NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 29th APRIL 2010, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
     The Chairman of the Parish Council Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport and Councillors    

                               E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, Mrs. J. Godden, A. Hardiman, M. R. Harper, P. C. Pheysey-Jones, P.C. Stevens, Mrs. V. Warner and S. Woodward. 



Councillor S. Elliott joined the meeting at 8.30pm

Others Present:      Dr. N. Carter, Mrs. J. Hammett, D. Miller, A. Pritchard and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

09/147  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

 Apologies were received from Councillors N. Q. Khan and District Councillor Mrs. J. Shepherd. 

09/148   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


      There were no declarations of interest. 

09/149
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                     The following questions had been notified to the Parish Council.

                     Mrs. J. Hammett  
                   ‘How can NHPC justify the considerable expense which was undoubtedly incurred by their 

                   recent newsletter on the Louie Memorial Fields bearing in mind it is believed that the Matthew 

                   Arnold questionnaire was carried out some 18 months ago and the results could have been put 

                   on the NHPC website earlier and, more importantly, that the information on the 'drop in' 
                   meeting is confusing, inaccurate, incomplete and embellished and has not been verified by an 

                   independent authority.

                   The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport replied:
                   ‘The Parish has honoured its commitment to the public to issue the results of the public
                   consultation process. The Parish Council issued the newsletter to ensure that all households in 
                   the parish had access to the outcomes, as previously comments to the Parish Council had 
                   highlighted that not all residents had computer access to the Parish Council web-site. 
                   You are entitled to your own view of the value of the Matthew Arnold survey and the 
                   information that resulted from the consultation meeting.  Your views do not accord with those of 
                   the Parish Council’. 
                   Dr. N Carter 
                   Watching the grass being cut recently in the lower part of Louie Memorial Field, I remembered 
                   what Dr Webb wrote in her report on biodiversity:
                   "The flora and fauna of this area would benefit from a wider strip of long grass being left uncut 
                   until mid August."  It was cut very close to the woodland, in fact far closer than in past years.  
                   Can the Parish Council tell us why Dr Webb's expert recommendation was ignored and 
                   whether the PC did not agree with what she suggested and if so, why?
                   The Chairman of the Playing Fields Sub-Committee, Councillor E. Batts replied:  
                   ‘The grass has been cut as per this and previous years instructions, which remain in force until 
                    Dr's Webb and Lamberth have completed their management plan, which once issued will 
                    replace existing arrangements.
                    Mr. A Pritchard
                    Had notified the Parish Council of 24 questions concerning the pre-consultation, post 
                    consultation newsletter and other questions. 
                   The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport replied:

                   ‘Dr. Pritchard in answer to your questions, we are taking advice and will be writing to you in due 
                   course.  However, as a general comment it may be helpful to put the role and responsibilities of 
                   the Council into context.  Most are elected representatives, not delegates.  This means that we act 
                   in what we see as the best interests of our constituents.  If we, as we believe it is right, seek to 
                   consult on ideas, we will listen and weigh in the balance the views expressed but we do not and 
                  should not slavishly follow the views expressed.  We, along with all Councils, have a legal duty 
                  to act in what we see as the best interests of those people who live or work or visit or have an 
                  interest in our area’.   
09/150       URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH 
                  COUNCIL


The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport reported that the Council had received details of a 

                   meeting organised by the Oxford Preservation Trust at the Key Learning Centre, Oxford Castle, 

                   on Tuesday 18th May.  Councillors Mrs. B. Newport and E. Batts agreed to attend as NHPC 

                   representatives.   
09/151
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

            i).   The PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 25th March 2010, were AGREED 

                  as an accurate record and signed by the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.
 ii).   The minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meetings held on:
                          a).  Thursday 4th March 2010, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 
                               Chairman of the Parish Council. 
                         b).  Thursday 8th April 2010, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 
                               Chairman of the Parish Council. 

09/152       APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP            
                  MINUTES
                  There were no minutes awaiting approval. 

09/153       CLERKS REPORT
  

Councillors NOTED that:
                  1).   Playing Fields
                           Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks – Update
                           Roy Newport had reported that the play equipment was in working order.  
                  2).    Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents, Advice and Correspondence – Details for 
                           Councillors Information 
                           The Council had received the following details/sent the following correspondence or 
                            arranged the following meetings: -

          a).  The newsletter giving the results of the public consultation meeting held on 20th 
               February regarding additional play equipment for older children and environmental 
               improvements to Copse and Fenland, had as requested, been circulated to households 
               in the parish.  

                           b).  M/s Ag MacKeith had forwarded a copy of her letter to the Service Manager of Target 
                                 Rental, complaining about what she had described as football style floodlights that 
                                 are on all night at their premises in Hinksey Yard. 

                         c).  Bert Beuzeval had written to the Council to advise that he was no longer a member of 
                                 the Parish Plan Steering Committee or a Director of The Sprout magazine and will not 
                                 be involved in arranging elements of the Botley Festival 2010. 

                          d).  The Casual Vacancy Notice following the resignation of Mrs. Janet Bartlam would    

                                 remain displayed until Thursday 29th April.  Assuming no request for an election had

                                 been received by the V.W.H.D.C., by that date then this and the vacancy for Graham 
                                 Parkhurst would be filled by the Annual General Meeting of the Council on 13th May.  

          e).  TOE had confirmed that it would contribute towards the cost of the specialist reports 

                provided by the environmental experts covering the Louie Memorial Copse and Fenland.   
          f).  Councillors Mrs. B. Newport, E. Batts, A. Hardiman and P. Stevens will attend the 

               ‘New Waste Services’ presentation at the Abingdon Guildhall on Wednesday 19th May. 
          g).  A copy letter from the VWHDC relating to the Louie Memorial Playing Fields, Copse 
                and Fenland project. 
                           h).  Botley Litter Pick
                                 The Council thanked M/s Ag MacKeith for organising it and those who had participated 
                                 and helped clean up our area on 10th April.  
                     i).  Brian Short had e-mailed a reply concerning the provision of salt-bins.  (E-mail 
                           previously circulated to councillors on 22nd April). 

09/154      COUNCIL MATTERS

                        1).    Remembrance Day Service - 2010

                                 Councillor E. Batts confirmed that the Bishop of Oxford had agreed to be the Speaker at the 
                          Remembrance Day Service on 14th November 2010.
                        2).    Casual Vacancies

                          The Parish Clerk confirmed that the Casual Vacancy Notice following the resignation of 

                          Mrs. Janet Bartlam would remain displayed until Thursday 29th April.  Assuming no request 

                          for an election had been received by the V.W.H.D.C., by that date then this and the vacancy 

                          for Graham Parkhurst would be filled by the Annual General Meeting of the Council on 13th 

                          May.  
     3).    Garden Competition 2009

   Councillor E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, Mrs. J. Godden and P. C. Stevens, along with the Parish 
   Clerk offered their services as guides for the Garden Competition to be held on Saturday 3rd 
   July 2010.

           4).    Botley Traffic Advisory Committee

                   Councillors NOTED that the next meeting of the BTAC had been arranged for Thursday 20th 
                   May and asked for the following items to be put on the agenda:

                   a).  The proposed traffic lights at the Hinksey Hill interchange.  
                   b).  Faulty lighting in the ‘Upper’ subway under the A34.   

                   c).  The hedge in Westminster Way

                   d).  Cars parked in Raleigh Park Road, (Brookes Students?)
                  5).   Oxfordshire Rural Community Council 90th Birthday 

                          Councillors NOTED that the Council had completed the ORCC forms about life in our 
                          Parish for O.R.C.C. and that O.R.C.C. intended to use the information in their 90th Birthday 
                          Publication.  The Council had been asked to nominate a community group that had made a 
                          difference and three were nominated: Botley Lunch Club, The Sprout and the Community 
                          Orchard.  Two invitations had been received inviting representatives from our parish to 
                          attend their 90th Birthday Celebration on 3 July 10.00 am - 2.00 pm at Abingdon Four 
                          Pillars Hotel.  Sadly, this date clashed with our NHPC Garden Competition and as a result 

                          there were no representatives available to attend the function.

Action:  The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport agreed to contact O.R.C.C. and 

inform them that there would be no representatives from North Hinksey.  
           6).    V.W.H.D.C.

                   Councillors NOTED Mary Lambe’s retirement as the V.W.H.D.C’s. Landscape Officer.  
                   Mary had advised the Council at the end of 2009 that she would be retiring but asked that 

                   this fact be kept out of the public domain until this month.  A letter of thanks for her advice 

                   and help over many years and good wishes on behalf of the Council had been sent by the 
                   Chairman and circulated to all councillors.  Mary had been involved in the design of the 
                   Elms Parade improvements, obtaining grant aid for the N.H. Nature Reserve and had drawn 

                   up the Masterplan for the Louie Memorial Fields Projects.  This had led to the Vale’s 
                   nomination for a special one-off Big Lottery Grant for District Councils and the subsequent 
                   provision of the new children’s play equipment in the ‘Lower’ playing field.    
                   Councillors UNANIMOUSLY expressed their thanks to Mary and wished her an 

                   excellent retirement.  
  7).    Redevelopment Plans for the Louie Memorial Playing Fields and Environmental 

          Improvement Plans for the Louie Memorial Copse and Fenland 

          The Parish Clerk informed Councillors that following the public consultation meeting on 

          20th February 2010, the approved redevelopment and environmental plans had been revised 

          to exclude the original planned seating arrangements in the copse and fenland. 

          Mrs. J. Hammett informed the meeting that one of the proposed sights was on a badger 

          sett.

          A. Pritchard wanted to know whether all Councillors supported the redevelopment plans. 

          Councillor P.C. Pheysey-Jones proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the 
          resolution that ‘Councillors fully supported the revised plans for the redevelopment of 
          the Louie Memorial playing fields and environmental improvements to the Copse and 
          Fenland’.

          Councillors voted UNANIMOUSLY to SUPPORT the resolution.
  8).    Noticeboard in Laburnum Road 
          Councillors NOTED and THANKED the shop owner for kindly agreeing to continue the 

          established practice of allowing the Parish Council noticeboard, situated on the side wall of 
          the shop to remain free of charge. 
                        9).    Reports from Chairs of Other Committees  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

 i).  PLANNING COMMITTEE

      The Chairman, Councillor P.C. Stevens reported that the meeting scheduled for 4th May 

      had been cancelled due to a lack of business.



ii). 
ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE, INCLUDING THE COMMUNITY ORCHARD  

      The Chairman, Councillor S. Elliott reported that outstanding issues had been discussed at the recent Allotment holders meeting.  Two people were now looking for allotments.

      He would arrange for a sign to be put up by the water pump saying that it needed priming before water delivery and would arrange for a bucket to be left by the pump for priming purposes.

      Action:  Councillor Elliott to arrange for the sign and bucket.    

 iii).  HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE

         The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts reported that the No. 66 bus service would be run every 30 minutes. 

 iv).  FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE 

        Nothing further to report.

  v).  NORTH HINKSEY NATURE RESERVE  
        It was reported that the nature reserve was looking good.  
               
   vi).  PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE

        The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts reported that the damaged gate posts had been replaced, the new gates were being manufactured and security poles would be placed inside the erected gates.

  vii).  REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE 

           Nothing further to report.

 viii).  CHAIRMAN’S AND WEBMASTER’S REPORT   

           The Parish Clerk reported that the web-site had been recently updated. 

     Other Connected Organisations    
   ix).  LOUIE MEMORIAL PAVILION TRUST

       The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts briefly reported that there had been break-ins, but did not go into any details as they were subject to YV Police investigations.
    x).  SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
           The Caretaker, Councillor E. Batts reported that the stolen lead from the roof was currently being replaced.  The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport reported that she and Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes had been looking at replacement ovens/hobs.
        xi).  BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE


                Nothing further to report.

       xii).  NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP

               Parish representative, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport reported that a number of events 

               would be held at Marcham over the weekend of 19th June 2010.

09/155      REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.



County Council

                   County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden reported that the County Council were arranging to consult 

                 with all councils, other than parishes, on the provision of disabled parking spaces.

                 District Council    
                 District Councillor T. Quinlan reported that the Vale had just missed out on a top award.  The 
                 annual LGC awards recognising excellence in local government have been decided.  South and 
                 Vale were shortlisted in two categories – efficiency and transformation and management team.     

                 Disappointingly, the Vale did not win either but reaching the last six was a very creditable 
                 achievement and one that both councils could feel justifiably proud about.

                 In total just 14 district councils made it onto the shortlists of six for each of the 18 categories.  
                 South and Vale were two of only five councils that were shortlisted in more than one category.

                 Overall they can be very pleased with the recognition they received.  He believed it confirmed 

                 that the pioneering work the two councils were doing was getting noticed at a national level.  They 

                 aim to enter the awards again next year and hopefully would go one better.
                 In partnership with the Police the District Council had achieved some spectacular results in 
                 Community Safety in the Vale.  The top line regarding the stats for 2008/09 to 2009/10 was:-  

                 i).   Recorded Crime was down by 16.3%, 988 fewer actual crimes (which included such things as 
                        assault, robbery, shoplifting, criminal damage etc.). 

                ii).   Acquisitive crime (which included burglary from dwellings, robbery of business or personal 
                        property, theft of or from vehicles) was down 16.2%, 108 fewer crimes.

                 As has been stated in national news reports from time to time it was the perception of crime 
                 problems that appears to be increasing, especially in the way that the media concentrated on 
                 criminal activity. 

                 District Councillor Quinlan reminded the meeting that generally litter cleansing in the area was 

                 with contractors.  The car parks and shopping area were covered by the Managing Agents, 
                 Angerman, Goddard and Lloyd.  The area at the rear of Iceland was split between the Vale’s 
                 Agents and Mr Howse and, while it may look untidy it must be remembered that it was a busy 
                 working area not regularly frequented by the public.  Issues in these areas needed to be addressed 
                 to Mr. L. Rodway in the Vale’s Estates Department, who had told him that he was conscious that 
                 litter in these areas can be an issue and was regularly in contact with AGL when necessary. 

                 General litter/waste issues should be addressed to the Waste Management Department at the Vale.   

                 The current contact person was Ms. Laura Hopkins.  District Councillor Quinlan had been in 
                 touch with Ms. Hopkins and she had informed him that she had met with Mrs. Liliane Hall and 
                 Veolia around Botley in March (her second week back at the Vale). She reported that the areas 
                 around the shopping centre, West Way and Cumnor Hill had seen a vast improvement and Mrs.

                 Hall e-mailed her to say thank you. 
 09/156      OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED



           Oxon C. C.



Home to School Newsletter – Summer 2010 

                  NALC



Direct Information Service circulars


           HM Customs and Revenue
Tax and NI instructions for 2010/2011

                  O.P.F.A



The Playing Field Magazine – Spring 2010   (Copy to Cllr. Batts)
  09/157
    ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

    Ch. No.
 Payee


Expenditure



                Amount  


    101856
Botley Evening TWG
Grant Aid 2009/10



£   100.00


    101857
St. John Ambulance
Grant Aid 2009/10



£   100.00

    101858
Graham Sillman

Removal waste, roll football pitch and supply
£   630.00

                                                                               and erect new noticeboard

  
    101859
NH&B Parish Plan

Re-imbursement of expenditure from ORCC
£   794.05 








Grant.


    D/Debit
V.W.H.D.C.

1st Instalment NND Rates – LM Pavilion
£     52.36  


    101860
O.A.L.C.


Annual Subscription 2010/2011


£   814.69


    101861
O.R.C.C.


Annual Subscription 2010/2011


£     30.00


    101862
Oxford Green Belt Net.
Annual Subscription 2010/2011


£     15.00


    101863
M. Rankin


Services provided after LM Pavilion break-in
£   105.00 


    101864
A. Hawkins


Travel costs of advisory visits to the NHL
£     20.00








Community Orchard


    101865
John Haynes

Boarding up costs after break-in at LM Pavilion
£   123.67


    101866
Oxford Glass & Glazing      Boarding up costs after break-in at LM Pavilion
£     99.87




Systems Ltd.

 
    101867
Oxfordshire Nature

Travel and Attendance at consultation meeting
£  180.00




Conservation Forum
on 20/2/2010


    101868
AON Limited

LM Pavilion Insurance 01/05/10 – 30/04/2011
£  172.50


    101869
R. S. Newport 

Litter Picking/Safety Checks (01/04/28/04/10)  
£  111.72


    101870
M. Rankin


P/T Pavilion Caretaker – April 2010
 
£  136.95


    101871
A. J. Stone 


April 2010 net salary + 50% Broadband

£  925.12  


                                                                                      Total Expenditure 
            £4,410.93

 09/158      DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 

                  13th May 2010 



Annual General Meeting  (8.00pm)

                  27th May 2010  



Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

                  27th May 2010 



Planning Committee  (7.45pm)




10th June 2010 



Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.00pm) (if the 
                                                                   meeting scheduled for 27th May 2010, is not held)
                  17th June 2010



Remembrance Day Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)



17th June 2010 



Planning Committee  (7.45pm)




24th June 2010 



Council  (8.00pm)

Council passed the resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Section1, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100 that the following items were confidential as they involve discussion of action to be taken in regard to a legal issue and as such the press and public were excluded from the confidential part of the meeting.

This part of the meeting finished at 9.35pm

