be elected Chairman of the Highways Sub-Committee.  There 

being no other nominations, Councillor G.P. Parkhurst was elected Chairman.   

d).
PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Playing Fields Sub-Committee for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -

Councillors:  E. Batts, S. Elliott, Mrs. B.A. Newport and P.C. Stevens.   (4)

Councillor P.C. Stevens proposed and Councillor S. Elliott seconded the motion that   

Councillor E. Batts be elected Chairman of the Playing Fields Sub-Committee.  There 

being no other nominations, Councillor E. Batts was elected Chairman.   

e).
PROPERTY AND LAND (ESTATES) SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Property and Land (Estates) Sub-Committee for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -



The Chairmen of the Parish Council, Allotments and Playing Fields Sub-Committees and 

Councillor P.C. Pheysey-Jones as a councillor with extensive knowledge of the Parish.   (4)   
f).
REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Remembrance Day Sub-Committee for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -

Councillors:  E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, G.A. Griffiths and Mrs. B.A. Newport.   (4)

Councillor G.A. Griffiths proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the motion that   

Councillor Mrs. B.A. Newport be elected Chairman of the Remembrance Day Sub-

Committee.  There being no other nominations, Councillor Mrs. B.A. Newport was 

elected Chairman.  

g).
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the Chairmen of the Parish Council and each committee or sub-committee would serve on the Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee for the 2006/2007 municipal year.
06/05
APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


a).
BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE    (MAX. 4) 


It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Botley Traffic Advisory Committee for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  Mrs. A. Dykes, P.R. Massey, Mrs. B.A. Newport and 

G. P. Parkhurst.   (4)

b). 
PAVILION TRUST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   (MUST APPOINT 2)

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Pavilion Trust for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  E. Batts, S. Elliott (Treasurer of the Pavilion Management Committee) and Mrs. B.A. Newport (Chairman of the Pavilion Management Committee) (3)

c).
SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   (MAX. 4)

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Seacourt Hall Management Committee for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  Mrs. A. Dykes, P.R. Massey, Mrs. B.A. Newport and 

G.P. Parkhurst.   (4)

d).   PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP
It was AGREED that the following Councillors would continue to serve on the Parish Plan Steering Group: - Councillors:  S. Elliott and P. C. Stevens   (2) 
06/06
APPOINTMENT OF WORKING GROUPS


a).
GRANTS/FUNDING WORKING GROUP 

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Grants/Funding Working Group for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -



Chairman of the Parish Council, Chairman of Playing Fields Sub-Committee, Chairman of the Pavilion Trust Management Committee and Councillors S. Elliott and P.C. Stevens. (5)


b).
GRANTS ALLOCATION WORKING GROUP



It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Grants Allocation Working Group for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -


Councillors:  I. Battersby, E. Batts, P.R. Massey and G. P. Parkhurst.  (4)

c).   WEB-SITE ONGOING DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Web-Site Ongoing Development Group for the 2006/2007 municipal year: -

 

Councillors:  M. Baker, S. Elliott and the Parish Clerk.    (3)  

06/07   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

                  
There were no declarations of interest. 

06/08     
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

                
 There were no matters raised by members of the public. 

06/09
 URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL


 Councillors AGREED to admit the following item, as the County Council needs a reply before 

                  the next scheduled Parish Council meeting. 


                   Proposal to Replace the Existing Bus Shelter with a New Shelter and RTI Display outside the Seacourt Bridge  (Inbound to Oxford)                                                                                               
06/10         APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

                  i).    The minutes of the SPECIAL PARISH COUNCIL meeting held on Thursday 27th April, 

2006, to discuss THE IMPLICATIONS FOR NORTH HINKSEY (BOTLEY) OF THE 

                          PLANNING INSPECTORS RECOMMENDATION THAT SET ASIDE LAND OFF 

                          TILBURY LANE AND AT LIME ROAD SHOULD BE RELEASED FOR 

                    DEVELOPMENT, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the 

 
Parish Council.
    ii).    The minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL meeting held on Thursday 27th April 2006, were 

 
    AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.
 

 iii).   The minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held on Thursday 13th April 2006, 


          were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

06/11
OTHER SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES FOR CONSIDERATION


i).    The minutes of the PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE meeting held on Tuesday 25th April 2006, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

06/12

CLERKS REPORT

                   Councillors NOTED the following; - 

  1).   Playing Fields

  Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update

  Tony Honey had reported that the playing field equipment is in good working order.  The 

  Spiderweb roundabout had been removed and taken from the ‘Lower’ playing field.      

2).  Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents and Advice – Details for Information 

       Councillors NOTED following information and that further information could be obtained 

       from the Clerk.
· A Clear Vision for the South East – The South East Plan

                                 The Planning Committee would consider whether it would wish to make comments on 

                                 the Draft South East Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), at its meeting on Thursday 25th 

 


       May 2006.  Any comments must be received by the Panel Secretary before 5.30pm on 

                                 Friday 23rd June 2006.  

                                 (Details of the Executive Summary had been sent to Councillors Griffiths, Massey, 

 
                    Pheysey-Jones, Parkhurst, Stevens and Battersby).

· Oxfordshire County Council – Changes to Funding for Transport Schemes 2006-2011
           (See agenda item 05/13/4)

· A letter from the Oxfordshire County Council seeking the views of the Parish Council 

on the proposed ‘No Waiting Order’ for North Hinksey Lane.  (See agenda 05/13/3)
· The Licensing Act 2003:  Enforcement Policy

The Vale of the White Horse District Council has written to say that a copy of its latest 

enforcement policy can be found on the District Council’s website at 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk  

· Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2011 – Proposed Modifications

The Vale of the White Horse District Council has written thanking the Council for its 

comments in relation to the Draft Local Plan and informing the Council that the District 

Council’s Development Control Committee will consider representations at their 

meeting to be held on 24th May 2006. 

Progress on the Local Plan will be posted on the district Council’s website at 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/planningpolicy/localplan  

3).          A Selection of letters written by the Clerk or Chairman, or received by the Parish 

         Council 


      a).  A letter to the Vale of White Horse District Council explaining the Parish Council’s 

    objections and concerns about proposals in the Vale’s Draft Local Plan to release 

    ‘set-aside’ land in the Botley area for development and including draft minutes of the 





    consultation meeting with parishioners on the same subject.  


      b).  A letter from the Chairman of the Parish Council to Mr. N. J. O’Dwyer, 33 North 

                                      Hinksey Village, concerning safety works to trees and the grazing of rabbits on the 

                                      village green.

      c).  A letter from the Seacourt Hall Management Committee reminding users of their 

            responsibilities when hiring Seacourt Hall.

06/13

COUNCIL MATTERS 


1).   Drainage Leak at top of Stanley Close



  Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport referred to the leaking drain at the top of Stanley Close and 

            the problems experienced in trying to establish who was responsible for undertaking the 

            repair.  The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts explained that the County Council had 



  established that the A34 boundary included the paths and as such the responsibility for repair 




 lay with the Highways Agency.  The County Council had now notified Mott McDonald the 

            Highways Agency’s contractors who would undertake the repairs the next time they were 

            doing work in the area.



2).   Walking the Footpaths in the Parish


 
  Councillor E. Batts proposed that Councillors walk the footpaths in the Parish at least 


        once a year.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a map of footpaths within the Parish from the 

                          County Council’s Countryside Services and arrange for the item to be put on the agenda for 



the June 2006 Parish Council meeting.  Action:  The Clerk to obtain a map on local 

                          footpaths and put this item on the agenda for the June 2006 parish Council meeting.



3).  
North Hinksey Lane – O.C.C. Consultation - Parking Restrictions 

  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the Oxfordshire County Council’s proposal 

   for a ‘No Waiting Order’ for North Hinksey Lane.  Action:  The Clerk to write to the 

   County Council indicating the Council’s support for the proposed traffic order.  


4).   Funding for Transport Schemes 2006-2011 (County Council)

  Councillors NOTED that due to reduced central government funding the County Council 

  had notified the Council that Community Safety schemes i.e. pedestrian crossings, traffic 

  calming, new footways or cycle tracks and low cost junction improvements are no longer 

  deemed to produce the required level of benefit for inclusion in the County Council’s 

  Second Local Transport Plan (LTP2). 

  Such schemes could now only be progressed if there was an alternative source of funding 

  e.g. from a District, Town or Parish Council, or could come from developer contributions.  

  Councillors expressed their dismay at the decision of the County Council as many of 

  the schemes identified were of a safety nature and it was unrealistic to expect the 

  Parish Council, with extremely limited funding, to contribute to the cost of providing a

  service, which was the responsibility of the County Council. 

                  5).   Proposal to Replace the Existing Bus Shelter with a New Shelter and RTI Display   

                          outside the Seacourt Bridge  (Inbound to Oxford)  (URGENT BUSINESS)   

                          Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the Oxfordshire County Council’s proposal to 

                          replace the bus shelter at the Seacourt Bridge, provided the County Council honoured the 

                          Parish Council's agreement with Primesite Media re: advertising rights.  Action:  The Clerk 

                          to report the Council’s decision to the County Council.

              6).
 Reports from Chairs of Other Committees/Groups  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

  i).   PAVILION TRUST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE


    The new Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B.A. Newport summarised events at a recent 

      meeting with Robert Evans, County Youth Service, who had continued to hire the 

      Pavilion’s main hall for band practice even though there was no official Youth Worker.

      The Management Committee had become concerned, as there was now no contact 

      person regarding the lettings and the fact that no letting income had been paid since 

      Christmas 2005.

      It had been agreed that a new diary booking system would be introduced and the fee 

      would remain at £10 a session.  A new volunteer would become the liaison point for 

      the bands booking the hall (evenings).  Occasionally pupils from Matthew Arnold

      School would use the hall for afternoon practice and these bookings would be 

      controlled by Robert Evans.  The drum kit and amplifiers were the property of the 

      County Youth Service.   

      The gas boilers needed servicing and it was hoped that a contractor had been found to 

      do the work.  

   ii).   BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE



    The Chairman, Councillor G.P. Parkhurst reported that the work on the West Way/ 

          North Hinksey lane junction had been completed.  Police enforcement would be needed 

          to ensure total compliance with the no entry regulations.

          Lime Road had been recently resurfaced and The Garth was planned to be resurfaced in 

          the near future.  The County Council were undertaking safety works at the Botley 

          Interchange costing £50,000.  Pc Tony Lee was keen to support the creation of a cycle 

          way from the Eynsham Toll bridge to Botley and wondered whether this could be 

          financed from future developer’s contributions. 

   

         iii).   SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE





    The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes reported that the upstairs letting would be 

                  taken over by a new company who wished to increase their number of hours.  Checks 

                  had discovered that on occasions the fire doors were still not being locked and a fire had

                  been left on.  The Treasurer, Mrs. S. Elliott had informed the committee that she would 

                  be resigning from her post at the beginning of July 2006. 



         iv).   WEB MASTERS REPORT





 Councillor M. Baker informed the meeting that Mrs. J. Barker, Editor of ‘The Sprout’

                  magazine had forwarded information of proposed events at the North Hinksey 

                  Festival to be put on the Council’s web-site. 


          v).    PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP

                                  The Chairman, Councillor P.C. Stevens explained that the group were planning a 

 Botley Festival between 24th June and 8th July 2006.  Councillor Stevens informed the

 meeting that Mrs. J. Barker, the Editor of ‘The Sprout’ would be making an application 

 for grant aid towards the cost of the event.  If a grant was approved it needed to be paid 

 prior to the first meeting of the Grants Allocation Working Group on 13th July 2006.  

 Councillors AGREED by 9 votes to nil, (Councillors S. Elliott and P.C. Stevens did 

 not vote), that authority for a grant be delegated to the Chairman and Vice-

 Chairman of the Council and Councillor G.P. Parkhurst, provided the other 

 members of the Grants Allocation Working Group supported the application.   
 

06/14         REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

There was no report from County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden. 

District Councillor Mrs. B.A. Newport informed the meeting that the Vale had appointed a new Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  The Vale were looking at providing a single fare for elderly bus travel so that users would be able to use both the City of Oxford and Stagecoach buses.

The Vale would be holding a special meeting to consider the Draft Local Plan.  The County Council had informed the Vale that access from Lime Road to the released set-aside land would be acceptable as a category 4 road looping from a category 3 road (Lime Road

06/15         DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED.


     Oxfordshire C.C.

Funding for Transport schemes 2006-2011 (See 05/13/4) 

                       “        “       “                      Proposed parking restrictions in North Hinksey Lane (See 05/13/3)

                       “
       “
  “
             Continuation of the Post Office Account Card (The Clerk has  

                                                                 written to the Secretary of Trade & Industry to ask him to reconsider 

                                                                 his decision not to extend the Post Office account card beyond 

                                                                 2010)




    “        “      “

Newsletter – May 2006 

S.E. England Regional 
A Clear Vision for the South East – The South East Plan







Assembly



SPISE


Newsletter – Spring 2006  (Copy to Cllr. Griffiths)



Thames Valley Police
Details of Community Policing Awards


                        “          “          “                Update on the progress of the implementation of neighbourhood 






             Management in the V.W.H.D.C.  (Copy with the Clerk) 



Seacourt Hall Man. Com.
Reminder of hall users responsibilities.



N.A.L.C.


Direct Information Service – 1/5/2006 & 15/5/2006




B.B.O.W.T.


Upper Thames Update and Wildlife News – May 2006




Glasdon U.K. Ltd.

Local Council News-sheet  
06/16

   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


     Ch. No.
   Payee


Expenditure




 Amount      

                  101302
   A. J. Baxter

Grass cutting  - April 2006    

             £   309.45



   101303      G. Sillman

Removal/disposal of roundabout, repair of play 
£   760.00








equipment, maintenance works.


     101304
   T. H. Neale

Grass cutting at allotments, Nature Reserve, 
£   172.50








Village Green and Graveyard - April 2006



   101305      A. J. Stone

May 2006 net salary + travel claim + 

£ 1,060.54








50% contribution to Broadband


     101306
   R. McDonald

Caretaking duties – May 2006


£   129.75 



   101307
   A. R. Honey

Litter picking and safety checks 4/5/2006 – 








31/5/2006




£   106.00  



 
101308      Staples (UK) Ltd

Purchase of printer cartridges


£     98.92 






Total Expenditure
         


£2,637.16 

06/17         DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS


25th May 2006
Finance & General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

                                                    (Note change of date)


25th May 2006 
Planning Committee   (7.30pm)  


  8th June 2006  
Special Remembrance Day Sub-Committee  (7.30pm) 


15th June 2006 
Remembrance Day Sub-Committee  (7.00pm) 


15th June 2006 
Planning Committee   (7.30pm)


29th June 2006 
Council   (8.00pm)


     The meeting finished at 9.20pm 


