NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2006, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts and Councillors M. Baker, Mrs A. Dykes, S. Elliott, G.A. Griffiths, P. R. Massey, Mrs. B. A. Newport, G. P. Parkhurst, P. C. Pheysey-Jones,


And P. C. Stevens.

Others Present:   
   Mrs. M. Lambe, Parks and Landscapes Officer, V.W.H.D.C., Mr. D. Miller and 

                               3 Residents for the item 06/47 Presentation by Mrs. M. Lambe.  

Councillors welcomed Councillor G. A. Griffiths back to his first meeting since having hip surgery.

06/42     
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


Apologies were received from Councillors I. Battersby, and Mrs. J.C. Laver.

06/43   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


Councillors Batts, Mrs. Dykes, Mrs. Newport, Massey and Parkhurst declaration personal and 

                   prejudicial interests in Item 06/49/6  Seacourt Hall – Grant Application, as either members or  

                   employees of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee. 

06/44     
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                
 There were no matters raised by members of the public.

06/45
 URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

There were no matters of urgent business.

06/46
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

             i).   The PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held on Thursday 20th July 2006, were AGREED as 

                    an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.
 


ii).   The PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS held on Thursday 13th July 2006 and

                    10th August 2006, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the 

                    Parish Council.

06/47
PRESENTATION BY MRS. MARY LAMBE, PARKS AND LANDSCAPES OFFICER, 

                 V.W.H.D.C.  – OUTLINE THOUGHTS ON HOW THE LOUIE MEMORIAL PLAYING 

                 FIELDS COULD BE DEVELOPED

                 The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor E. Batts welcomed Mrs. Mary Lambe to the

                 meeting and invited Mrs. Lambe to present her view/ideas on how the current playing fields 

                 provision and the copse area could be improved.  Mrs. Lambe provided maps of both the current 

                 and suggested provision and explained that she felt that the current provision was bleak, run down, 

                 sad looking and gave the impression of an open space rather than a park.  Mrs. Lambe suggested 

                 the best use of the playing fields would be to create a community park that children, adults and the 

                 elderly could all use and enjoy and improve the general appearance of the area by the selective 

                 planting trees, replacing the current chain linked fencing with boltox fencing and screening back 

                 to the houses by possibly planting smaller trees.  The play areas needed rebuilding and a picnic 

                 area could be created in the ‘Lower’ playing field.  Councillor Batts believed that if a picnic area 

                 was created the existing car park area would need expanding.  Councillor Mrs. Newport supported 

                 an extension of the current children’s play area, with a variety of equipment to suit a larger age 

                 range. 

                 Mrs. Lambe felt that the ‘Lower playing field woodland area (copse) was a major bonus to any 

                 project and that it could be tidied up, managed and some clear walkways created through it.  There 

                 was the possibility that some of the work/maintenance might be undertaken by local conservation

                 groups.  It was recommended that the ‘Upper’ playing field became a dog free site, with dog 

                 walking allowed in the lower part of the ‘Lower’ playing field, away from the children’s play area.  


Councillor Baker asked for confirmation that screening would be confined to small trees and 

                 Hedges and. Mrs Lambe confirmed this was her view.  Councillor Massey hoped that any 

                 development of the playing fields would not detract from the developer’s responsibility for 

                 providing 15% of open spaces on the proposed development and complimented Mrs. Lambe on 

                 her refreshing proposals.  The Chairman Councillor Batts thanked Mrs. Lambe for the work she 

                 had done on a suggested re-design of the playing field, which he felt included feasible 

                 propositions and was a good start towards a redevelopment plan.   

06/48         CLERK’S REPORT



Councillors NOTED the following: -


 1).   Playing Fields

 a).  Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update

       Tony Honey had reported that some minor repairs were required to parts of the play 

       equipment.  Graham Sillman was currently undertaking the repairs.
2). 
Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents and Advice – Details for Councillors 


Information

     a).  Councillors NOTED that the further information could be obtained from the Clerk and 

           that the Clerk/Parish Council had received the following correspondence from the: -    

· Oxfordshire Training Partnership for Local Councils concerning a course for 

             members of Planning Committees – Effective Responses to Planning Applications.   

             (Details were sent to all members of the Planning Committee) 

·  Oxfordshire County Council concerning the revised definitive Map and Statement of 

               Public Rights of Way – North Hinksey Parish area.

·   Vale of White Horse D.C. concerning a meeting of the North East Area Forum on 5th 

               October 2006, at Cumnor Village Hall – 7-9pm, to discuss ‘Working Together to 

               Tackle Crime’.  Councillors NOTED that this meeting clashed with the revised AGM 

                of Seacourt Hall.  

·  Thames Valley Police concerning Neighbourhood Action Group.  Councillor P. 

              Stevens attended the meeting held at Abingdon Police Station on Monday 11th 

              September 2006 and briefly summarised events. 

·  Thames Valley Police briefing on ‘Collaboration Opportunities with Thames Valley 





 Police in Support of Neighbourhood Policing/Police Community Support Officers’ 

               on 21st September 2006.  Councillor Batts would attend the meeting on behalf of the 

               Parish Council.

·  Thames Water concerning their ‘Upper Thames Major Resources Development 
              presentation on 14th September 2006.   Councillor Batts attended the meeting on 

              behalf of the Parish Council and gave a brief summary of events. 

·  A request from Brookes University to discuss the possibility of a cycle track to the 

             Harcourt Hill Campus across ‘Upper’ playing field land.  Councillors Batts, Parkhurst 

             and the Parish Clerk met consultants from Brookes University on Thursday 7th 

             September 2006.      

3).    A Selection of letters written by the Clerk or Chairman, or received by the Parish 

 Council 

The Clerk/Chairman had written to, or received correspondence from:  

a).  V.W.H.D.C. concerning the proposed development at Lime Road and the need for 

      improvements to the local infrastructure to accommodate the increase of 130 units of  

      housing.

b).  Dr. P. Hawtin, Chairman of Cumnor Parish Council re an articles in the Oxford Mail and

       Oxford Times.  (Agenda item 06/49/8)

c).  All invitations, apart from those to Parish Councillors, have been sent to guests and 

      organisations regarding the Remembrance Day Service on Sunday 12th November at 

      Botley Cemetery. 

d).  BDO Stoy Hayward LLP informing the Council that there were no matters, which came 

      to their attention whilst undertaking the external audit of the Council’s accounts for  

      2005/2006. 

e).  A letter from Ag MacKeith updating the Council on events since the recent flooding 

      problem in Old Botley.  (Agenda item 06/49/7)
06/49       COUNCIL MATTERS

       1).    Annual Return for the Year Ended 31st March 2006

 Councillors noted the comments of the external auditor.  Councillor Mrs. Dykes proposed 

 and Councillor Griffiths seconded the resolution that ‘Council NOTES the external and 

 internal auditors comments and APPROVES and ACCEPTS the circulated finalised 

 Annual Return and Statement for 2005/2006’.  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY 

 SUPPORTED the resolution.  

 Councillors also NOTED that a copy of the Annual Return and a ‘Notice of Conclusion of 

 Audit’ would be displayed on the Jubilee noticeboard for a period of 14 days.  


       2).    Playing Fields Land – Copse Area, Lower Playing Field

               Councillors NOTED that the Chairman of the Playing Fields Sub-Committee, Councillor   

               Batts and the Parish Clerk had completed their examination of legal documents in relation

               to the land registration for the ‘Lower’ playing field. 

               Action:  The Clerk to arrange a meeting of the Property and Land (Estates) Sub-Committee 

               to discuss their finding and to decide whether any further action was needed. 

3).    Asset Register and Risk Management Schedules

Councillors READ the Clerk’s report on ‘Risk Management Responsibilities and Schedules’,  

and REVIEWED the attached Asset Register and Risk Assessment Schedules.  Councillor 

Pheysey-Jones asked that all disposed off assets be removed from the listing.  The Clerk felt

that the assets, shown as disposed of with date etc. should remain for a period of time, post 

disposal, simply as a historic record.  Councillor Pheysey-ones did not support this view and 

it was agreed to amend the schedules.

Councillors satisfied themselves that all major assets and their relevant risks had been 

identified.  Councillor Griffiths proposed and Councillor Baker seconded the proposal that

‘Council is SATISFIED with the following action plans to avoid/reduce or control risks 

and their consequences. 

i).  The Schedule of Council Assets,  

 ii).  The Schedule of Financial Administration Risks  

 iii).  The ‘Schedule of Assets and Risk Assessment (Insurance)’ paper’

   Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.

4).   Gambling Act 2005


        Councillors CONFIRMED that they had no comments to make on the circulated VWHDC’s 

               ‘Statement of Licensing Policy’.  


       5).   Time Limits for Transfer in of Previous Pension Benefits

               Councillors read the circulated correspondence from the Oxfordshire County Council.  

               Councillor Mrs. Newport proposed and Councillor Mrs Dykes seconded the resolution that 

               ‘The Parish Council CONTINUES with the currently applied procedure whereby an 

               employee of the Parish Council, eligible to join the Oxfordshire County Council’s Local 

               Government Pension Scheme must give notice of their intention to transfer other 

               pension rights into the scheme within the first 12 months of scheme membership’.  

               Councillors voted by 9 votes to 1 vote (Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones voting against) to 

               SUPPORT the resolution. 

               Action:  The Clerk to notify the County Council of the Parish Council’s decision. 

6).   Seacourt Hall – Grant Application

        Councillors Batts, Mrs. Dykes, Mrs. Newport, Massey and Parkhurst having declared 

        personal and prejudicial interests in this item, as either members or employees of the 

        Seacourt Hall Management Committee, left the room and took no further part in the debate 

        or decision making process. 

        Councillors considered the circulated application from Seacourt Hall Management 

        Committee for a grant of £250.00, as a contribution towards the cost of purchasing stacking 

        trolleys.  Councillors queried the level of current balances in the Seacourt Hall Account.  The 

        Clerk explained that the Management Committee had just spend a considerable sum on the 

        refurbishment of the kitchen.  Councillors asked the Clerk to obtain details of the current 

        bank balance, so that they could make a decision on whether the Council should approve a 

        grant. 

        Action:  The Clerk to write to the Secretary to obtain current bank balance details.       

7.).   Flood Problems in the Botley Area

               Councillors considered the circulated correspondence from M/s Ag MacKeith.  Councillor 

               Mrs. Newport informed the meeting of the work subsequently undertaken by the  

               V.W.H.D.C’s Cleansing Department and Thames Water’s acceptance that work needs doing 

               to improve the drainage system and gullies leading to the Seacourt Stream.  Councillor Batts 

               informed the meeting that the County Council’s Highways Division had cleaned and jetted all 

               the gullies and drainage channels, and had built a new gully at the back of MacDonalds 

               Restaurant.  Councillor Pheysey-Jones believed that the flooding problem was the result of a  

               reduction in gully maintenance.   

               Councillors felt that the agencies had acted responsibly in dealing with the known causes of 

        the flooding. 

8).    Press Article Concerning Lime Road Development 

        Councillors considered a copy of a letter from Dr. P. Hawtin, Chairman, Cumnor Parish 

        Council, concerning a recent article in the Oxford Mail and Oxford Times (18th August 2006), 

        headed ‘Fury at new housing on edge of city’.  The article included quotes attributed to North         


 Hinksey Parish Councillor I. Battersby, about proposed developments at Lime Road and 

        Tilbury Lane, including one where Councillor Battersby is reported to have said that ‘he will 

        join forces with Cumnor Parish Council to fight development plans’. 

        Councillors felt it was unfortunate that Councillor Battersby was not at the meeting but 

        AGREED to debate the letter from Cumnor Parish Council as the article in the local press had 


caused considerable concern for members of both Council’s.  It was also AGREED that at the 

next Parish Council meeting Councillor Battersby would be given the opportunity to indicate to Council whether the views attributed to him were correct or misrepresented.

        Councillors AGREED by 9 votes to 1 vote (Councillor Pheysey-Jones voting against), to 

        inform Cumnor Parish Council that: -

        a).  The comments attributed to Councillor Battersby were not the agreed views of 

              North Hinksey Parish Council. 

        b).  Councillors reconfirmed the position agreed by representatives of both Parish 

              Councils at their joint meeting held on 28th March 2006, namely, that the 

              developments would inevitably go ahead, but both Councils would co-operate to 

              make an application to request Section 106 - Developer’s Contributions to achieve 

              the provision of facilities identified at the meeting.  



Action:  The Chairman to inform Cumnor Parish Council of the decision.          

9).    New Standing Order for Dealing with the Local and National Press on Issues relating to 

        North Hinksey Parish Council 

        Councillors considered the circulated copy of the draft Standing Order for dealing with the 

        local and national press.  Councillor Parkhurst sought clarification of order for dealing with 

        the press in the absence of the relevant Chairman.  Councillor Pheysey-Jones spoke against 

        its introduction as he felt that it stifled Councillors' ability to speak.  Councillor Batts 

        reminded Councillor Pheysey-Jones that the draft Standing Order had been written to ensure 

        that any quotes attributed to the Parish Council came from approved sources.   

        Councillor Griffiths proposed and Councillor Mrs. Dykes seconded the resolution that ‘the  

        Standing Order for dealing with the local and national press on issues relating to North 

        Hinksey Parish Council be AGREED, without amendment and introduced with 

        immediate effect’

        Councillors AGREED by 9 votes to 1 vote (Councillor Pheysey-Jones voting against), to 

        SUPPORT the resolution. 

10).    Nominations for Vale Volunteer Award

          Councillors would inform the Clerk of any nominations they wished to make for the Vale 

          Volunteer Award 2007.   

11).    Feedback on the Upper Thames Major Resources Development Presentation held on 

          Wednesday 13th September 2006 

          The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Batts reported back on the meeting to discuss 

          the possibility of a new major new water resources reservoir south west of Abingdon on 

          suitable clay based agricultural land.  Thames Water were currently holding a series of public 

          exhibitions, prior to the eventual submission of a planning application. 



12).
Reports from Chairs of Other Committees  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

 i).   PLANNING COMMITTEE



The Acting Chairman, Councillor Stevens reported a marked increase in the number of 

       applications for converting houses into flats.

       Councillor Griffiths thanked Councillor Stevens for the work he had undertaken whilst 

       he had been in hospital for his hip operation.  

       It was agreed that Councillor Stevens should continue to assist Councillor Griffiths in 

       reviewing planning applications as Councillor Griffiths was still experiencing some 

       mobility difficulties.

ii).  ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE

       Nothing further to report.

iii).   HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE

       The Chairman, Councillor Parkhurst informed the meeting discussions held with  

       consultants working for Brooks University, regarding the possibility of a cycle track 

       through the ‘Upper’ playing field from Lime Road to the Brookes Campus.

       He also reported that he had been notified that the County Council had received no   

       objection to the proposed extension of double lines in North Hinksey Lane.

iv).   FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE    

       Nothing further to report.

v).   PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE



  The Chairman, Councillor Batts reported that the annual ROSPA safety report on the 

     ‘Upper’ and ‘Lower’ playing fields had been received and considered by the Playing 

     Fields Sub-Committee earlier that evening.  

vi).   LOUIE MEMORIAL PAVILION TRUST

       The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Newport informed the meeting that there still remained 

       a set of unclaimed drums in the Pavilion’s main hall.

vii).   REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE


       The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Newport confirmed that arrangements for the service 

       were progressing well.


viii).  BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE



       The Chairman, Councillor Parkhurst reminded Councillors that the next meeting of the 

       B.T.A.C. was in November 2006 and that any issues should be reported to the Clerk.
 

        ix).   SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE



     The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Dykes reported that the new caretaker was enjoying the 




work.  The kitchen area had been refurbished, although there still remained a small 




numbers of jobs to complete the work.  The Management Committee would look at the 

                possibility of redecorating the interior of the hall.

         x).   WEB MASTERS REPORT



     Councillor Baker reported that there was a new web page for the North Hinksey 

                Nature Reserve, which would feature the findings of a botanical survey he had 

                undertaken.  He had also received an e-mail from America complementing the web-site’s 

                content.

        xi).  PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP



    Councillor Stevens reported that due to dwindling numbers there was the possibility that 

                         the Parish Plan Steering Group might disband. There were 5 groups but only the 

                         Publicity Group had progressed well.  He would arrange for an article to be placed in the 

                         next addition of ‘The Sprout’ magazine asking for volunteers to help complete and 

                         publish the Parish Plan.  If insufficient volunteers came forward he would arrange a 

                         public meeting to formally wind up the project.   

06/50        REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

 District Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport informed the meeting that District Councillor T. Quinlan had been unwell, but hopefully was now on the road to recovery.  The Vale had agreed that eight collections points could be created for the collection of video’s, books, cds etc. for the Salvation Army.  The nearest site would be located at The Vine, Cumnor Village.

 District Councillor Newport and Parish Councillor Stevens had attended a recent Thames Valley Police meeting to discuss the setting up and introduction of ‘Neighbourhood Action Groups’. 

06/51        OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED.

     Oxon C.C.


      Newsletter – August 2006  

        “      “   


      Home 2 School newsletter: Autumn 2006

        “      “


      Report of the Pension Fund


V.W.H.D.C.


      Electoral Registration Canvass notice  (Put on noticeboard)

       “   “    “  “


      Charity Ball details (Circulated to Cllrs.)

       “   “    “  “


      Vale Community Safety newsletter – Summer 2006


Oxon Playing Fields Assn.
      Newsletter – Summer 2006   (Copy to Cllr. Batts)


Thames Valley Police

      Vandalism posters (Put on noticeboards)


Oxon Rural CC

      ORCC News – Summer 2006



NALC


      Direct Information Service  24/7, 7/8, 21/8 & 28/8

     OALC


      County Circular – August 2006 & AGM Minutes June 2006, 

                                                            Annual Report 2005/2006 

     SPISE


      Summer News 2006  (Copy to Cllr. Stevens)

     B.B.O.W.T.


      Annual Report 2005/2006 and AGM agenda

     B.B.O.W.T.


      Wildlife News and Upper Thames Update – September 2006 

    Oxfordshire County Council
      News letter -  July 2006

    The Oxford Preservation Trust     Annual Report 2005 


NALC


      Direct Information Service – 10/7/2006
  

06/52        ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.

 



   Ch. No.
Payee


Expenditure




 Amount    

                       Ch. No.
Payee


     Expenditure



 Amount    

                      101334 
Botley Senior Citizens Whist    Grant 2006/2007  (Section 137 Expenditure)
£    150.00

                                       Drives
     

         


 101335
Botley Evening Townwomen’s Grant 2006/2007 (Section 137 Expenditure)  £    100.00






Guild


 101336
Botley/N H Over 60’s Club      Grant 2006/2007 (Section 137 Expenditure)   £    150.00


 101337
BDO Stoy Hayward Ltd.          External Audit Fee 2005/2006     

£    411.25


 101338
Cheque Cancelled                     Wrong amount 

 

              101339
B.B.O.W.T.

     Membership renewal 2006/2007   

£      46.00


 101340
A. J. Baxter


     Grass cutting playing fields-July 2006
£    225.22


 101341
T. H. Neale


     Grass cutting-July 2006


£    172.50


 101342
Playsafety Ltd.
                  Annual playground safety inspection

£    141.00 


 101343
LexisNexis Butterworth
     Current Arnold Baker Local Council Admin. 
£      53.45


 101344
A. R. Honey

     Litter picking/safety checks.  4 weeks             £    106.00








     3/8/2006-30/8/2006


   101345
R. McDonald

     Caretaking fees+Skatebowl clean-July 2006 
£     129.75


    101346
A. J. Stone


     Clerks net salary July 06+50% broadband 
£  1,025.06


    101347
Graham Sillman

     Clear NHNR stream, & allotment site,
£  1,050.00










     playing field inspection, repair log bridge, 

                                                                                          clear undergrowth copse, skatebowl repair, bark,

                                                                                          safety matting, lift/clean, replace cattle grid.


     
 101348
T. H. Neale


     Grass cutting-August 2006


£    180.00



 101349
Vision ICT Ltd.

     Annual Web-site use & support costs

£    232.65

              101350
A. J. Baxter


     Grass cutting playing fields-August 2006
£    297.70

                101351
Playsafety Ltd.
                  Annual NHNR pond safety inspection
£      77.55


   101352      E. Batts                                    Renewal of Chairman’s virus checker             £      25.41
              101353
A. R. Honey

     Litter picking and safety checks.                     £    132.50



 101354
R. McDonald

     P/T caretaking fees + Skatebowl clean for 
£    129.75   








     August 2006

                      101355
A. J. Stone


     Clerks net salary August 2006 + 50% 
£ 1,060.73

                                                                                          contribution 
to broadband service + travel 

                                                                                          claim 29/6/2006 – 14/9/2006

  101356      HM Revenue & Customs
     Income Tax and Nat. Insurance for July, 







     August, September 2006


£  2,394.01  
   

                                                          Total Expenditure
  £  8,290.53 

 06/53        DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 


 28th September 2006 

Allotments Sub-Committee  (7.00pm) 


 28th September 2006 

Planning Committee  (7.30pm)

           
 12th October 2006 

F & GP Sub-Committee   (7.00pm)


 12th October 2006 

Planning Committee   (7.30pm)


 19th October 2006 

Remembrance Day Sub-Committee (7.00pm)


 19th October 2006  

Property & Land (Estates) Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)


 19th October 2006 

Council  (8.00pm)  


                  The meeting finished at 10.02pm 


