NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13th MAY 2010, AT 8.00 PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
Councillors:  E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, A. Hardiman, M. Harper, 
                                                      Mrs. B.A. Newport, P. C. Pheysey-Jones, P. C. Stevens and S. Woodward.
                                Councillor Mrs. V. Warner joined the meeting at 8.40pm 
                                        

Others Present:   

Mr. D. Miller, Mrs. J. Barker, Dr. N. Carter, Mrs. J. Hammett, Mrs. P. Pearce, 

                               Mrs. E. Sabin and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

The Clerk took the Chair for items 10/01 and 10/02.  

10/01         APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

               
Apologies were received from Councillors N. Q. Khan, Mrs. J. Godden and District Councillors 

                   Mrs. J. Shepherd and T. Quinlan. 

10//02
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


Councillor S. Elliott proposed and Councillor Mrs. A Dykes seconded the resolution that


Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport be re-elected as Chairman of the Parish Council.  There were no 

                   other nominations.


Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to elect Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport as 

                   Chairman of the Parish Council.

10/03
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


Mrs. B. A. Newport asked for nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman.    

                   Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor A. Hardiman seconded the resolution that 

                   Councillor S. Elliott be elected Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.  

                   There were no further nominations. 

                   Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to elect Councillor S. Elliott as Vice-

                   Chairman of the Parish Council.

10/04
APPOINTMENT OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE, SUB-COMMITTEES AND 

                   CHAIRMAN.


The Clerk reminded the meeting that it was practice for each committee/sub-committee to elect 

                   their respective Chairmen at this meeting and he believed that in the case of the enlarged 

                   Allotments and Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committees members wished to consider the 

                   appointment of Vice-Chairmen.   


a).
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Planning Committee for the 2010/2011 municipal year: -

Councillors:  E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, A. Hardiman, N. Q. Khan,
Mrs. B. A. Newport and P. C. Stevens.  (7)

                           Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes seconded the resolution that 

                           Councillor P. C. Stevens be elected Chairman.

                           Councillor P. C. Stevens was UNANIMOUSLY re-elected Chairman. 

b).
ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Allotments Sub-Committee for the 2010/2011 municipal year: -

Councillors:  E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, Mrs. B. A. Newport and Mrs. V. Warner +

(2 co-optees).  (5 + 2)  (7)
                          Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the resolution 

                          that Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes be elected Chairman.

                          Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes was UNANIMOUSLY elected Chairman. 

                          Councillor Mrs. A Dykes proposed and Councillor S. Elliott seconded the resolution that 
                          Mrs. B. A. Newport be elected Vice-Chairman.
                          Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport was UNANIMOUSLY elected Vice-Chairman. 
c).
RECREATION AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Playing Fields Sub-Committee for the 2010/2011 municipal year: -

Councillors:  E. Batts, S. Elliott, Mrs. B. A. Newport, P. C. Stevens and S. Woodward.  (5) 

                          Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor P. C. Stevens seconded the resolution that 

                          Councillor S. Elliott be elected Chairman.

                          Councillor S. Elliott was UNANIMOUSLY elected Chairman. 

                          Councillor S. Elliott proposed and Councillor A. Hardiman seconded the resolution that 

                          Councillor E. Batts be elected Vice-Chairman.

                          Councillor E. Batts was UNANIMOUSLY elected Vice-Chairman. 
d).
REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Remembrance Day Sub-Committee for the 2010/2011 municipal year: -

Councillors:  E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, M. Harper and P. C. Stevens.   (4)
                          Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes proposed and Councillor M. Harper seconded the resolution that 

                          Councillor E. Batts be elected Chairman.

                          Councillor E. Batts was re-elected Chairman. 

e).
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the Chairman of the Parish Council, the Chairman of the Planning Committee and the Chairmen of the Allotments, Recreation and Amenities and Remembrance Day Sub-Committees, Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones as the Councillor with extensive knowledge of the parish and Councillor Mrs. J. Gooden and a further councillor would serve on the Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee for the 2010/2011 municipal year.

10/05
APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


a).
BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE    (MAX. 4) 


It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Botley Traffic Advisory Committee for the 2010/2011 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  E. Batts, M. Harper, P. C. Stevens and S. Woodward.  (4)

b). 
PAVILION TRUST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   (MUST APPOINT 2)

It was AGREED that ALL members of the Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committee were members of the Louie Memorial Pavilion Trust for the 2010/2011 municipal year: -

(S. Elliott is the Treasurer of the Pavilion Management Committee and the Parish Clerk the Secretary) 
c).
SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   (MAX. 4)

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Seacourt Hall Management Committee for the 2010/2011 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  Mrs. A. Dykes, A. Hardiman, Mrs. B.A. Newport and 

P. C. Stevens.  (4)

d).   PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP   (MAX. 4)
It was AGREED the Councillor Mrs. J. Godden would serve on the Parish Plan Steering Group for the 2010/2011 municipal year.  (1) 

 e).   NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP (NAG - TVP)  (MAX. 2)

It was AGREED that the existing Councillors would continue to serve on the Neighbourhood Action Group for the 2010/2011 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  M. Harper and Mrs. B.A. Newport.  (2)

Councillors believed that Councillor Mrs. J. Godden could attend in her role as County Councillor.  
 f).   GREEN BELT NETWORK
It was AGREED the Councillor P. C. Stevens would serve on the Green Belt Network for the 2010/2011 municipal year.  (1) 
 g).   PARISH TRANSPORT REPRESENTATIVE
It was AGREED the Councillor E. Batts would continue as the Parish Transport representative for the 2010/2011 municipal year.  (1) 

10/06   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

                 There were no declarations of interest. 

10/07     
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

                   Mrs. J. Hammett and Dr. N. Carter read out the following questions which they had notified to 

                   the Parish Clerk. 

                   Mrs. J. Hammett

                   ‘Would the Parish Council concede that the local issue of how they are handling the plans for 

                   changes to the Louie Memorial Fields was a contributory factor for some electors when casting 

                   their votes in the recent parliamentary elections, bearing in mind that three candidates for the 

                   parliamentary seat felt the matter was important enough to become involved, meet 

                   parishioners and listen to their concerns’  

                   The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport replied:
                   ‘The Parish Council is not politically elected and we would not presume to know how people 

                   voted or the different views expressed by the prospective parliamentary candidates’.
                   Dr. N. Carter
                  ‘When will the hydrology work begin in the Louie Memorial Field woodland?’
                   The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport replied:

                   ‘The exact date when the hydrology work will start is under consideration and hoped to be 
                   around mid-June, but will depend on our consultant’s discussions with the hydrologist, his needs 
                   and the company chosen to do the work
                   When exact details are available there will be a notice on the precinct and Louie Memorial 

                   noticeboards and the NHPV web-site.  As you have indicated your approval for the hydrology   

                   work we trust that you will be supportive to those that will be connected with the works that have 

                   to be undertaken’
                   Dr. N. Carter said she was interested in the date as she wanted to offer to help.

10/08         URGENT BUSINESS 
                   There were 3 items of urgent business, which needed to be reported before the next meeting of 
                   the Parish Council on 24th June 2010.
                   a).  Possible Election
                          The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport reported that the Parish Council believed that 

                          there was likely to be an election for the remaining vacancy on the Council, possible on 24th 

                          June 2010.  This had not however been confirmed in writing by the V.W.H.D.C.  If it was to 

                          be held on Thursday 24th June it would mean that the Parish Council meeting planned for 

                          that evening would have to be held on a different day. 
                          The Parish Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council had not budgeted for the cost of such 
                          elections which if it went ahead and depending on the number of candidates, would probably 
                          cost the Parish between £1,550 and £2,500.  This money would have to be taken from other 
                          balances and Councillors would have to consider whether to recover the costs in the 
                          following year’s precept.
                   b).  Garden Scheme 2010
                          The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport reported that due to a shortage of 

                          administrative support and a personal heavy workload, she did not have sufficient time to 

                          undertake the administrative work in organising this year’s event.
                          Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to defer this years event, but asked that the 
                          event continued to be organised in 2011/2012.

                          NOTE:  After the meeting Mrs. Newport received offers of admin help and the event will 

                          take place on 3rd July 2010 as planned.
                   c).   New Waste Services Briefing
                          Councillor E. Batts reported that the V.W.H.D.C. has now completed its survey of all 
                          properties in North Hinksey.  Where people are able to have bins, they will be delivered to 
                          them.  People currently on the Assisted Collection Scheme will remain on it.  The bins will 
                          be distributed from July 2010.  The scheme will be based on foodstuff collected every week.  

                          Both recycled and non-recycled materials will be collected fortnightly, but on different 

                          weeks.  Having bins was not optional.  
                          The V.W.H.D.C. has agreed to write to all households to explain the process.       
                          Mrs. P. Pearce enquired whether the bins would have micro-chips in them.  Councillor Mrs. 
                          Newport informed the meeting that she believed the bins would be chipped or numbered, but 

                          not for ‘Big Brother’ purposes.          

10/09         APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

                   i).   The minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL meeting held on Thursday 29th April 2010, were                         

agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 


            ii).   The minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held on Thursday 16th April 2009,

  
             were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 


10/10
APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP

                  MINUTES

                  i).   The minutes of the PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE, held on Thursday 8th April 
                         2010, were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

                  ii).  The minutes of the HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE, held on Thursday 29th April 

                         2010, were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

10/11

CLERKS REPORT

                   Councillors NOTED the following; - 

  1).  Playing Fields

  Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update

  That Roy Newport had reported the playing field equipment was in good working 
  order.     
2).   Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents and Advice – Details for Information 

        Councillors NOTED the following details and that further information could be obtained 

        from the Parish Clerk.

·      a).  TOE had forwarded a cheque for £1,000 towards the cost of the specialist reports. 
    b).  The Parish Council/Parish Clerk had:

             a).  Completed the draft final accounts and is arranging for them to be audited.  

             b).  Been informed by the external auditor that the Council’s audit date is Friday 2nd 

                    July 2010.

           The Parish Council/Parish Clerk would:

             c).  Display from 17th May to 30th May notices of electors’ rights to inspect the annual 

                   accounts for 2009/2010.

             d).  Make available for inspection the final accounts and supporting details/records 

                    from 1st June to 28th June 2010.    

           The Chairman of the Parish Council had written to Bert Beuzeval to thank him for all 

           the excellent work he had undertaken in the community and originating and organising 
           the Botley Festival.         

10/12
COUNCIL MATTERS

            1).  Consideration of the Draft Unaudited Final Accounts for 2009/2010

                   The Parish Clerk explained the report to councillors and reminded them that each significant 

                   service budget heads expenditure variances was explained.  He answered some questions in 

                   relation to the variance analysis.  
                         a).  Councillors NOTED that: -

                               i).  The accounts and supporting documentation were required to be open to public 
                                     inspection during the period 1st June to 28th June 2010.

                              ii).  The annual external audit had been fixed for Friday 2nd July 2010.

                     iii).  The audited accounts for 2009/2010 and comments made by the Independent Internal 
                             Auditor would be reported to the Parish Council meeting scheduled for 24th June 
                             2010.

                    iv).   At the meeting on 24th June 2010, Councillors would be required to ACCEPT the 
                            audited accounts and confirm the ACCEPTANCE of the audited ‘Annual Return’ and 
                            ‘Statement of Assurance’. 

                         b). Councillor considered the Responsible Finance Officer’s Report and UNAUDITED 

                               final accounts and Annual Report for 2009/2010.
                        Councillor P. C. Stevens proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the 
                        resolution that Council: -

                        a).  APPROVE the final accounts for 2009/2010, subject to audit and 
                              AUTHORISE the Chairman to sign them on that basis. 
                              Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.
                  c).  Councillors CONSIDERED the requests for carry-forwards into 2010/2011.  
                        Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor P. C. Stevens seconded the resolution 
                        that Council AGREE to the following carry-forward of expenditure budgets into 
                        2010/2011: -
                               Playing Fields Budget

	                               a). Grass/Hedge/Tree Cutting/Weed/Waste Removal budget of £2,300, which covered

                                     the cost of the proposed security posts inside the new Upper playing field gates. 
	 

 
	 
	 
	 
	4,950
	2,609
	-2,341

	                               b). Fences/Gates/Signs/Seating budget.

                                     i).  A sum of £2,300, for the purchase of new gates following the arson attack, which 

                                          are of a non-standard size which meant they can only be acquired and installed

                                          during 2010/2011.

                                          The cost to be funded from the Playing Fields and Pavilion Development Fund.
	
	
	

	                                  ii).  A sum of £2,000 for purchase and installation of new signs, which could not be

                                        spent in 2009/2010 as the signs had not been manufactured at 31/03/2010.
	 
	 
	
	
	


                              Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.
                  d).  Councillors discussed the proposed transfers to the higher interest Business Base Rate 

                         Tracker Account. 
                               Councillor S. Elliott proposed and Councillor S. Woodward seconded the resolution 
                               that Council AGREES to the following transfers of funds to the ‘Business Base Rate 
                               Tracker Account’, as shown in the final accounts: - 
                               i). The net planned contributions for 2010 of £7,500 (£10,000 - £2,500 chargeable 
                                   Consultancy fees) to the Pavilion Development Fund.  

                              ii). The estimated contribution for 2010/2011 of £840 for the agreed Clerks Pension 
                                   Fund contribution.  
                               Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.
                         e).  Councillors NOTED that it will receive the AUDITED version of the final accounts for 
                               2009/2010 at the Parish Council meeting scheduled for Thursday 24th June 2010. 
                   2).  Annual Governance Statement 

                   The Parish Clerk explained the ‘Statement of Assurance’ to councillors and that they had to

                   agree the responses.  Councillors then considered the ‘Statement of Assurance’ and the 

                   recorded responses.   
                   Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor A. Hardiman seconded the resolution that 
                   Council AGREES the recorded responses on the Statement of Assurance’.
                   Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.
                  3).  Insurance Review 
                        The Parish Clerk explained the need for an annual insurance review.  Councillors M. Harper 
                        and S. Woodward asked whether there were other insurance companies that the Clerk could 
                        seek alternative quotes from as the cost of the policy would rise significantly due to the 
                        proposed changes to the items insured.  The Clerk confirmed that he would be seeing if 

                        alternative local government insurers were in the market and intended to seek alternative 

                        quotes when renewing in 2011/2012.

                   Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes proposed and Councillor P. C. Stevens seconded the 
                   resolution that Council AGREES to ‘the following changes to the insurance cover for 

                   2010/2011 and a corresponding supplementary estimate to meet the additional costs: -

                          a).  That the following increases should be made to the 2010/2011 insurance policy:

                                 i).  An additional of £60,000 for new children's play equipment.

                                ii).  An increase of £25,000 to the fidelity insurance level, increasing it to £25,000. 

                         b).   A SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE of £1,023.25 to cover the anticipated increase 
                                in insurance premiums. 

                   c).  Councillors AGREE that if the insurance policy was increased again due to any 
                                additional premium to cover the use of the Clerk’s home as the Parish Council 
                                Office, including visits from parishioners, then authority to PAY the increased 
                                premium and APPROVE a supplementary estimate for any increased cost will rest 
                                with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council and that the details 

                                would be reported to the next available Parish Council meeting’. 
                         Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.
                 4).   Revision to Chairmanship and Standing Order Updates 

                        Councillors CONSIDERED the report from the Parish Clerk concerning changes to 
                        Section 43 of ‘Chairmanship’, with regard to number of questions that can be raised by a 
                        single individual at any one meeting.
                        Councillor S. Elliott proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the proposals 
                        contained in the Parish Clerks report, that ‘councillors AGREE ‘to adopted the 

                        changes to Section 43 of ‘Chairmanship’, with regard to number of questions that 
                        can be raised by a single individual at any one meeting’.
                 5).   Meeting Timetable 2010/2011

                        Councillors NOTED the circulated revision to the timetable of meetings which now 
                        reflected the new committee/sub-committee structure.   

                 6).   General Election Result
                        The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport asked councillors to  

                        NOTE the general election result and proposed, seconded by Councillor E. Batts, ‘that 
                        letters should be sent to:-

                        a).  Evan Harris, thanking him the all his good work for the parish whilst its 
                               Member of Parliament.

                        b).  Nicola Blackwood MP, congratulating her on her election as our Member of 
                               Parliament’.

                        Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT the resolution.
 10/13        REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

There were no reports.
 10/14        DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED.


           B.B.O.W.T.


Wildlife News May 2010 Events Diary –May/Aug 2010

             
B.B.O.W.T.


Upper Thames Update – May 2010



Oxfordshire Nature

Biodiversity News 2010 

                  Conservation Forum   
Woodstock Museum-Soldiers of Oxfordshire Military Museum.
 10/15

   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


     Ch. No.
   Payee


  Expenditure




 Amount      

                  101872
NALC


  Annual DIS subscription 2101-2011

£   105.00



  101873
T. H. Neale

  Grass cutting for April 2010


£   160.00



  101874      Oxon County Council
  Printing Newsletter 



£   337.00



  101875
     M. Rankin

  P/T caretaker at LM Pavilion – May 2010 
£   136.95



  101876
     R. S. Newport

  Safety checks & litter clearance  

£   111.72









  (29/04/2010 – 26/05/2010)  

                  101877
A. J. Stone

  Net salary May 2010 + 50% broadband 
£   925.12


 





  Total Expenditure
         

             £1,775.79 

 10/16         DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

                     27th May 2010  


Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

                     27th May 2010 


Planning Committee  (7.45pm)




   10th June 2010 


Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.00pm) (if the 
                                                      meeting scheduled for 27th May 2010, is not held)

                     17th June 2010


Remembrance Day Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)




   17th June 2010 


Planning Committee  (7.45pm)




   24th June 2010 


Council  (8.00pm)




     8th July 2010 


Planning Committee   (7.45pm)

      


   15th July 2010 


Council   (8.00pm)

                     29th July 2010 


Planning Committee   (7.45pm)

                     19th August 2010  
Planning Committee   (7.45pm)
Council passed the resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Section1, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100 that the following items were confidential as they involve discussion of action to be taken in regard to a legal issue and as such the press and public were excluded from the confidential part of the meeting.  

This part of the meeting finished at 8.45pm

