NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14th DECEMBER 2006, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts and Councillors I. Battersby, Mrs A. Dykes, 


S. Elliott, G. A. Griffiths, P. R. Massey, Mrs. B. A. Newport, G. P. Parkhurst, 


P. C. Pheysey-Jones and P. C. Stevens.

Others Present:   
   6 members of the public, Mr. D. Miller and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

06/78     
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


Apologies were received from Councillors M. Baker and Mrs. J. C. Laver.

06/79   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


There were no declarations of interest. 

06/80     
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                
 There were no matters raised by members of the public.

06/81
 URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

                   The Chairman, Council E. Batts informed Councillors that he had agreed that two items could be  

                   added to the agenda if Councillors agreed.  These were:

                   a).  A Better Ways to School Scheme for Matthew Arnold School (Oxfordshire County Council)

                   b).  A report and resolution from Councillors Mrs. B. A. Newport (Chairman of the Pavilion 

                         Management Committee) and Councillor E. Batts (Chairman of the Playing Fields Sub-

                         Committee) concerning the ‘Internal Heating Boiler at the Louie Memorial Pavilion’.

                         Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to allow the items to be discussed under the 

                         urgent business heading.

                    a).  A Better Ways to School Scheme for Matthew Arnold School (Oxfordshire County 

                          Council)



The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor E. Batts informed the meeting that the 

                          Parish Council had only been made aware of the scheme on 9th December 2006, following a 

                          discussion with a resident from Arnolds Way.  He explained the proposed scheme and 

                          invited comments from the residents who were at the meeting.  




                          Residents had serious concerns about the effectiveness of the proposals, especially the 

                          position of the proposed zebra crossing, the reduction of the existing lay-by to 50% of the 

                          current capacity and the relocation of the bus stop and shelter.  It was also felt that the 

proposals would not address the current problem of the volume of traffic, especially at 

school start and finish times, which would increase once the proposed development of 130

units of accommodation at the Lime Road site was finished. 

                          Residents asked that the Parish Council write to the County Council and ask for an onsite 

                          meeting between residents, the school and the Parish and County Councils and to Matthew 

                          Arnold School to request that people using the school and parking vehicles in Arnolds Way 

                          are allowed to park in the school grounds thereby reducing traffic congestion in that road.  



Councillors supported the principle of ‘Better Ways to School Schemes’, but had 

                          reservations concerning the position of the zebra crossing, the proposed move of the 

                          bus stop and shelter and the reduction of lay-by parking spaces.  



Action:  The Clerk to write to the County Council seeking an on-site meeting to discuss 

                          the ‘Better Ways to School’ proposals and to Matthew Arnold School to request that   

                          people using the school and parking vehicles in Arnolds Way, are allowed to park in 

                          the school grounds, thereby reducing traffic congestion in that road.  

                   b).  Resolution proposed by Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport and Seconded by Councillor E. 

                          Batts that: 

                          i).   Councillors are asked to AGREE that: -

                                a).  ‘the boiler is replaced as a matter of urgency, initially financed from the 

                                       Pavilion and Playing Fields Reserve.  Once an agreement has been reached with 

                                       the Youth Service for the hire of the main hall, the Parish Council to be re-

                                       imbursed the cost of replacing the boiler, from funds held by the Louie 

                                       Memorial Pavilion Trust for use in supporting youth initiatives’.

       b).   ‘Due to the urgent need to replace the boiler, Council AGREES to delegate 

               authority to  the following Councillors to accept the best value quote:

               Councillor E. Batts - Chairman of the Parish Council & Playing Fields Sub-

                                                   Committee

               Councillor Mrs J. C. Laver – Vice Chairman of the Parish Council

               Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport  - Chairman, Louie Memorial Pavilion 

                                                                        Management Committee       

               Councillor G. P. Parkhurst  - Chairman of the Highways Sub-Committee

               Councillor P. C. Stevens – Chairman of the Planning Committee’.  



Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport introduced the report and explained the need for the urgent 

                          replacement of the boiler.  Councillors asked a series of questions to clarify a number of 

                          issues concerning the gas supply, replacement boiler and future servicing arrangements. 


            Councillor Mrs. Newport informed the meeting that she had received a quote of  £2,550 (incl.

                         VAT) and £250 (incl. VAT) to replace the boiler drain and flush out the radiators.  A further 

                          two quotes would be sought.  

                        Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.

06/82
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

             i).  The PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 30th November 2006, were 

                   AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.


06/83
  APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES


  i). The amended minutes of the REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING held 

                   on Thursday 30th November 2006, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 

                   Chairman of the Parish Council.                 

06/84         CLERK’S REPORT



Councillors NOTED the following: -


  1). Playing Fields

 Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update

 That Tony Honey had reported that all the play and recreational equipment was in working 

 order.

2).  Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents and Advice – Details for Councillors 

 Information

 Councillors NOTED that further information could be obtained from the Clerk 

 The Parish Council has received: -     

·   Reimbursements from the Botley W.I. and Robin Birch (Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 

  Oxfordshire) for the cost of wreaths provided for the Remembrance Day Service. 

 3).  A Selection of letters written by the Clerk or received by the Parish Council 

·   A letter to North Hinksey School seeking clarification of their request for a 

  noticeboard at the entrance to the school.  
 

·   A letter to Jacobs UK Ltd (acting as highways agents for Oxon C.C.) requesting

  details of the proposed works for a ‘Better Ways to School: Matthew Arnold 

  School Scheme’ involving works in Arnolds Way.  

·   A letter from V.W.H.D.C. inviting two representatives from the Council to a private 
           meeting to be held on Thursday 1st March 2007 at 6.30pm, in the Guildhall, Abingdon, 

           to discuss how the Vale intends to respond to Thames Water’s second stage 

           consultation.  

4).  County Council Review of Primary School Provision  

The Clerk informed the meeting that the Council had received correspondence from the O.A.L.C./O.R.C.C. highlighting that the County Council initial consultation excluded Parish Councils.  They advised that if any Parish Council felt that a primary school in their area was under threat they should write to the County Council and request that they became part of the initial consultation process.  Councillors felt that both primary schools in the North Hinksey 

were safe from threats of closure and as such were happy to wait to be consulted under stage two of the process.

06/85         COUNCIL MATTERS

              1).   Seacourt Hall – Roof Repairs




  The Chairman of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee, Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes

                     informed the meeting that she had not been informed what the actual problem was with the 




roof nor a likely cost of repairing it.  Councillor S. Elliott asked what action had been taken 

                     to try and determine the problem, responsibility and likely cost as she was aware that the 

                     Parish Council was setting its budget at this meeting.  The problem had been known for more 

                     than 2 weeks and he felt it was not unreasonable to have expected that she would be able to 

                     report progress on the problem especially as there might be implications for the Parish 

                     Council.  Councillor Mrs. Dykes stated that the Secretary had not informed her as to what 

                     progress had been made.  Councillor Elliott then enquired what was the level of balances  

                     held by the Management Committee.  Councillor Mrs. Dykes informed the meeting 

                     that the Treasurer had not told her what the figure was, but thought it might be somewhere 

                     around £15,000. 

                     Councillors enquired how the Management Committee would pay the bill for the roof if it 

                     exceeded their balances.  Councillor Dykes had not considered how such a bill would be 

                     paid, as she had not realised that the repair was the responsibility of the Seacourt Hall 

                     Committee.  Councillor Mrs. Newport and the Clerk reminded Councillor Dykes that she and

                     other Councillors had been given a copy of the Trust Deed and Schedule following their 

                     report to Council in early 2004.  Councillor Mrs. Dykes could not recall being given the 

                     schedule.  



           The Secretary to the Management Committee, Councillor Batts reported that he had 

                     independently asked for Graham Sillman to look at the roof to try and discover what the 

                     problem was and would be contacting their insurance company to discover if the insurance 

                     company would pay for the repair.  

                     The Parish Clerk expressed his concern that that the Chairman of the Management 

                     Committee was unaware of the responsibilities of the Management Committee under the 

                     Lease and schedule and emphasised the need for pro-active management of the hall, 

                     especially by the Chairman and other Management Committee members.




  Councillor Massey, in his role as a member of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee 

                     asked Councillor Dykes whether she still felt comfortable in the role of Chairman of the 

                      Seacourt Hall Committee as it would appear she did not have the time, nor current 

                      understanding of the lease and schedule arrangements to undertake the demanding task of 

                      ensuring that the hall was pro-actively managed and to seek a possible re-negotiation of the

                      lease.  He felt that if Councillor Mrs. Dykes felt she was unable to become more proactive 

                      in the Chairman’s role, it would be wrong to expect her to continue and be made to feel 

                      more uncomfortable.

                          Councillor Mrs. Dykes informed the meeting that she probably felt it was time to relinquish 

                          the Chairmanship of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee after undertaking the role 

                          for a considerable number of years, as there were now other commitments on her time.  
    2).   Budget and Precept Proposals for 2007/2008 and Revised Estimates for 2006/2007



The Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer summarised his report to Councillors, 

                   highlighting the major changes to the Original budget for 2007/2008 and the Revised budget 

                   for 2006/2007.  The clerk also highlighted the expected balances at 31st March 2007 and 31st 

                   March 2008.  Councillor Parkhurst sought clarification on future D.D.A. expenditure and 

                   whether the budget included any provision to cover costs of the roof repair at Seacourt Hall.   

                   The Clerk and R.F.O. explained that the report recommended that any new D.D.A. 



 expenditure identified during the budget period should be financed from General Fund 

                    balances.  The internal and external repairs for the roof at Seacourt Hall was the 

                    responsibility of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee who to date had not been able 

                    to establish the likely cost.  There were still a number of issues around the repair cost that 

                    needed clarification by the Seacourt Hall Management Committee.  The Clerk asked 

                    Councillors whether they were willing to put a sum of money into the budget to act as a 

                    grant to the S.H.M.C. in the knowledge that a sum of £20,000 would increase the Parish 

                    Council Tax for 2007/2008 by approximately 40%.  Councillors AGREED they did not 



 want to increase the Council Tax for 2007/2008 beyond the recommended 3.27% rise.

                    a).   Councillor Stevens proposed and Councillor Battersby seconded the resolution 

                           that Council AGREED the following supplementary estimate for 2006/2007 as 


                    RECOMMENDED by the Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee.     

	ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE
	£
	
	£

	North Hinksey Nature Reserve

Requirements of the ROSPA Safety Report   (One-off supplementary estimate in 2006/2007)
	
	
	  600

	                                                                                                    Total
	
	
	£600



                   This was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.


b).  Council NOTED that the budget for 2007/2008 included the following yearly 

       contributions: -
   

	
	
	
	£
	     

	Playing Fields & Pavilion Development Fund 
	
	
	  5,000
	

	Employer’s Contribution to the Clerks Discretionary Pension Fund
	
	
	    745
	

	                                                                                               Total
	
	
	£5,745
	



       c).   Council NOTED that the revised budget for 2006/2007 included the 

                           following supplementary estimates: -

                              i). Highways Sub-Committee-Safety Signs etc Budget-Arnolds Way Playing Fields
                                  A budget of £500 for the purchase of new signs. Council at its meeting held on 

                                  12th October 2006, agreed to transfer the £500 budget to the Playing Fields and 

                                  Pavilion Development Fund Reserve.  

                             ii). Playing Fields Sub-Committee-Play Equipment Budget  

                                  A budget of £1,544 covering the following items: -



                           a).  Removal/Disposal of the Spiderweb Roundabout

        £400




                        b).  Remove tarmac area under play equipment; make good            £682

                                         rotten edging, undertake safety work to play equipment, 

                                         put down bark, re-instate soil, clear site etc.     


                          iii). Playing Fields Sub-Committee-Maintenance Budget 


                                 A budget of £462 for the repair of the burnt bridge in Copse area of ‘Lower’ 

                                  playing field.   

                    d).  Council NOTED that the following General Fund budgets for 2006/2007 were 

                           transferred to earmarked reserves: -

                              i). Highways Sub-Committee-Highways Safety Signs etc Budget-Arnolds Way 

                                  Playing Fields
                                  Transfer £500 budget to the Playing Fields and Pavilion Development Fund 

                                  Reserve, subject to the outcome of the current public consultation exercise on the 

                                  proposed re-development of the ‘Louie Memorial Playing Fields’.  

                             ii). General Fund Balances to Highways Emergency and Exception Items 

                                  Earmarked Balance 

                                  Transfer of £500 to the earmarked balance.     
                            iii). New and Replacement Equipment - (One-off bid in 2006/2007)     

                                  Transfer £4,160, into the Playing Fields and Pavilion Development Fund 

                                  Reserve, subject to the outcome of the current public consultation exercise on the 

                                  proposed re-development of the ‘Louie Memorial Playing Fields’.           £
                                  a).  Wicksteed ‘Spirowhirl’ – replacement and installation of poles      3,000


                          b).  Wicksteed ‘Holly Hedgehog’ - new sit-in spring rocker                      860

                                c).  Wicksteed ‘Spiderweb Roundabout’ - repair, parts and fitting         300      








                                Total
           £4,160
                     e).  Council NOTED that the original budget for 2007/2008 made NO allowance for 

                           any revenue or capital costs associated with the proposed re-development of the 

                           ‘Louie Memorial Playing Fields’. 
                    f).   Councillors NOTED that no allowance has been made in the 2007/2008 budget to 

                           cover the financial cost of any works arising from the requirements of the 

                           Disability Discrimination.  

                           Councillor Massey proposed and Councillor Stevens seconded the resolution that 

                           any such costs should be to General Fund balances.   

                                 This was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.




                     g).   Councillor Mrs. Dykes proposed and Councillor Pheysey-Jones seconded the 

                                        resolution that Council AGREES a net budget for 2007/2008 of  £54,365, resulting 

                                        in Council Tax at Band D, (assuming the same tax base), of £32.52, a rise of 3.27% 

                                        on the current tax of £31.49.

                                        This was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.




                     h).  Councillor Pheysey-Jones proposed and Councillor Stevens seconded the 

                                        resolution that Council AGREES a revised net budget for 2006/2007 of £51,331. 

                                        This was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.



3).    Street Name – Development at 2 Yarnells Hill, North Hinksey.



    Councillors were OPPOSED to the use of the name Westminster Court as this was 

                     already used on a property in the North Hinksey/Botley area.  Councillor Batts proposed 

 

    that the tradition of using the names of long serving Parish Councillors should continue and 

  

    proposed that the development be named either ‘Jean Coles Court’ or ‘Coles Court’, after 

                     Jean Coles who had been a respected Parish Councillor for many years.  Councillor Mrs. 

                     Dykes seconded the resolution and Councillors voted UNANIMOUSLY IN FAVOUR 

                     of the name of ‘Jean Coles Court’ or ‘Coles Court’.  




Action:  The Clerk to inform the V.W.H.D.C. of the Council’s decision. 


4).    Thames Water’s Proposed Reservoir
    Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Councillors Parkhurst and Stevens 

    should be the Parish Council’s two representatives to attend a private meeting of the 

    V.W.H.D.C. on Thursday 1st March 2007 at 6.30pm, in the Guildhall, Abingdon, to 

    discuss how the District Council intends to respond to Thames Water’s second stage 

    consultation.  


5).
Grant Application Request – Abingdon & District Citizens Advice Bureau



  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to CONFIRM the payment of a £200.00 

                            grant for 2006/2007 to the Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau from the 

                            Subsidies and Grants Non-Section 137 Grants budget.  

          6).    North Hinksey Nature Reserve – R.O.S.P.A. Report

                  Councillor Parkhurst informed the meeting that the sand on the path to the seating area had 

                  been replaced with a sturdier aggregate.  The work had been undertaken free of charge by 

                  contractors employed by Kevin Minns.

                  Mrs. Laver had visited a number of local sites to inspect their safety measures. None of the 

                  sites visited had a life belt or warning signs.  B.B.O.W.T. had been approached and like 

                  other agencies were unwilling to give definitive advice for the fear of possible litigation. 

                  All organisations advocated a common sense approach.  Councillor Mrs. Laver had   

                  suggested that a possible safety measure might be to install a 0.5 metre high wooden 

                  barriers similar to those in the University Parks. 


           Based on survey results, Councillors AGREED that the Allotments Sub-Committee 

                  should arrange, as a matter of priority: -

                  a).  to investigate the effectiveness and cost of a 0.5 metre wooden barrier around both 

                        pond areas.



b). to clear back vegetation from the stream and start a barrier at the bridge/culvert 

                        end of the site to shield the culvert and stream from small children.

                   Councillors AGREED that based on the other sites visited and the history of 

                   vandalism of such equipment, the Parish Council would not provide a life belt.

     7).     Reports from Chairs of Other Committees  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

   i).  PLANNING COMMITTEE




  Nothing to report.

  ii).  ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 

        Councillor Parkhurst reported that the Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Laver had again  

        arranged for people to visit the nature reserve to pull up weeds.   

   iii).  HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE




   Nothing to report.

   iv).  FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE    

          Nothing to report. 



     iv).  PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE

          The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts reported that at the recent playing fields re-

          development consultation morning had been rather poorly attended.  Comments/views 

          expressed had been a mixture of total support or some reservations.  There had been a 

          reasonable turnout from Cedar Road residents.

      v).  LOUIE MEMORIAL PAVILION TRUST




   The electrical testing had been completed and the bill and certificate would soon be 

            forwarded to the Parish Clerk.  It had been discovered that the fire extinguishers were 

            last serviced in November 2005 and arrangements were in hand for the extinguishers to 

            be serviced a gain. 

  vi).  REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE

         Nothing further to report.   

  vii).  BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE


  Nothing further to report.
        viii).  SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

                  The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Dykes explained that as Janice Pratt was still looking 

                  after her partner Robin McDonald following major surgery she would continue to 

                  undertake the caretaking duties.  The seating exercise class had booked for a further 12 

                  sessions.  Councillor Batts informed the meeting that someone had been turning the 




Christmas lights off at the mains switch.  He had requested that users do not interfere 

                  with the time switches or turn off the power at the plug socket.   
 

          ix).  WEB MASTERS REPORT

                  Nothing to report. 

 

           x).  PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP



     The Chairman, Councillor Stevens reported that there was still no new offers of help 

                 following the recent article in ‘The Sprout’ magazine.  

06/86        REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS. 

                 There were no reports under this heading.
06/87        OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED.

            Oxon County Council
  Oxon Fire Authority’s Integrated Risk Management    

                                                                     Consultation Action Plan 2007-2008



V.W.H.D.C.


  Street Names – Development at 2 Yarnells Hill, North  

                                                                     Hinksey



V.W.H.D.C.


  Thames Water Proposed Reservoir meeting


V.W.H.D.C.


  Luncheon Reception – People who work to improve the local 

                                                                     community. 

            Abingdon & District CAB
  Annual Report 2005/2006 and grant application



    SPISE
News letter – Winter 2006  (Copy to Cllr. Stevens) 


    Jacobs UK Ltd.
Details of ‘Better Ways to School Scheme for Matthew Arnold School, Arnolds Way.  (Correspondence received 13/12/06) 

                  NALC
DIS  11/12/2006


    OALC
Notification of County Council Review of Primary School Provision. 
06/88
    ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


    Ch. No.
Payee


Expenditure



              Amount   


   101393
Cllr. E. Batts

Cost of Cllr. G. A. Griffiths retirement meals
£     64.05    

                101394      H. P. Beuzeval

7 cuts of grass outside Shaw House                      £     56.00 

                101395
A. R. Honey

Litter picking, safety checks etc. for period 
£   106.00








6/12/2006-3/1/2007   4 weeks @ £26.50

                101396  
R. McDonald

P/Time Caretaker – December 2006
             £     64.88








(50% Sick Pay)

                101397
M. Rankin


Relief P/Time Caretaker-December 2006
£   129.75

                101398
A. J. Stone


Net salary – December 2006, travel claim & 


                                                                              50% contribution to broadband


£1,025.06 

                101399      Seacourt Hall

Estimated Rent 2006/2007


£   518.40 

                101400      Abingdon & District CAB  Grant 2006/2007



£   200.00

                101401  
A. J. Stone (Petty Cash)
Reimbursement for:  200 x 1st class, 100 x 2nd








class, 100 x 1st class (large), 20 x 2nd class 

                                                                              (large), underpaid postage £1.23, Inkjet 

                                                                              Cartridges £46.44, N.H.P.C. Virus Checker

                                                                              Renewal £33.88, Pavilion keys £3.50, 

 






Two Minute Silence Service Trumpeter £5.00,








Cllr. Griffiths Cards £4.88, Playing Fields 








Consultation-Beverages £6.34                              £   239.67 


   101402
HM Revenue & Customs
NHPC NI and AJS’s Inc. Tax and NI for 








September 06 – December 06 


£2,397.85
  
                                                                                  Total Expenditure                             £ 4,801.66
 06/89       DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 


11th January 2007 
Allotments Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)


11th January 2007 
Planning Committee  (7.30pm) 

                 The meeting finished at 9.55pm 


