NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 25th JUNE 2009, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
     The Chairman of the Parish Council Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport and Councillors   

                               Mrs. J. Bartlam, E. Batts, S. Elliott, Mrs. J. Godden, M. R. Harper, G. P. Parkhurst, 

                                P. C. Pheysey-Jones, P. C. Stevens, Mrs. V. Warner and S. Woodward. 

Others Present:      District Councillor T. Quinlan,  J. Keen (Item 09/20), Mrs J. Hammett and Dr. N. Carter 

                               (Item 09/21), 22 members of the public and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

09/18  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


Apologies were received from Councillors Mrs. A Dykes, N. Q. Khan and District Councillor J. 

                  Sheppard. 

09/19   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


     There were no declarations of interest. 

09/20
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                   What Action is the Parish Council Intending to take to meet its Responsibilities under the 

                   Health and Safety and Disability Discrimination Acts.

                
 Parishioner J. Keen addressed the meeting.  He explained that his attention had been drawn to the 

                   issue of access to the copse by the article in The Sprout magazine and the insert from the Council 


 about its proposed works in the copse area.  He supported the proposals and asked that the 

                   Council took into account the following points when considering the petition.

                   His daughter had become disabled after a serious accident 5 years ago and now needed 24 hour 

                   care.  As part of her therapy he took her locally on walks.  One of her favourite walks was 

                   through the copse, but twice when trying to do the walk she had slipped because of the path 

                   surface.  He was now reluctant to walk along the path with her and so a route that she was 

                   familiar with is no longer available to her.    

                   He asked the Council to consider its responsibilities for the provision of safe and convenient 

                   access for people like his daughter with impaired mobility.  The Council acknowledged it had a 

                   legal and moral responsibility of a duty of care, under the Health and Safety and Disability 

                   Discrimination Acts.

                   J. Keen also made reference that the public had used the path for a considerable time.  

                   He had lived in Botley for nearly 25 years and it had been used for the whole of that period.  He 

                   believed it was almost certain that the public had established a right of way over the path.  In 

                   places the path was hazardous and inconvenient to use.  The Council as owner of the land had a 

                   duty of care to the users of the path under the Highways Act 1975.  Councillor E. Batts 

                   acknowledged that the council would probably have responsibilities under Section 24 of the Act 

                   and confirmed that the Council would be looking at the 1975 Act to confirm its responsibilities 

                   in relation to designated public footpaths.  Councillors confirmed that the council would be 

                   obliged to meet any legal responsibilities under any Act of Parliament, especially the Health and 

                   Safety and Disability Discrimination Acts. 

                   Mr. Keen informed the meeting that he supported the council’s proposals and could not 

                   understand the objections to the improvements.  He told the meeting that disabled people were 

                   able to use the concrete path between Hurst Rise and Hutchcomb Roads and would listen to the 

                   arguments put forward about the petition with interest.   

  09/21          PRESENTATION OF A PETITION BY MRS. J. HAMMETT CALLED ‘SAVE OUR 

                     COPSE’

                     Dr. N. Carter presented a petition organised by Mrs. J. Hammett.  The Chairman of the 

                     Parish Council, Mrs. B. A. Newport, reminded the meeting of the procedure for presenting 

                     Petitions.  She advised Dr. Carter that she would be allowed 3 minutes to present the petition and 

                     would receive time warnings at 2 and then 2 1/2  minutes.  Councillors would then be allowed to 

                     ask questions on the petition organiser for clarification purposes only and no further discussion 

                     Would be allowed.  The Parish Clerk would then explain the next steps once councillors had 

                     accepted the petition.  



      Dr. N. Carter informed the meeting that 130+ local people had signed the petition as they  

                     enjoyed the natural beauty and wildness and did not want any changes.   It had been an 

                     untouched area for many years and in their view an important wildlife corridor which was 

                     treasured.  

                     She stated that there was a lot of confusion over the proposed works and that they believed they 

                     had only seen selective information and no site plans in relation to works in the copse and that  

                     local people living near the copse had not been consulted, nor listened to.  Dr. Carter felt that the 

                     given remit was unfortunate and she was aware of a recent habitat report.  It was also believed 

                     that anti-social behaviour in the playing fields had increased. 

                     Dr. Carter then explained that to open up the wood, would result in an increase of anti-social 

                     behaviour, including people riding motorcycles through it and threatening walkers.  A further 

                     issue was that local people had heard that the playing fields were to be renamed a park and they 

                     had not been consulted on the change.

                     Councillors then asked a number of questions to clarify issues that had been raised with the 

                     Council about the petition and grant application: - 



     a).  Councillor Stevens asked if Mrs. Hammett had advised petitioners that she had a vested 

                            interest in the copse as she had previously raised issues concerning badgers and referred to 

                            herself as the Chair of the Oxfordshire Badger Group.  Were the badgers still a major 

                            concern regarding the proposed development, did the Oxfordshire Badger Group support 

                            this petition and was she actually the Chairman of the Group as its website had indicated 

                            differently.    

                            Mrs. Hammett informed the meeting that she undertook the petition as a local resident and 

                            was the Chair of the Oxfordshire Badger Group.  She confirmed that the Oxfordshire Badger 

                            Group were fully supportive of her objections to any works in then copse area.  

                   b).  Councillor Pheysey-Jones asked if when seeking signatures for the petition was her  

                         involvement or her issues/concerns about badgers in the copse were every made known to 

                         those who were asked to sign the petition?      
                           Mrs. Hammett acknowledged that she had concerns about the loss of suitable local badgers 

                           habitat as a result of a series of new developments and works.  She informed councillors that 

                           people were aware of her badger connections, but did not say whether she made this fact 

                           known to individuals who she sought to sign the petition. 

                   c).  Councillor Stevens commented that as the proposed works in the copse were dependant on a 

                         TOE grant, had Mrs. Hammett ever contacted TOE to ask that they should refuse funding to 

                         the Council for the proposed works?  

                         Mrs. Hammett informed the meeting that she had not asked TOE to stop the grant payment to 

                           the Council, but to halt it subject to further information being available to the community and 

                           a reconsideration of how the money should be used.  

                    d). Councillor Mrs Bartlam asked Mrs. Hammett if she could please explain to councillors what 

                         information she gave parishioners when asking them to sign the petition.  Did she mention to 

                         any parishioner that a concrete path might be used to replace the existing main soil based 

                         path through the copse and did she suggest that any TOE grant money should not be spent 

                         on the copse but used to purchase new play equipment? 

                           Mrs. Hammett answered that she was told this was the case by Councillor E. Batts who was 

                           the Chairman of the Playing Fields Sub-Committee.

                           Councillor Batts reminded Mrs. Hammett that he had already e-mailed her complaining that 

                           she had chosen to misquoted him and asked her to refrain from implying that he had said that.

                           Mrs. Hammett then referred to a doorstep conversation with Councillor Mrs. Bartlam, where 

                           she stated that Mrs. Bartlam had misinformed her that plans for the copse were on the

                           Council’s website.  Councillor Mrs. Bartlam refuted her claim and reminded Mrs. Hammett 

                           that their discussion was about council minutes not plans.  Councillor Mrs. Bartlam 

                           apologised to her if she had misunderstood their discussion. 

                           Mrs. Hammett informed the meeting that she had never suggested that the TOE grant 

                           should be used to purchase play equipment.    

                    e). Councillor Parkhurst asked Mrs. Hammett if when explaining the petition to people, were 

                          they made aware that any identified Health and  Safety and Disability Discrimination Act 

                          requirements in relation to the copse area main paths would be funded as part of the works 

                          proposed in the TOE brief and not by the parishioners of North Hinksey. 

                         Also, if the grant was refused, any such works or requirements would have to be funded by 

                         the Parish Council, and could result in an increase in council tax levied to all parishioners to 

                          fund that expenditure.   
                           Mrs. Hammett did not answer the question. 

                           The Parish Clerk reminded the meeting that any environmental improvement works done in 

                           the copse would be on specific areas identified and funded by TOE. 

                      f).  Councillor Mrs. J. Godden asked Dr. N. Carter that she noted that the title of the petition 

                            was ‘Save our Copse’ and who did ‘our’ refer to?  

                           Dr. Carter answered ‘Everyone, the whole of North Hinksey’.

                           Councillor Mrs. Godden commented that the signatures on the petition were almost all from 

                           roads around the copse and not from the whole of North Hinksey.   

                      The Chairman of the Parish Council and the Parish Clerk informed the meeting that the Council 

                      was currently seeking advice and guidance from further ecological experts on hydrology and 



  insects as there was a possibility that the fen area might have BAP implications.  Once all the 

                      advice was received and a way forward agreed with them and our consultants on a programme 

                      of works it would be advised to TOE to establish whether they happy with the proposals and 

                      willing to release the grant aid.  The process would involve a presentation and consultation at an 

                      open meeting for all parishioners. 

                      The Parish Clerk also explained that the latest TOE proposals were on the council’s web-site 

                      and the outline project plans were in the May edition of The Sprout.  Mrs. Hammett claimed 

                      that there were no references to work in the copse area until the beginning of June.  The

                      Parish Clerk informed the meeting that this was incorrect and asked Mrs. Hammett if she would 

                      like to reflect on her statement.  Mrs. Hammett did not reply. 

    The Parish Clerk then explained the process for considering the petition and subsequent   

    consultation process.  The Chairman read out the entry in the May 2009 edition of The Sprout 

    about applying for a grant and what maybe possible if successful. 

  09/22          URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

                     There were no urgent business items.

09/23
 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

             i).   The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on Thursday 14th 

                   May 2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish 

                   Council.

            ii).  THE  SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL TO CONSIDER THE DRAFT 

                   PARISH PLAN held on Thursday 30th April 2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and 

                   signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

     iii).  THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON:

             a).  Thursday 7th May 2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of 

                   the Parish Council. 

             b).  Thursday 28th May 2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman 

                   of the Parish Council.             
09/24         APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP

                 MINUTES OF:

                  i).  THE HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING held on Thursday 7th MAY 2009, were 

                        AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.   

09/25        DRAFT PARISH PLAN

     Andrew Pritchard and Mrs. Jenny Barker introduced the final draft version of the Parish Plan. 

     Mr. Pritchard confirmed that there were a small number of stakeholder’s responses still 

    outstanding, which might affect some of the detail in the final document.  The Parish Clerk 

    informed the meeting that he thought the document was a marked improvement on the previous 

    draft and that the PPSG should be pleased with the latest document.  

    Councillors made a number of comments in relation to the text and advised the PPSG of other 

    amendments that needed doing in relation to contact points and responsible public utilities.  

    Discussion concentrated on a number of different action points, especially the 6 that involved the 

    Parish Council and the proposals to investigate the siting of Resident Parking Schemes.     

    Councillors suggested that the PPSG should consider using the Parish Council as a contact point 

    with many of the agencies/public utilities.

    It was agreed that the Chairman of the Parish Council would do a foreword in published version of 

    the Parish Plan. 

    Councillors congratulated the PPSG for producing the final document and looked forward to 

    seeing it in print.

09/26       CLERKS REPORT
  

                Councillors NOTED the following: -   

1).    Playing Fields

 Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update

 There were a number of outstanding issues, which the council was trying to take up with  

 Playdale who supplied the children’s play equipment.

 Undertaking of Safety Checks etc.

 The Parish Clerk reported that although he had advertised for a replacement for Tony Honey,

 he had received no applications for the job.  As checks were needed on a weekly basis he had 

 persuaded Roy Newport to take the job on.  He was extremely grateful that Roy Newport had 

 agreed to take on this important work.

 Fungi Survey in the Copse

 Councillors AGREED that the survey should be undertaken in October 2009.
 2). 
Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents, Advice and Correspondence  – Details for 

        Councillors Information

        Councillors NOTED the following details and that further information could be obtained 

        from the Parish Clerk.

        a).  The V.W.H.D.C. had delivered a waste bid to the new inward bus shelter in Eynsham 

              Road.

        b).  The Chairman of the V.W.H.D.C. had asked for details of any local events which if time 

              allowed she could visit.  The Parish Clerk notified her of the contact details for the Botley 

              Festival and North Hinksey Horticultural Society.

        c).  The AGM of the Abingdon and District Citizens Advice Bureau would be held at the 

              Roysse Room, Guildhall, Abingdon, at 7.00pm, on Thursday 25th June.  

        d).  The V.W.H.D.C. had forwarded details of a Rural Housing Event on Thursday 17th 

              September 2009, at Denman College in Marcham from 12 noon to 3.30pm.  (Further 

              details were available from the Parish Clerk)

        e).  The Council had received a copy of issue 8 of the ‘Vale Community Safety’ leaflet. 

              (Further details were available from the Parish Clerk)

        f).  Thames Valley Police was holding its Force Open Day at the TVP Training Centre, 

              Sulhamstead, Nr. Reading on Saturday 8th August 2009, between 10am and 4pm.  

              (Posters had been put on noticeboards) 

        g).  Oxfordshire County Council had advised that a request had been received from Jacobs 

              UK for a temporary road closure to apply from that part of Cumnor Hill from its junction 

              with the B4044 Eynsham Road, to its junction with Oxford Road, Cumnor effective from 

              3rd August 2009 and lasting approximately 13 weeks. 

        h).  The Vale had again asked that councillors be reminded: -

              i). that any gifts or hospitality accepted or not, over £25, offered to them in their 

                  capacity of councillor, should be declared as an amendment to their registrable 

                  interests declaration. 

             ii). they are required to keep their Register of Interests updated at all times.  Any 

                  amendments must be notified to the Democratic Services Division, V.W.H.D.C., 

                   within 28 days.   


09/27        COUNCIL MATTERS

                        1).   A Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit Service 

                               Councillors CONSIDERED the report from the Parish Clerk and the Review of the Internal 

                               Audit Service undertaken by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council.  They were 

                               satisfied with the report’s content and suggestions.

                               Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the 

                               resolution that: -

                               a).  ‘Councillors accept the reports on the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit Service,  

                                       and 

                        b).   Councillors AGREE that future annual reviews of the ‘Systems of Internal Control’ 

                                and the ‘Effectiveness of Internal Audit’, and the review of the ‘Audit Plan’ are 

                                undertaken by the Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee at their January 

                                meeting’.     

                                Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
 2).   Audited Final Accounts for 2008/ 2009


 The Independent Internal Auditor had completed his audit of the 2008/2009 accounts.


 He had approved them without change and a copy of his letter was circulated to councillors.  

    a).  Councillors CONSIDERED the Independent Internal Auditors (IIA) letter and the Parish 

          Clerk’s comments.  In relation to the following points in the IIA’s letter they made 

          the following UNANIMOUS decisions:

G. Payroll – Pension Fund Interest 

Councillors considered that as the annual contribution made by the Parish Council was a one off sum, not paid on a month by month basis, it was for the Parish Council to decide when the annual contribution was transferred to an earmarked pension fund. Once council approves the annual accounts, it is the practice for the Parish Council to estimate the likely contribution for the current year and instruct the Clerk to transfer a sum of money equal to the anticipated contribution into the higher interest account to start attracting interest.  The actual sum is calculated at the year’s end and any adjustment made to the transfer.  The Parish Council CONFIRMS its agreement to continue the practice of giving interest on the yearly contribution from 1st April in the year in question.  It was noted that the interest given on the 2008/2009 contribution was £16.    

H.  Fixed Assets/Insurance

      That the current level of Fidelity Guarantee Insurance (£100,000), as advised by the 

      external auditor is sufficient, in the knowledge that overall balances only increased 

      by £606 during 2008/2009.  Councillors NOTED the IIA’s reference to a 

      recommended formula for calculating FGI cover based on balances +1/2 precept, 

      which would increase the required cover by approximately £15,000.  

     E.   Income
            Councillors NOTED that the Allotments rental income for the year always exceeds 

            the total of the tenants rent schedule, because people who have paid their annual rent  

            leave plots during the year, which are re-let resulting in additional rental income.

    b).  Councillors CONSIDERED the report of the Responsible Finance Officer on the final 

          accounts for 2008/2009, including the recommendations on the transfer of balances 

          and NOTED the following: -   

                               i).  The accounts and supporting documentation were open to public inspection during 

                                     the period 8th June to 3rd July 2009,

                              ii).  the annual external audit was fixed for Friday 10th July 2009.

                         c).  Councillor S. Elliott proposed and Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones seconded the 

                                resolution that ‘Council APPROVES the audited final accounts for 2008/2009’.  

                                      Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                         d).  Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor S. Elliott seconded the resolution that 
                                the transfers made in the final accounts, namely,

                                i). ‘the net planned contribution of £1,284 (£5,000-£3,716) to the Pavilion 

                                     Development Fund.  

                               ii).  the planned contribution of £846 for the agreed Clerks Pension Fund 

                                     contribution’.    

                                       Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                          e).   Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones proposed and Councillor S. Elliott seconded the 

                                 resolution that ‘the following transfers are made from General Fund balances to 

                                 the following earmarked reserves with immediate affect: -.

                                  i).  Playing Fields & Pavilion Redevelopment Fund
£5,000 

                                 ii).  Legal Fees





£4,000 
£9,000     

                                 Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                          f).   Councillor P. C. Stevens proposed and Councillor G. P. Parkhurst seconded the 

                                 resolution that the following transfers should be made: -

                                 i). ‘ a transfer of the estimated pension fund contribution for 2009/2010 of £800 

                                      should be made into the higher interest Business Base Rate Tracker Account to 

                                      maximise the interest received by the Council’.

                                ii). the necessary transfer into the higher interest ‘Business Base Rate Tracker 

                                      Account’ of £11,084 (£9,000 + £1,284 + £800)’.    

                                 Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.

                          g).   Councillors NOTED that the above transfers to earmarked balances would result in a 

                                  revised General Fund balance of £16,560 (£25,560 - £9,000).           

    3).   Councillors Annual Governance Statement – Annual Return 2008/2009


  Councillors E. Batts proposed and Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones seconded the 

            resolution that ‘Council AGREES and APPROVES the circulated Annual Governance 

            Statement to the Annual Return for 2008/2009 as required by the external auditor’. 
                          Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                         4).   Approval of the Annual Return for 2008/2009

                                 Councillors NOTED the contents and comments contained in the Annual Return.  

                                 Councillor S. Elliott proposed and Councillor P. C. Stevens seconded the resolution 

                                 that ‘Councillors AGREE the contents of the circulated Annual Return, to allow it 

                                 submission to the external auditors’.    

                          Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.

  5).    Repairs to the Seacourt Hall Roof 

           The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council and the Parish Clerk briefed 

           councillors of details of a recent meeting with the V.W.H.D.C. regarding repairs to the 

           Seacourt Hall roof.  Once they had received copies of the revised minutes of the meeting 

           they would submit reasons why they believed the Vale should meet the cost of the repair. 

     6).    Garden Competition - Saturday 18th July 2009 

   The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport updated the meeting on 

   progress in arranging the competition.  Details had been sent to all judges and guides and an 

   article put in The Sprout magazine.

                        7).    Elms Parade Conservation Request Update

                         The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport read a letter from the Oxford Preservation 

                         Trust which supported the retention of the Elms Parade shop facia.

                         Action:  The Parish Council to write to the V.W.H.D.C. asking that they consider the 

                         listing of the Elms Parade shop fascia.  

09/28        REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

                 County Council

                 Nothing to report.

                 District Council

                 District Councillor T. Quinlan reported that the Vale’s Development Control meeting scheduled 

                 for the following week had been cancelled.
 09/29        OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED


  Oxfordshire C.C.

Home 2 School Newsletter – Summer 2009 


Oxon Primary Care Trust
Health News  - Issue 2 2009


NALC


DIS Issues 707/8/9/10


TV Police 


Details of Open Day


B.B.O.W.T.


Wildlife News  - May 2009


B.B.O.W.T.


Upper Thames Update - May 2009


B.B.O.W.T.


Wildlife Diary – May to August 2009 

09/30        ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


    Ch. No.
  Payee


Expenditure



               Amount  


    D/Debit     B Telecom

Parish Council Phone to 10/6/2009  

£    85.27  

                 101742
  BR Consulting

Audit Fee 2008/2009-06-25


£  121.50    

                                                                              LM Pavilion 
     


    101743      T. H.Neale

Grass cutting NH Village Green and Churchyard
£   232.00                                              


  101744      A. J. Baxter 

Grass cutting playing fields – May 2009
 
£   401.33


  101745      Oxford Cons Volunteers
Work in the copse



£     80.00 

                 101746      Graham Hawker   

Supplementary Report 



£   360.00

                 101747 
     VWHDC


Servicing Dog Bins  



£   143.07


  101748
    M. Rankin


P/T Pavilion Caretaker – June 2009
 
£   136.95


  101749      R. S. Newport 

Litter picking and safety checks (4/6 – 1/7)  
£   111.72  


  101750      A. J. Stone 

June 2009 Net salary + Travel Claim +     
 

                                                                              50% Broadband 
 


£1,386.91  



          

                                              Total Expenditure                           £2,958.75
 09/31        DATES OF SCHEDULED FUTURE MEETINGS
 

16th July 2009   

      Council   (8.00pm)

  30th July 2009 


   Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

  20th August 2009  
       Planning Committee  (7.45pm)   (If necessary)

   3rd  September 2009     Remembrance Day Sub-Committee

   3rd  September 2009     Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

    10th  September 2009     Playing Fields Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)   

    10th  September 2009     Highways Sub-Committee  (7.30pm) 

    10th  September 2009     Council   (8.00pm)

Council then UNANIMOUSLY passed a resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100 that the following business was confidential as it involves discussing the re-appointment of the council solicitors and a the consideration of a legal issue and as such the press and public were excluded from that part of the meeting.

      This part of the meeting finished at 9.45pm


