NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER 2005, AT 8.15PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts, and Councillors M. Baker, I. Battersby, E. T. Beaver, 


Mrs. A. Dykes, G. A. Griffiths, Mrs. J. C. Laver, P. R. Massey, Mrs. B. A. Newport, 


G. P. Parkhurst, P.C. Pheysey-Jones and P.C. Stevens.

Others Present:   
   Mr. Miller and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

05/85     
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


Apologies were received from Councillors S. Elliott and M. Grande.                 

05/86   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillors E. Batts declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 05/88

Resignation of the Caretaker of Seacourt Hall, as he was employed as the Secretary to the 

Seacourt Hall Management Committee.  Councillors Mrs. A Dykes, Mrs. B. A. Newport and 

P. R. Massey declared personal interests as members of the Seacourt Hall Management 

Committee.

05/87     
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                
 There were no matters raised by members of the public.  

05/88
 URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Councillors AGREED that the item, raised by Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport should be 

admitted for discussion as ‘Urgent Business’ and discussed as Item 05/91/6:



     ‘Seacourt Hall – Resignation of Caretaker – Implications for the Parish Council’

                    Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes as Chairman of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee and 

     Councillors Mrs. B. A. Newport and P. R. Massey as Parish Council representatives on the 

     Management Committee to report. 

  05/89
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

              i). The minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held on Thursday 24th NOVEMBER 

                  2005, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish 

                  Council.
 


 ii). The minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS held on: -



 a).  Thursday 20th October 2005, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 

                         Chairman of the Parish Council.

                   b).  Thursday 1st December 2005, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 

                         Chairman of the Parish Council. 

05/90         CLERKS REPORT



Councillors NOTED the following: -


1).   Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update.

a).  That Tony Honey had reported that the play equipment was in good working order.

2).   Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents and Advice – Details for Councillors 

  Information

  Councillors NOTED that the Clerk had received: -

· An invitation from the South East and South West Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust 


 
and the Vale of White Horse District Council inviting a representative to attend the 

discussion about health and wellbeing issues for the Vale area on Thursday 2nd 

February 2006, 10.00am - 1pm (including lunch) at the Abingdon Guildhall (Roysse 

Room).  (Further details could be obtained from the Clerk) 

· A copy of the Health Scrutiny News for November 2005

· Reimbursements from the Botley W.I. and Robin Birch (Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 



Oxfordshire) for the cost of wreaths provided for the Remembrance Day Service. 

· A copy of the County Council’s Information Strategy Consultation for Bus Services.
Councillor G. P. Parkhurst took the 38-paged document.

· A copy of the County Council’s Fares and Ticketing Strategy Summary and 
Questionnaire for Bus Services.  Councillor G. P. Parkhurst took the 82-paged document.

· An invitation from the County Council to comment in respect of those bus services 
subsidy contracts that were being reviewed in the Abingdon and Oxford area.

(Copies sent to Councillors Batts, Parkhurst and Pheysey-Jones)

· A Statement of Community Development – The Local Development Framework 
concerning the changes to the Council’s approach to planning, resulting from 

new planning legislation (Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004) and the 

Council’s new approach in preparing a Statement of Community Involvement.

The District Council invited representations on its proposals contained in a 52 paged 

document by Friday 6thJanuary 2006.  (Original document to Councillor Griffiths)
3).   A Selection of letters written by the Clerk or Chairman, or received by the Parish 


Council 

  
Councillors NOTED that:

· A letter had been received from Oxfordshire County Council stating that they are not 



convinced that extra signage is needed in Arnolds Way to advertise the fact that motorists 



are approaching an area where there are playing fields.  (Copies sent to Councillors Batts, 



Beaver and Pheysey-Jones). 

· Details had been received of the proposed Highways Management Arrangements for the 



removal of unauthorised signs.  (Copied to Councillors Batts and Pheysey-Jones)

· A letter had been sent to Oxford City Council indicating the Parish Council’s 

support for the proposals contained in their Draft Air Quality Action Plan.

· A letter had been sent to Councillor P. C. Stevens, Chairman of the Parish Plan 

Steering Group, responding to the highways issues he had raised at the Parish Council 

meeting held on 24th November 2005.  (Copied to Councillors Batts, Parkhurst 

and Pheysey-Jones)

· A letter had been received from Woodcote Parish Council concerning the Youth Service 



budget in Oxfordshire.  (Copied to all Councillors)

05/91         COUNCIL MATTERS


1).   Budget and Precept Proposals for 2006/2007 and Revised Estimates for 2005/2006



The Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer summarised the Budget and Precept proposals




for 2006/2007 and the Revised Estimate details for 2005/2006 contained in his report.  He 



explained that the proposals before Council were those agreed by the Finance and General




Purposes Committee at their meeting on 24th November 2005 where it was AGREED to 



RECOMMEND to Council that the net budget requirement for 2006/2007 of £55,715 be 



financed by implementing option 3 (page 12 of the budget report) Halfway House (50/50).



Following an explanation of the new bids for 2006/2007 he explained the projected level

 


of balances at 31/3/2006 and 31/3/2007 and answered a number of questions from

   
      Councillors.
 

                     RECOMMENDATIONS

                   a).   Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED the resolution proposed by Councillor 



Mrs. A. Dykes and seconded by Councillor G. P Parkhurst that Council  

       AGREES that the following bids, supported by the Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee,   

                          i).  are incorporated into the 2006/2007 base budget, namely,

	ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE
	£
	
	£
	   

	Wildlife Amenities Area (North Hinksey Nature Reserve) Ongoing maintenance (grass cutting, weed control, dog bin service, hedge maintenance, stream and pond maintenance, litter picking and vandalism)   (Ongoing bid)
	
	
	  550
	

	
	
	
	
	

	PLAYING FIELDS SUB - COMMITTEE
	
	
	
	

	New and Replacement Equipment  -  (One-off bid in 2006/2007)
	
	
	
	

	a).  Wicksteed ‘Spirowhirl’ – replacement roundabout poles 

      including installation.  (Best estimate)
	3,000
	
	
	

	b).  Wicksteed ‘Holly Hedgehog’ – new sit-in spring rocker
	   860
	
	
	

	c).  Wicksteed ‘Spiderweb Roundabout’ – repair parts and fitting 
	   300
	
	4,160
	

	
	
	
	 
	

	HIGHWAYS SUB -COMMITTEE
	
	
	
	          

	Clearance/cutting of sides to concrete path running from Cedar Road to Hurst Rise Road  (Twice a year)    (Ongoing bid)
	
	
	   600
	

	                                                                                                    Total
	
	
	£5,310
	


                   b).   Council NOTED that: -

                           i).  the budget for 2006/2007 includes the yearly contribution of £5,000 to the 

           
                    Pavilion Development Fund.    



c).    Council NOTED that the revised budget for 2005/2006 included the following 

                           expenditure: -

      


 i).  Administration – ‘Web Site Design Budget’


      


 A budget of £1,905 for the creation of a North Hinksey Parish Council web-site.  





 This money was approved at the P.C. meeting held on Thursday 28th April 2005, 





 (item 04/163/5) and is included in Administration – General Administration – 





      Web-Site Design budget. (Item 19), revised estimate for 2005/2006 (only).

ii).  Allotments Sub-Committee – ‘Hedge and Tree Cutting Budget’
      The revised budget for 2005/2006 includes £1,500 for reshaping the hedge at the 


Wildlife Amenities Area.  This expenditure was an approved bid in 2004/2005, 


but was not spent due to a delay in the redevelopment of the site.  The unspent    balance was returned to General Fund balances.  A request for a supplementary estimate of £1,500 was approved by Council at its meeting on 24th November 2005. 

iii).  Allotments Sub-Committee – ‘Hedge and Tree Cutting Budget’ 

       A supplementary estimate £200 in 2005/2006 for cutting conifer trees was 


approved by Council at it meeting on 27th October 2005.

 


  iv).   Allotments Sub-Committee – ‘Wildlife Amenities Area – Development Budget’  




 The Chairman of the Parish Council and the Chairman of the Allotments Sub-




 Committee agreed urgent expenditure of £408 in 2005/2006 to cover the cost of 




 supplying and fixing safety notices, to protect the Council’s interests and meet 




 insurance requirements, after members of the public started using the site 




 before its planned opening date.  Council ratified the expenditure at its meeting 




 on 24th November 2005. 

d).   Councillors NOTED that the original budget for 2006/2007 made NO allowance 


 for any additional expenditure on the Playing Fields Sub-Committee’s proposed 

 
 Adventure Playground (Upper playing field) and resurfacing of the Children’s 


 Play Area (Lower playing field), in addition to the anticipated Developer’s 

        Contribution of approximately £26,000.
 e).    Councillors were reminded that no allowance has been made in the 2006/2007 

         budget to cover the financial cost of any works arising from the requirements of 

 

the Disability Discrimination Act.  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED the 



proposal by Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones and seconded Councillor P. C. Stevens 

 

that any such costs should be charged to General Fund balances.  



f).    Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED the proposal by Councillor P. C. Stevens,



seconded by Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones that any uncommitted balances at 31st 



March 2006, on ‘Web-Site Design’ and the development of the ‘Wildlife Amenities 



Area’ (North Hinksey Nature Reserve) are returned to ‘General Fund’ balances at 



that date.  In the case of the ‘Removal of Dead Trees in Hinksey Village’



earmarked reserve that the transfer of the balance on the fund is made with 



immediate effect.   

           Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED the proposal by Councillor P. C. Stevens, seconded 

           by Councillor G. P. Parkhurst that the Council approves: 




g).   A net budget for 2006/2007 of £55,715.





h).   A revised net budget for 2005/2006 of £57,790 






i).    The use of £3,073 of General Fund Balances to reduce the Precept requirement for 







2006/2007 from £55,715 to £52,642.  (On the assumption that the tax base remains 







the same this represents a draft Parish Council Tax at Band D of £31.56, (£29.43 in








2005/2006), an increase of £1.84 a year, or 3.5p a week ( 6.2%)). 






Councillors congratulated the Clerk on his budget document, which they found easy to 

                        understand and follow.  



2).   Schedule of Council and Sub-Committee Meetings for the Financial Year2006/2007

  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED the proposal by Councillor M. Baker, 

  seconded by Councillor G. A. Griffiths that Council approves the meeting dates for 

  2006/2007 without amendment.

3).   Parish Council Web-Site – Feedback on the Provisional Web-Site

  Councillors were pleased with the provisional web-site design, which had been demonstrated  

  before the meeting. Councillors E. Batts, Mrs. J. C. Laver and Mrs B. A. Newport thought 

  that it was very good and pitched at the right level.  Councillor P. C. Stevens asked if details 

  of the web-site could be advertised in The Sprout Magazine.  The Clerk confirmed that this 

  had already been arranged and would be announced in the December/January edition, with 

  more details in the February 2006 copy.  

  The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts thanked the Web-Site Working Group for the work that 

  they had put into preparing the provisional web-site. 

4).   Grass Cutting Tender Details

                          The Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer reported that the Council had received two 

completed tender documents and Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that they would be considered by the Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee on 19th January 2006, who would then report their recommendation to the Council meeting 

on 26th January 2006.


5).
Grant Application Request – Abingdon & District Citizens Advice Bureau



Councillor G. P. Parkhurst proposed and Councillor P.C. Stevens seconded the resolution 


  that Council confirms the payment of a £200.00 grant for 2005/2006, to the Abingdon 


  and District Citizens Advice Bureau, from the Subsidies and Grants Non-Section 137 


  Grants budget.  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED the resolution.  


 

6).   Seacourt Hall – Resignation of Caretaker – Implications for the Parish Council




The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts left the room and took no further part in the discussion on 




this item.  The Vice-Chairman, Councillor Mrs. J. C. Laver took the Chair for this item 




of business.  

Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes as Chairman of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee 

explained that the Caretaker had resigned for a number of reasons which she would 

explain to the meeting.  After seeking advice from the Clerk, the Chairman, Councillor Mrs.

J. C. Laver ruled that the meeting should go into confidential session, as it was apparent that the details to be discussed involved the conditions of employment of an employee of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee.  (See confidential minutes)  

Mr. Miller left the room before the meeting went into confidential session at 9.05pm, finishing the session at 9.30pm.

At the end of the item Councillor E. Batts rejoined the meeting and took over the Chair. 




    6).   Reports from Chairs of Other Committees  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

  i).   PLANNING COMMITTEE

         The Chairman, Councillor G. A. Griffiths reported that to the best of his knowledge the 


shop and flat at 78A West Way had been sold to the owners of the proposed cattery. 

  ii).   ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE


Nothing further to report.

  iii).   HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE   


    The Chairman, Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones believed that the work undertaken by 

          the County Council’s Highways Division at the junction of North Hinksey Lane and 

          West Way was incomplete.  Action:  Councillor Pheysey-Jones to contact the 



    County Council to discuss his concerns.  



    Councillor Pheysey-Jones reported that he had received a copy of the County 

          Council’s draft proposals for allowing parish councils to remove of unauthorised signs

          and had noticed that the County Council required that the Parish Council increased its

          public liability insurance from £5m to £10m.  The Highways Sub-Committee would 

          consider the proposals at its meeting on 19th January 2006.     

 

 iv).   PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE





Nothing further to report.



 v).  REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE




Nothing further to report.




vi).  BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE


          The Chairman, Councillor G. P. Parkhurst reported that he and the Clerk would attend

  

a meeting on Monday 19th December, at South Hinksey Village Hall, to discuss issues relating to the A34 around the South Hinksey junction with representatives of the Highways Agency and their contractor Mott McDonald. 
   

  vii).   SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE




Nothing further to report.

 viii).   WEB-SITE WORKING GROUP

         Nothing further to report.

 ix).
PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP

         The Chairman, Councillor P.C. Stevens reported that the third free issue of ‘The Sprout 



Magazine’ was ready for printing and would be distributed next week.  The ‘Party in 



the Precinct’ held on Saturday 10th December went well and raised £189.00 for the 

         Viva Network.   


    The Parish Plan Steering Committee had made an application to the O.R.R.C. for a

          grant of £2,000.


05/92         REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.



District Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport reported that she had attended a recent presentation from 



Abingdon and District C.A.B., where it had been confirmed that the Parish Council’s grant to the



C.A.B. was one of the more generous ones they receive.



The V.W.H.D.C. were hoping to put details of planning applications on-line on 19th December 

                  2005.



05/93        OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED.





Oxfordshire County Council
  News for Towns & Parishes – December 2005


    “                 “           “
  Review of Subsidised Bus Services correspondence 


S.E. & S.W. Oxon Prim. C.T.
  Invitation to a meeting to discuss health and wellbeing issues 





  for the Vale.


Oxon Joint health Overview & 
  Health Scrutiny news – November 2005


Scrutiny Committee 


Abingdon and District Citizens
  Grant Application 2006/2007


Advice Bureau


Thames Valley Police
  Poster advising parents against buying replica guns. (Put on 






  Jubilee noticeboard)


NALC


  D.I.S.  Issue 620  28/11/2005


SPICE News


  Winter 2005-12-11 


WRVS                                            Enquiring whether the Council would pay grant aid.  (Copy to 





                 
  Cllr. Parkhurst)


Oxford Inspires

   

Newsletter winter 2005/06



  A. J. Baxter
Tender for playing fields grass cutting contract

             
     Berinsfield Community Business   Tender for playing fields contract

 05/94
     ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT




Ch. No.
Payee


   Expenditure




 Amount  101245
North Hinksey/Botley    Grant to set-up costs



£   200.00

                                         Parish Plan


101246

S. L. C. C’s

Clerks membership fee 2006


£   118.00 


101247

H. P. Beuzeval

Shaw House-Grass cutting to Nov 2005

£     56.00


101248

Staples U.K. Ltd.
Stationery




£     21.95


101249

T. H. Neale

Grass cutting to Nov 2005  Churchyard, 







Village Green and clearing allotments 

£   122.00


101250

Rigby Taylor Ltd.
Pitch marking materials



£   120.74 101251

A. R. Honey

Safety checks/litter clearing December 05            £   280.46







(4 weeks @ £25.74) + Clearance of vegetation 







at various sites


101252

R. McDonald

P/T caretaking fee/skatebowl clean for Dec.05
£   126.04


101253

A. J. Stone

Net salary December 2005 + Nov/Dec

£   974.29







Broadband contribution. 


101254

Inland Revenue

I/Tax and N/I contributions Oct/Dec 2005
£3,812.25


101255

Abingdon/District CAB
Grant 2005/2006



£   200.00
   

                                                          Total Expenditure
 £ 6,031.73 
 05/95        DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

                             
  



12th January 2006 

Allotments Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)



12th January 2006

Planning Committee  (7.30pm)



19th January 2006  

Grants Working Group  (7.00pm)



19th January 2006 

Highways Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)



19th January 2006 

F & G P Sub-Committee  (8.00pm)



26th January 2006 

Playing Fields Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)



26th January 2006 

Council  (8.00pm)

             The meeting finished at 9.45pm       



