North Hinksey Parish Council

Parish Council Meeting held on 26th September 2002

Chairman’s Note in Relation to the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2002 

The unaudited account before the Parish Council meeting today are for the period 1st April 2001 to 31st March 2002.  Councillors will now be aware of the new audit process, which requires the Council to consider and approve the accounts before 30th September 2002.  The Council also are required to issue the statutory notice, to advertise that the accounts will be open to public inspection on the nominated day, which is 5th November 2002.

Councillors attention is also drawn to the requirement that they agree the Statement of Assurance with regard to the 2001/2002 accounts (see item 02/72 COUNCIL MATTERS item 3 on the agenda). 

With regard to the 2001/2002 accounts, I in my role as Chairman of the Parish Council would like to make the following observations:

The net position at the end of the financial year is an under spend of £11,235 on a precept of £40,000.  This has arisen because certain expected/intended expenditure during the year has either not arisen or has had to be postponed.  The money has been put into balances to cover this expenditure, which will hopefully be incurred in the not to distant future.  Another further reason for under spending is due to the Parish Council reviewing its activities during the year.  This has resulted in a temporary reduction in expenditure for 2001/2002 only.  I have analysed below how this underspend is accounted for:

Expenditure





Budget

Spend

Difference

General Administration has underspent by £2,189.  This is made up primarily of:

Clerks Admin Support
 (Assistance in setting up

software/accounting System)                         
  160

    nil

     160

Training  (temporary reduced need)                           300
                15
                 285

Contingency for Elections                                        1,500

    nil

  1,500

Rent






  440

  224
 
     216

Office Equipment (Purchase of new software/

Accounting system)  Clerk to review need.

  500

    20
  
     480

Other Misc unders/overs



     -

       -                  - 452

Total      2,189
Grants and Subsidies have underspent by £420.

Other Grants (Section 137)                                      2,000
  730                 1,270

Bus Subsidies (net)                                                     970             1,820

-    850




                 420


Jubilee 2002 Events                                                    500                 nil
                 500

                                                                                                                     Total        920
Highways Committee has underspent by £2,662.  This is primarily made up of:

Bus Shelters




           2,950
            2,193

     757

Signs/Notices




              500                    26
                 474

Major Works                                                            1,500                  580
                 920

Trees






  300

    nil                     300

Street Furniture




  500
                nil                    500

Other Misc. unders/overs



    -

      -                   - 109




Total
  2,662
Playing Fields Committee has underspent by £2,207.  This is primarily made up of:

Village Green/Churchyard mowing                          1,160                  750                    410

Playground Expenditure including BMX
           5,800
            3,838
 
   1,962

Hedge and Grass Cutting


           1,750               1,915                  - 165











Total       2,207
Pavilion Trust has underspent by £253.  This is made up as follows:

Pavilion Maintenance



           1,685               1,432                    253
Allotments Sub-Committee has underspent by £567.  This is made up as follows:

Hedge Cutting





  900                  603                     297

Gates and Fences




  300                    30                     270










 
  Total         567
 Other Items

Contingency not used



           1,219
               nil                     1,219

Income

Additional Income not budgetted for:

Insurance Claim




  nil                1,295CR               1,295CR

Footnote 

I intend asking the Clerk to critically review our budgeting process for 2003/2004 to re-alien our budgets with current expenditure trends and to consider with the Finance and General Purposes Committee the use of existing balances and whether the current level of precept is appropriate.

In undertaking the estimate process in October 2002, for 2003/2004, I would ask Committee Chairman to critically exam the adequacy of their base budgets in light of the 2001/2002 out-turn figure and the current level of in year spending.

Cllr. Eric Batts

Chairman of the Parish Council

26/9/2002 

