  DRAFT
NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 26th NOVEMBER 2009, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
     The Chairman of the Parish Council Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport and Councillors    

                               Mrs. J. P. Bartlam, E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, Mrs. J. Godden, A. Hardiman,

                               M. R. Harper, N. Q. Khan, P. C. Pheysey-Jones and P. C. Stevens. 

Others Present:      District Councillor Mrs. J. Shepherd, Mr. D. Miller, Mr. A. Pritchard, D. Bagnell and

                               P. Young (Oxford Rugby Football Club) and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport welcomed Councillor A. Hardiman to his first meeting of the Council. 

09/80  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

 Apologies were received from Councillors G. P. Parkhurst, Mrs. V. Warner and District 
                   Councillor T. Quinlan. 

09/81   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


      The Chairman Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport declared a personal and prejudicial interest in 

                   agenda item 09/88/10 Field House as she was a shareholder in the company and Councillor P. C. 

                   Stevens declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the same agenda item as his mother-in-law 

                   was a resident.  As such neither Councillor took part in the debate on that item. 

09/82
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                     There were no matters raised.

09/83         URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH 
                   COUNCIL

                     Report Back on the Opening and Closing Arrangements for the Precinct Toilets, Outside 

                     Seacourt Hall

      Parish and County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden informed the meeting that the toilets were closed 

                   early in the evening to reduce the likelihood of vandalism and rough sleeping.

                   District Councillor Mrs. J. Shepherd reported that the Vale would be putting up notices stating 

                   the opening and closing times for the toilets.  They were being cleaned twice a day and once on 

                   Sundays.  If further complaints were received concerning the cleanliness, the Vale would review 

                   the cleaning schedule.  The opening hours were 8am – 6pm on Mondays to Saturdays and 9am – 
                   4pm on Sundays.  

09/84
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

            i).   The PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 22nd October 2009, were AGREED 
                   as an accurate record and signed by the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.

            ii).  THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS held on: -

                   a).   Thursday 15th October 2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 
                          Chairman of the Parish Council. 

                   b).   Thursday 5th November 2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 
                          Chairman of the Parish Council. 
09/85         APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP

                  MINUTES OF:

                  i).   THE ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING held on Thursday 15th October 
                         2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish 
                         Council.   
             ii).   THE REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING held on Thursday 24th 
                    September 2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the 
                 Parish Council.   
            iii).  THE REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING held on Thursday 19th 

                    November 2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the 

                 Parish Council.   

09/86
 OXFORD RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB – BRIEFING FROM PHIL YOUNG

     Phil Young explained that a wide number of different sports were now being played at the 
            Southern By Pass site.  As a consequence there was a great demand for improved and increased 
            facilities, including changing rooms, viewing areas and hospitality facilities.  The Oxford Rugby 
            Club had been told the club was eligible for a significant grant from the National Rugby 
            Foundation to improve facilities, but the offer had an expiry time which meant that the club
            needed to progress an application urgently.  He produced drawings of a new proposed clubhouse 
            and viewing area and mentioned that the club had been in discussions with the V.W.H.D.C. prior 
            to submitting a planning application.


     Councillors thanked Phil Young for informing them of their proposals and sight of a drawing of 

            the proposed new clubhouse and viewing area.  The Parish Clerk informed Phil Young that if he 

            arranged for details of the various sports to be sent to him in ‘Word’ format he would arrange for 

            the details to be posted on the Council’s web-site.
09/87       CLERKS REPORT
  



 Councillors NOTED that:

1).    Playing Fields

 Following the recent arson attack at the ‘Upper’ playing fields, Council had sought the views of the Crime Prevention Officer.  (See item 09/87/2/d)

 Skatebowl
 The Council was still waiting to receive the commissioned reports from Gravity Engineering regarding: -

a) A structural report on the damaged skatebowl.

b) The estimated cost of repair, if Gravity Engineering considered this a possibility.
Until these reports were received the Parish Council was unable to progress any claim on its insurance company or consider what action should be taken in relation to the damaged skatebowl. 
 2). 
Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents, Advice and Correspondence – Details for 

        Councillors Information

        Councillors NOTED the following details and that further information could be obtained 
        from the Parish Clerk.

        a).  Oxon C.C. Publications 

              The County Council had advised that its Fire Authority Integrated Risk Management 
              Action Plan 2010-2011 could be viewed at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/irmp
        b). Thames Valley Police 

             Had issued: -

             i).  The November 2009 version of its Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Update. 

                   (Copies had been forwarded to Councillors and put on noticeboards).  
            ii).  A Community Ringmaster Message warning residents of a refund scam where bogus 
                   officials offered to give council refunds, relating to council tax, business rates or 
                   benefits.  (Details had been circulated to all Councillor and put on noticeboard) 
        c).  The V.W.H.D.C. had again asked that Councillors be reminded: -

            i). that any gifts or hospitality accepted or not, over £25, offered to them in their capacity 

                of councillor, should be declared as an amendment to their registrable interests 

                declaration. 

           ii). they are required to keep their Register of Interests updated at all times.  Any 

                amendments must be notified to the Democratic Services Division, V.W.H.D.C., 

                within 28 days.       

      d).  Allianz Insurance/Crime Prevention Reports 

            Allianz Insurance had requested that the Council meet with the TVP Crime Prevention 
            Unit to discuss additional security measures at the Louie Memorial ‘Upper’ playing field.  
            Councillors E. Batts, P. C. Stevens and the Parish Clerk had subsequently met with Roger 
            Foster the Vale/TV Police Crime Prevention Officer.   The Parish Clerk informed the 
            meeting that he had, that day, received replies from Roger Foster, which he then 
            circulated to Councillors.  After considering the reports, Councillor E. Batts proposed 
            and Councillor S. Elliott seconded the resolution that Parish Clerk be instructed to 
            seek quotes from approved suppliers for a CCTV system at the Louie Memorial 
            ‘Upper’ playing field.  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution. 
     e).   External Auditor
            All the required documentation and the certified paperwork had been returned to Arrow 

            Accounting, who would undertake the statutory Internal Audit duties for the Council.  
 3).   Christmas Dinner

     Councillors informed the Parish Clerk of their interest in having a meal at the Bilash 

     Indian Restaurant following the December meeting of the Council and their willingness to
     pay £20 a head.  Councillors Mrs. J. Godden, M. R. Harper, N. Q. Khan and P. C. Pheysey-
     Jones were unable to attend. 
       09/88       COUNCIL MATTERS

                 1).  Annual Return for the Year Ended 31st March 2009

   a). Councillors considered circulated copies of the Annual Return for 2008/2009 and NOTED 
the comments of  the external auditor in that the level of fidelity guarantee cover, still appears to be insufficient in light of the bank balances held at 31st March 2009 and the amount of precept subsequently received in April 2009.  Councillors were reminded that they had on audit advice increased the level approximately 2 years ago, which had resulted in increased insurance premiums.  Councillors considered that as the level of balances reduced below the current level of fidelity guarantee for a significant amount of the  financial year and in the knowledge that a considerable sum of the earmarked balances was intended to be used on the playing field development project, that the current level of fidelity guarantee was sufficient and did not warrant a further increase in insurance premiums.  

        Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor S. Elliott seconded the resolution that ’Council ACCEPT and APPROVE the audited Annual Return for 2008/2009, after CONSIDERING the audit comments, AGREEING to leave the level of fidelity guarantee as it is was.  Council to review the level again at the insurance policy renewal date in the knowledge that the Council intends spending earmarked balances on a number of redevelopment and improvement projects’. 

        Councillors voted to SUPPORT the resolution by 10 votes to 0 votes, (Councillor M. R. Harper abstained from voting).
  b). Councillors NOTED that to meet the Council’s statutory completion of audit requirement 
a copy of the audited accounts and a ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ was being 


displayed on the Jubilee noticeboard (Precinct) for the required 14 days (November 20th - 

           December 3rd 2009)  
2).  Proposed Additional Waiting Restrictions – Arthray Road, North Hinksey

The Chairman of the Highways Sub-Committee, Councillor E. Batts explained the Oxfordshire County Council’s proposals and a circulated a map showing the proposed increased restrictions.  Councillors considered the proposals and the problems that had been caused for buses, emergency vehicles and refuse lorries by cars parked in the road.  Councillor Mrs A. Dykes proposed and Councillor P. C. Stevens seconded the resolution that ‘Council fully supported the proposed parking restrictions in Arthray Road’.  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution and asked that the Parish Clerk let the County Council know of their decision.

 Action:  The Parish Clerk to inform the County Council.
 3).   Brookes University Proposal for a Community Path which would cross the Eastern 

         Corner of the ‘Upper’ Playing Field  
 The Chairman of the Playing Fields Sub-Committee, Councillor E. Batts and the Chairman of 

 the Planning Committee, Councillor P. C. Stevens gave a brief description of the proposals, including some screening.  They informed Councillors of the outcome of a recent meeting with Brookes University consultant, Miles Thompson (West Waddy).   They explained the Brookes had requested that the Council considered allowing a cycle/footpath with lighting across the ‘Upper’ playing field, to link with their proposed cycle/footpath leading to their recreational/sports buildings/student accommodation.  Miles Thompson had acknowledged that Brookes University were keen to see this happen as it would benefit their students/visitors who were cyclists or pedestrians.  
 The Council’s stance was that if they did agree to such a scheme, after consulting with local residents, then Brookes should agree to maintain the path for a minimum of 5 years and pay the electricity costs/replacement of any faulty or vandalised lighting in perpetuity.  Miles 
 Thompson had explained  in a letter dated 19/11/2009, that Brookes would not maintain the path beyond the first year and would not pay for the electricity or repair costs of lighting on Council land.  

 Councillor E. Batts informed the meeting that the lighting bollards would be in the region of £200 to replace.  A number of Councillors expressed reservations about the proposals and felt 

 that the benefits to the Parish Council were small and did not justify taking on what would be significant additional costs.  Councillor S. Elliott proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the resolution that ‘Councillor Batts informs Miles Thompson (West Waddy) 
that the Parish Council is unwilling to pick up what would be significant additional costs as Brookes University students and commercial recreational facilities would be the major beneficiaries of the path’.  Councillors voted by 10 votes to 1 vote (Councillor P. C. Stevens voting against) to SUPPORT the resolution.   
Action:  Councillor E. Batts to inform Miles Thompson (West Waddy) of the decision. 
         4).   Circulation of the Annual Council Newsletter – February 2010

                 The Parish Clerk explained that Councillors need to consider by what means it would be 

                 circulating its annual newsletter for 2010 in the knowledge that it was proposed to have a 

                 larger letter to include details of the Council’s proposals for the redevelopment of the Louie 
                 Memorial playing fields and improvements to the Copse area.  The newsletter would also 
                 contain details of the public consultation meeting, where there would hopefully be talks from 
                 a number of different experts who had been commissioned to undertake specialist studies etc.  
                 The normal practice over the last 3 years was to include a 2 page newsletter in The Sprout 
                 Magazine, but the next edition would not be printed/distributed until late January or early 
                 February 2010.  
                 Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that the annual newsletter should be extended to 

                 include details of the proposed playing fields redevelopment and copse improvements to 

                 inform all residents of the proposals before having a public consultation meeting.  Councillors 

                 would hand deliver the newsletter in January 2010 and Councillors Mrs. J. P. Bartlam, 
                 Mrs J. Godden and M. R. Harper asked to see the draft of the newsletter before it was sent.

                 Action:  The Parish Clerk to prepare a draft article for the newsletter after discussions 
                 with the Council’s consultant for the project.       
         5).   Councillor I.D. Badges

Councillors NOTED that the V.W.H.D.C. had informed the Parish Clerk that their photo-ID equipment was playing up at the moment, but they were in the process of ordering  replacement equipment.  The Vale had indicated that to process the photo ID’s would mean that each Councillor must present themselves at the Vale offices to have their photograph taken, preferably at the same session. 

                        As a result of this delay the Parish Clerk agreed to investigate the possibility of having 
                        traditional name badges for the following Councillors, Mrs. J. Bartlam, Mrs. J. Godden, A.  
                        Hardiman, M. Harper, N. Khan, Mrs. V. Warner and S. Woodward.  
                        Action:  The Parish Clerk to find a business who is able to produce the name badges. 
                6).   Art Project at the Louie Memorial Pavilion and Playing Fields



        Councillors considered a circulated report from Abigail Brown and Karen Brown (Community 
                        Safety Projects Officers, Vale White Horse Community Safety Partnership) of their proposals, 
                        costings, identified funding sources in the knowledge that Councillors had already indicated 

                        support for a project provided that no costs were incurred by the Council. Councillors noted 

                        that included in the funding sources shown in their report was a contribution from the Council 

                        of £800.  After some debate Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to provide Council 

                        funding up to a maximum of 10% of the £2,480 estimated cost of the project. 
                        Action:  The Parish Clerk to inform Abigail  Brown and Karen Brown of their decision to 
                         fund a maximum of 10% (£248), of the estimated project cost of £2,480. 
   7).   The District Chairman’s Community Award Lunch – 6th March 2010

                          Councillors noted that the Chairman of Vale White Horse District Council, Councillor Allison 
                          Rooke was planning to host the Chairman’s Annual Community Award Lunch at the 
                          Guildhall, Abingdon for ‘Unsung Heroes of the Vale’.  Councillor E. Batts proposed Marina    
                          Bennett and Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport proposed Terry Saxton.  The official   
                          nomination form must include reasons why the individual has been nominated for the award.
                          Action:  Councillors E. Batts and Mrs. B. A. Newport to provide the Parish Clerk with
                          the required information to support the individual applications.  
                 8).    O.C.C. Review of Subsidised Bus Services
                          The County Council had asked for comments in relation to their review of the Service 44 – 
                          Oxford-Boars Hill-Abingdon route.  This was a peak and off-peak service deploying one bus   
                          from Oxford and Abingdon via South Hinksey, Sunningwell and Boars Hill.  Operation 
                          into/out of Oxford was a loop from Hinksey Hill via A34, Botley Road, City Centre and 
                          Abingdon Road – Anti-clockwise AM and Clockwise PM.
                          Councillors considered the proposals and UNANIMOUS AGREED to make no
                          comments on the proposals.
                  9).   North Hinksey & Botley – Vale Waste Proposals – Local Issues
                          The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport informed Councillors that she and Councillor 
                          E. Batts had recently had a very useful meeting with the V.W.H.D.C. about proposed changes
                          to the waste collection service locally.   The Parish Clerk had circulated copies of a paper 
                          prepared by Mrs. Newport Councillor which identified potential problems within the
                          collection route.  Mrs. Newport gave a brief summary of the proposals and asked Councillors 
                          to let her know of any further potential problems.  The Vale would arrange a local meeting to 
                          explain the new collection process and information packs would be delivered to households.
                          There would be a common collection day for all bins, which would change from the current 
                          collection days. 
                10).   Field House
                          Councillor Mrs. J. Godden informed the meeting that she and Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport 
                          had received copies of a petition from Field House, headed Save Our Residential Warden.  
                          Councillor Mrs. Godden then explained that it was a complicated issue as services had been 
                          provided by Oxfordshire C.C. and the Housing Association.  O.C.C. now needed to reduce 
                          funding availability as it had to spread available funds over a wider area and to achieve this it 
                          was reducing grant aid to Housing Associations, who in turn had less money to help fund 
                          warden services.  O.C.C. was now introducing neck alarms.    
                          Field House had a team of wardens based there who were responsible for a much larger area.
                          The fact that they were based at Field House had given the impression that there had been a 
                          permanent warden for that site.  The question is whether Field House should be treated as an 
                          exception due to the nature of the residents who needed warden help rather than specific care,
                          although carers are needed by some residents.  O.C.C. had agreed to look at the 
                          situation/needs of Field House again.
                          Councillor Mrs. Godden agreed to keep Councillors updated on events.
                 11).  Seacourt Hall Roof – Additional Problems

           The Chairman of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport and the Hall Manager and Booking Clerk addressed the meeting and explained that lead flashing had been stolen from the roof of the Hall.  This had been reported to the TV Police and a crime number obtained.  The theft had also been reported to the S.H.M.C’s insurers with a view to claiming for the cost of replacement lead flashing.  

  12).  Progress of the Parish Action Plan

           a).  The Council representative on the Parish Plan Steering Group, Councillor Mrs. J. Godden
                 gave a brief update on recent events.  Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport informed the 

                 meeting that she had the previous afternoon been delivered a copy of the plan.  Mr. A. 

                 Pritchard confirmed that it was the final version.  Councillors Mrs. Newport was 

                 disappointed that the final version gave no details of contact points for residents in case 

                 when reading the Chairman’s introduction it may be mistaken as from the Parish Council.  
                Mr. Pritchard confirmed that when extra copies were printed appropriate details would be 

                 included and then informed the meeting that the group had run a fairly successful 
                 Christmas event in the Botley Shopping Precinct on Friday 20th November 2009.
           b). Clarification of Parish Council held funds from ORCC.  
                This item was not discussed as Mr. A. Pritchard confirmed that the Parish Council would 
                be getting a statement of costs incurred on producing the final version of the plan, 

                accompanied by full supporting receipts.   

09/89        REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.
           Vale of White Horse D.C.
                  District Councillor Mrs. J. Shepherd had nothing further to report.

                  Oxfordshire County Council

                  County Councillors Mrs. J. Godden had nothing further to report.
 09/90        OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED


                Oxfordshire CC 



Fire Authority Integrated Risk Management Plan

 
                Oxfordshire CC 



Review of Subsidised Bus Services

V.W.H.D.C.


Vale Community Safety Leaflet


Thames Valley Police
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Circular (Already sent to 
                                                                  Councillors)


N.A.L.C.


Direct Information Service No’s 720/721

Oxon Assn. for the Blind
Grant request 2009/2010   (Section 137)

South & Vale Carers Centre
Grant request 2009/2010   (Section 137)

09/91        ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.

                 Ch. No.
 Payee


Expenditure



                Amount  


    101801
St John Ambulance

Attendance at Remembrance Day Service 09
£      25.00  


    101802
Oxford City Council
Printing Remembrance Day Order of Service
£      72.00


    101803   
Botley WI


Hire of Hall (27/7 & 11/10)


£      40.00 


    101804
BDO Stoy Hayward
External Audit Fee 2008/2009


£    460.00                                                                              


    101805
S. L. C. C.


Training Course Fee



£      15.00


    101806
A. H. Services

Post Elec. Safety Check works at LM Pavilion
£    422.05


    101807
Botley W.I.
 (S 137)

Remembrance Day Service  - Refreshments   
£      50.00


    101808 
Oxon County Youth
Remembrance Day Service Fee
                           £   120.00




Brass Ensemble (S 137)


    101809
Radio Cherwell  (S 137)
Remembrance Day Service Fee


£   100.00


    101810
Dr. Judith Webb 

Consultants Study and Report – LM Copse
£   500.00

 
    101811
Royal BL Poppy Appeal
Wreaths (Net £40.00)



£     85.00




(S 137)


    101812
Oxon Assn for Blind 
Grant Aid 2009/2010



£   180.00 




(S 137)


    101813
South & Vale Carers 
Grant Aid 2009/2010



£   200.00




(S 137)


    101814
Graham Sillman

Various works at Playing Fields, Allotments
£1,946.80 








and LM Copse 


    101815
S.L.C.C.


Clerks Annual Membership 2010

£   168.00


    101816
R. S. Newport 

Litter Picking & Safety Checks (29/10– 02/12)  
£   139.65


    101817
M. Rankin


P/T Pavilion Caretaker – November 2009 
£   136.95


    101818
Cheque Cancelled

Wrong Amount


    101819
A. J. Stone 


November 2009 Net salary, Travel Claim + 









50% Broadband  



£1,361.56

                                                                                      Total Expenditure 
             £6,022.01
 
 09/92        DATES OF FUTURE SCHEDULED MEETINGS
 

      26th November 2009       F & GP Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)

26th November 2009       Council  (8.00pm)

10th December 2009        Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

   17th December 2009        Council  (7.30pm)  (Please note earlier start)
 


        7th January 2010
 Allotments Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

        7th January 2010
 Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

      14th January 2010 
 Grants Working Group  (7.00pm)

      14th January 2010 
 Highways Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)

      14th January 2010
 F & GP Sub-Committee  (8.00pm)

Council passed the resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Section1, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100 that the following items were confidential as they involved the discussion of discussions with external funding agencies, proposals for actions and measures to reduce vandalism etc., details of  discussions with Thames Valley Police regarding action in relation to the arson attack in the Upper playing field, ongoing discussions with insurers and the consideration of the release of items currently deemed to be of a confidential nature, and as such the press and public were excluded from the confidential part of the meeting.

This part of the meeting finished at 9.55pm

