NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14th MAY 2009, AT 8.00 PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
Councillors:  E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, Mrs. J. Godden, M. Harper, 

                                                     Mrs. B.A. Newport, G.P. Parkhurst, P. C. Pheysey-Jones, 

                                                     P. C. Stevens, Mrs. V. Warner and S. Woodward.
                                        

Others Present:   

District Councillor T. Quinlan, Mr. D. Miller and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

The Clerk took the Chair for items 09/01 and 09/02.  

09/01         APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

               
Apologies were received from Councillors Mrs. J. Bartlam, N. Q. Khan and Mrs. V. Warner. 

09//02
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor Mrs. A Dykes seconded the resolution that


Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport be re-elected as Chairman of the Parish Council.  There were no 

                  other nominations.


Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to elect Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport as 

                  Chairman of the Parish Council.


Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport welcomed Councillor S. Woodward to his first meeting of the 

                  council.  

09//03
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport asked for nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman and 

                  explained that Councillor G. P. Parkhurst was unable to seek re-election as Vice-Chairman due 

                  to increased work commitments.  

                  Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor P. C. Stevens seconded the resolution that 

                  Councillor S. Elliott be elected Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.  

                  There were no further nominations. 

                  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to elect Councillor S. Elliott  as Vice-

                  Chairman of the Parish Council.


Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport on behalf of the whole council thanked Councillor G. P. 

                  Parkhurst for his term as Vice-Chairman and congratulated him on his promotion to a 

                  professorship at Bristol University. 

09/04
APPOINTMENT OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE, SUB-COMMITTEES AND 

                  CHAIRMAN.


The Clerk reminded the meeting that it was practice for each committee/sub-committee to elect 

                  their respective Chairmen at this meeting.   


a).
PLANNING COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Planning Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Councillors:  E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, N. Q. Khan, Mrs. B. A. Newport,

G. P. Parkhurst and P. C. Stevens.  (7)
Councillor P.C. Stevens was re-elected Chairman. 

b).
ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Allotments Sub-Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Councillors:  Mrs. J. P. Bartlam, S. Elliott, Mrs. J. Godden and Mrs. B. A. Newport.  (4)
Councillor S. Elliott was re-elected Chairman. 

c).
HIGHWAYS SUB-COMMITTEE   

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Highways Sub-Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Councillors: E. Batts, Mrs. J. Godden, M. R. Harper, P. C. Pheysey-Jones, P. C. Stevens and 

S. Woodward.  (6)  

Councillor E. Batts was elected Chairman.  

                  d).   NORTH HINKSEY NATURE RESERVE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the North Hinksey Nature Reserve Sub-Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Councillors:  Mrs. J. P. Bartlam, S. Elliott, Mrs. B. A. Newport, Mrs. V. Warner and 

Mrs. S. Elliott (Parishioner co-optee)   (5)
Councillor Mrs. J. P. Bartlam was re-elected Chairman. 
e).
PLAYING FIELDS SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Playing Fields Sub-Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Councillors:  E. Batts, S. Elliott, Mrs. B. A. Newport, P. C. Stevens and S. Woodward.  (5) 

Councillor E. Batts was re-elected Chairman. 

e).
PROPERTY AND LAND (ESTATES) SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Property and Land (Estates) Sub-Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -



The Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council, the Chairmen of the Allotments

                          and the Playing Fields Sub-Committees + Councillor P.C. Pheysey-Jones.   (5)   
f).
REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Remembrance Day Sub-Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Councillors:  Mrs. J. P. Bartlam, E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, M. Harper, N. Q. Khan, 

Mrs. B. A. Newport, P. C. Stevens and Mrs. V. Warner  (8)
Councillor E. Batts was re-elected Chairman. 

g).
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the Chairmen of the Parish Council, the Planning Committee and each sub-committee would serve on the Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year.

09/05
APPOINTMENT OF WORKING GROUPS


a).
GRANTS ALLOCATION WORKING GROUP



It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Grants Allocation Working Group for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -


Councillors:  Mrs. J. Bartlam, E. Batts, Mrs. J. Godden and G. P. Parkhurst  (4)



b).
GRANTS/FUNDING WORKING GROUP 

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Grants/Funding Working Group for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council, Chairman of Playing Fields Sub-Committee, Chairman of the Pavilion Trust Management Committee and Councillor

P.C. Stevens + 1 other nominated councillor. (6)
c).   WEB-SITE ONGOING DEVELOPMENT GROUP 

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Web-Site Ongoing Development Group for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

 

Councillors:  S. Elliott, M. Harper, Mrs. B. A. Newport and G. P. Parkhurst (and the Parish Clerk).    (4)  



Councillor M. Harper AGREED to continue in his role of web-assistant.

09/06
APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


a).
BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE    (MAX. 4) 


It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Botley Traffic Advisory Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  E. Batts, M. Harper, P. C. Stevens and S. Woodward.  (4)

b). 
PAVILION TRUST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   (MUST APPOINT 2)

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Pavilion Trust for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  E. Batts and Mrs. B. A. Newport.  (2)

(S. Elliott is the Treasurer of the Pavilion Management Committee) 
c).
SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   (MAX. 4)

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Seacourt Hall Management Committee for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  Mrs. A. Dykes, Mrs. J. Godden, Mrs. B.A. Newport and 

P. C. Stevens.  (4)

d).   PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP   (MAX. 4)
As there were only two nominations it was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Parish Plan Steering Group for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  Mrs. J. Godden and G. P. Parkhurst.   (2) 

 e).   NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP (NAG - TVP)  (MAX. 2)

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Neighbourhood Action Group for the 2009/2010 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  M. Harper and Mrs. B.A. Newport.  (2)

09/07   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

                 Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes declared personal and prejudicial interests in an item to be discussed 

                  under 09/09 Urgent Business as she was related to the occupant of 7 Eynsham Road. 

09/08     
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

                
 There were no matters raised by members of the public.
09/09
URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

                 Outward Bus Stop Shelter in Eynsham Road

                Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes having declared a personal and prejudicial interests in this item took no 

                  part in the debate and subsequent vote. 


The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport introduced the item as urgent business as 

                  Oxfordshire County Council Highways Division had asked for comments on possible ways of 

                  repositioning the bus stop.  The County Council had now discovered that the location of the 

                  recently installed shelter was unacceptable in terms of health and safety (too close to the road)

                  and accessibility standards (it did not provide sufficient room for disabled electric chairs and 

                  children’s buggies to pass by if people were standing or sitting at the bus stop). 

                  The County Council had received a complaint from Mr. Dykes, 7 Eynsham Road, stating that he 

                  opposed any relocation of the existing shelter to the back of the existing footway, as it would 

                  restrict developer’s access to his land.  The County Council had established that the land in 

                  question was a designated highways land and as such Mr. Dykes had no rights of access across it. 

                  The County Council was proposing two possible solutions, namely:

                  a).  Rotate the shelter and widen the pavement.

                  b).  Widen the pavement and move the shelter away from the edge of the road.

                  Councillor E. Batts explained the advantages and any disadvantages of both options and 

                  councillors debated the proposals. 

                  Councillor P. C. Stevens proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the resolution that ‘the 

                  Parish Council does not support the removal of the bus stop to a different location in 

                  Eynsham Road as it believes the existing location is correct.  The Parish Council supports

                  Option 2, which widens the pavement allowing the shelter to be moved further away from 

                  the road.  Councillors are however disappointed to see that the Option 2 diagram appears 

                  to show that the seat will be removed, as it was believed the seat would be retained’.

                  Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                  Action:  The Parish Clerk to inform Oxfordshire County Council of the council’s preferred 

                  option.
09/10         APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

                  i).     The minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL meeting held on Thursday 23rd April 2009, were 

agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 


           ii).    The minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held on Thursday 16th April 2009,

  
             were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 


09/11
APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP

                 MINUTES

                  i).    The minutes of the ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE, held on Thursday 16th April 2009, were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

                  ii).  
The minutes of the NORTH HINKSEY NATURE RESEVE SUB-COMMITTEE meeting  

                      
held on Tuesday 23rd April 2009, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.                               

09/12

CLERKS REPORT

                   Councillors NOTED the following; - 

  1).    Playing Fields

   Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update

   That Tony Honey had reported that the playing field equipment was in good working order.  

   Retirement of Tony Honey

   The Parish Clerk reported that he had been informed that Tony Honey wished to retire from 

   his casual employment with the Parish Council in the role of P/T Litter Picker and Safety 

   Checks Officer, from Sunday 31st May 2009. 

   Parish Councillors asked the Parish Clerk to write to him and thank him for his hard work 

   during his considerable number of years service.  Councillors also AGREED that although 

   he retired on 31st May he would be paid until 3rd June 2009, the end of his pay week.   

   Action:  the Parish Clerk to write to Tony Honey and thank him for his hard work during 

   his considerable number of years service.     
2).    Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents and Advice – Details for Information 

        Councillors NOTED the following details and that further information could be obtained 

        from the Parish Clerk.
·   The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport had written to 

           Jonathan Kingerlee concerning the proposed name change from Louie Memorial 

           Playing Fields to Louie Memorial Park.     

· The Parish Clerk had:

           a).  Written to The Friends of North Hinksey Village concerning the action taken to 

                 eradicate moles on the village green.  

           b).  Contacted Mary Lambe (V.W.H.D.C.) to enquire when the council was likely to 

                 receive the agreed support funding for work in the copse area.

           c).  Written to Mr. Treuherz, Head of Legal Services (V.W.H.D.C.) in response to his 

                 letter (d/d 16/4/2009), circulated to councillors and discussed at the council 

                 meeting on 23rd April, regarding the Seacourt Hall roof.  The Parish Clerk had

                 requested a meeting between councillors and Mr. Treuherz.
· Councillors NOTED that the first Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee 

           meeting after the AGM, would be held at the Louie Memorial Pavilion, on 

           Wednesday 3rd June, commencing at 7.00pm.

· The external auditor had fixed the council’s audit date for Friday 10th July 2009.  Notices of electors rights to inspect the annual accounts for 2008/2009, will be 

           displayed from 25th May to 7th June 2009.  The final accounts and supporting 

           details/records have to be available for inspection from 8th June to 3rd July 2009.
09/13
COUNCIL MATTERS

                 1).
Road Safety Issues – Junction Yarnells Hill and Westminster Way

                

Councillors NOTED that the Highways Sub-Committee had asked that the meeting 

                         considered this road safety issue which had been raised by a parishioner in e-mail 

                         correspondence to the Chairman of the Parish Council, which had been circulated with the 

                         agenda papers.   

                         Councillors Mrs. B. A. Newport and G. P. Parkhurst led the debate and councillors asked the 

                         Parish Clerk to refer the matter to the next meeting of the Botley Traffic Advisory

                         Committee.

                          Action:  The Parish Clerk to raise this issue at the BTAC.
     2).    Update on Progress in Relation to the Seacourt Hall Roof Repair

     The Parish Clerk reported that he had now received an e-mail from Mr. Treuherz offering a 

     meeting to discuss the need for a roof repair.

     Councillor M. Harper and the Parish Clerk believed that the issue was not about the 

     lease, but about initial design/construction faults that were not picked up by the Vale’s 

     officer who was responsible for ensuring the works were completed correctly.  The Parish 

     Council had no involvement in the monitoring or approval of the construction works.  

     Councillor Mrs. J. Godden believed that if this was the case the Parish Council did not need 

     to incur legal costs at this stage of the discussions.   

     The Parish Clerk reported that Mr. Treuherz had offered a meeting on Wednesday 3rd June 

     and advised that he felt it would be a good idea for the Parish Council to take legal advice 

     beforehand and bring its solicitor along to the meeting.  The legal principle here was basic 

     fairness and was sometimes known as ‘equality of arms’.  If one party has a legal advisor, 

     the other party should be afforded the opportunity to take legal advice as well. 

     Councillors were of the view that as this meeting was an introductory meeting to allow 

     both sides to state their position, there was no need to involve the council’s property 

     solicitor Richard Bell, Darby's Solicitors, at this stage.
     Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that the Parish Clerk should relay this 

     decision to Mr. Treuherz and ask that Cllr. Terry Quinlan and the Vale’s portfolio 

     holder for Estates be invited to the meeting.
     Action:  The Parish Clerk to contact Mr. Treuherz.  


                            3).  TOE Application for Grant Aid and the VWHDC‘s 3rd Party Contribution

                                   Councillors E. Batts, Mrs. B. A. Newport and the Parish Clerk reported that they had 

                                   attended a meeting in the copse area with the TOE assessor, Cynthia Napper, who would 

                                   prepare a report for consideration by the TOE Grants Allocation Committee. 




    4).   Parish Plan Update 






Councillor G. P. Parkhurst reported that the Parish Plan Steering Group had arranged a 

                                   meeting for Friday 15th May.

                                   The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport informed the meeting 

                                   of a recent useful conversation with Anton Nath (ORCC) on the progress and 

                                   responsibilities of the current plan.



    5).
NAG Update






Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport gave a brief update and confirmed that the next meeting 

                                   was arranged for the following week.



    6).   Elms Parade Conservation Request Update

                           The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport informed the meeting that she had not had a 

                           response from the Oxford Preservation Trust (OPT) in relation to her recent letter on this 

                           matter.  Councillor Mrs Newport then proposed that council wrote to the V.W.H.D.C. to 

                           request that they consider listing the parade façade.  District Councillor T. Quinlan 

                           believed that the council should obtain positive support from OPT before approaching the 

                           district council.  This viewpoint was supported by other councillors.

                           Councillor P.C. Stevens proposed and Councillor Mrs. J. Godden seconded the 

                           resolution that ‘the Parish Council obtains support from the Oxford Preservation 

                           Trust for listing the Elms Parade shop facade, before approaching the V.W.H.D.C. 

                           for the granting of such an order’.   

                           Councillor UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.

                           Action:  Councillor Mrs. Newport to approach OPT for their decision. 

09/14          REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

 County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden informed the meeting that the County Council had been  

 sounded out about the purchase of the Swinford Toll Bridge.  She had nothing further to report 

 to the meeting 

 District Councillor T. Quinlan indicated he would, subject to any other pre-booked commitments 

 be prepared to attend the meeting regarding repairs to on the roof at Seacourt Hall, on 

 Wednesday 3rd June 2009.  He had nothing further to report to the meeting.

09/15          DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED.


            NALC


Direct Information Service   20/4/2009

                   B.B.O.W.T.


Upper Thames Update – May 2009


                   B.B.O.W.T.


Wildlife news – May 2009

                   B.B.O.W.T.


Wildlife Diary – May/August 2009 

09/16

    ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


      Ch. No.
   Payee


  Expenditure




 Amount      

                   101732
T. H. Neale

  Grass cutting for April 2009


£     96.00



   101733     Uniter Group

  Service Printer/Clear paper jam

£   109.26



   101734
     St. Swithun’s School
  Hire Mini Bus for Garden Scheme judges
£     15.75



   101735
     A. J. Baxter

  Grass cutting at playing fields – April 2009
£   381.86

                   101736      N.A.L.C.


  Local Council Review subscriptions
             £   156.00



   101737

M. Rankin

  P/T caretaker at LM Pavilion – May 2009 
£   136.95



   101738
     A. R. Honey

  Safety checks & litter clearance  

£   138.95









  (30/04/2009 – 03/06/2009)  

                 
101739
A. J. Stone

  Net salary May 2009 + 50% broadband 
£1,261.37


 





Total Expenditure
         

            £2,,296.14 

09/17          DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

  


 28th May 2009 
Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

   3rd June 2009 


F & GP Sub-Committee (7.00pm)  (Note:  The meeting will be held on a 

                                 Wednesday at the LM Pavilion and followed by an inspection of the copse 

                                  area)

 18th June 2009 

   Remembrance Day Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

 18th June 2009


Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

 25th June 2009 


Council  (8.00pm) 

   9th July 2009 


Grants Working Group  (7.00pm)

   9th July 2009 


Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

 16th July 2009 


Council  (8.00pm)

 30th July 2009 


Planning Committee  (7.45pm)  

 20th August 2009 

Planning Committee  (7.45pm) 

                    The meeting finished at 9.25pm 


