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LOUIE MEMORIAL PLAYING FIELDS AND COPSE INFORMATION AND DETAILS OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION EXERCISE NEWSLETTER  

Councillors would like to thank all those people who attended the consultation morning on Saturday 20th February, and took time to express their views, indicate their preferences and discuss the proposals with us and the environmental and hydrology specialists, who wrote the reports.  The meeting was held on this day as it was the only common date that all the specialists and consultants were able to make before April, which was too late for the relevant information to be presented to the TOE Board Meeting on the 25 February.  Councillors were encouraged by the attendance and thank residents for indicating their preferences on a variety of subjects following examination of the actual proposals for new play and recreational equipment in the ‘Upper’ playing field, and the environmental improvement proposals for the copse and fenland.  

It was an important meeting as the Council knew that incorrect information about the projects continued to circulate in the community. We hope the proposals will now be judged on their merits and benefits to the local community and the local environment will be enhanced.

The Parish Council has undertaken a consultation exercise at Matthew Arnold School to identify older children’s preferences for new play equipment.  The Council would like to thank school staff who helped with the survey and the comments by children which helped NHPC identify play provision priorities.  The Council believes that due to the size of the school, and the large number of children who live locally, it was a meaningful survey to undertake.  

The results of both the public consultation and the Matthew Arnold School Survey are shown in the following pages. 

RESULTS OF THE PLAY/RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT PREFERENCES FROM THE MATTHEW ARNOLD SCHOOL SURVEY

[image: image3.png]Do you support a new multi-games

area?
NO
6%




[image: image4.emf]
                                                YES  94%     NO  6%                                           YES  88%    NO  12%  


[image: image5.png]Agerange





                                                                        367 children replied to the questionnaire  

RESULTS FROM THE CONSULTATION MEETING ( 20.2.10) – UPPER PLAYING FIELD – NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT FOR OLDER CHILDREN 

1)   Would you like a Trim Trail? 

        YES 85%     NO 15%
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2)   Would you like a MULTI-GAMES AREA (MUGA) with

        fenced sides and goals? 

        YES  91%     NO 9%
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3)   Would you like the Old Skatebowl Repaired?

 YES 32%     NO 68% 
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4)     Would you like a New Skate Park? 

        YES 83%     NO 17%
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4) OTHER ISSUES

Would you like challenging play equipment and a new shelter?


a) Provide teen play and a new shelter

      Oxford Brookes are proposing to construct a tarmac

      cycle route to link their site with Arnolds Way.  It 
      would have bollard lighting.  Would you like this?  
YES 77%     NO 23%



b) Provide a cycle route 

      Would you like surfaced paths around the playing field

      for better access in wet weather?
YES 84%     NO 16%



c) Better access 

      The Upper field is exposed with no trees, shelter or 

      shade.  Would you like some trees to improve the 

      environment, visually soften the play equipment and

      sub-divide the area into distinct areas?
YES 63%     NO 37%

d) Additional planting 

      Would you like the football pitch, play and sports 

      facilities to be dog free?
YES 84%     NO 16%  

e) Make selective areas dog free
YES 62%     NO 38%

RESULTS FROM THE CONSULTATION MEETING (20.2.10) – LOWER PLAYING FIELD – ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS (COPSE AND FENLAND)

1) Water level raised in Lower Wetland to increase biodiversity and to help reduce flooding downstream   and 

Stream diversion at the Fen to keep Fen from dying out and to help reduce flooding downstream.

YES 89%   NO 11%
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2) Would you like a short broadwalk to view the Fen? 

YES 68%    NO 32%
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3) Would you like a viewing/dipping platform to the edge of the lower wetland to provide safe access to the waters edge without disturbing the remaining more sensitive areas?

YES 64%   NO 36% 
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4) Would you like information boards to explain the wildlife that you are likely to see?

YES 79%   NO 21% 
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5) Would you like paths surfaced for better access?  Vote for the option you prefer.

a)    63% supported improvements to the surfacing, or the creation of new paths.  The breakdown was as follows

i) 41% in favour of a circular path 

ii)   17% in favour of improvements to Path A (main mud surfaced path running from the top of the copse to the path running between Hurst Rise and Hutchcomb Rds.

iii) 5% in favour of improvements only to the minor Path B which run from a point from the concrete path, near Hutchcomb Road through the higher part of the copse, coming out near the bottom of the grassed area of the Lower playing field

b) 37% were opposed to any resurfacing or new paths  

       Any improvements to paths will be undertaken using 

       environmentally friendly materials.
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6)   OTHER RELEVANT ISSUES

a)   ENVIRONMENTAL WORKS AND EXPERT GUIDANCE

The Council is conscious of the need to protect the many different areas under the environmental umbrella. To achieve this aim, help increase the bio-diversity, the environmental wellbeing and to seek guidance and advice for environmental improvements, the Council employed experts in the following specialist fields, hydrology, landscape management, flora, fauna and invertebrates.  Natural England was also consulted to obtain agreement for the proposed works as there are other wildlife in the copse.  Specialists are now preparing a management plans for the proposed works and the ongoing management of the copse and fenland. 

b)   ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

As at 7th April, Thames Valley Police have again recently confirmed that they have no reports or have witnessed any anti-social behaviour in the playing fields or copse and fenlands other than the arson attack on the skatebowl and a report of a fire in the copse, which the Council believe was probably the Oxford Conservation Volunteers having a controlled burn of excess sawn wood. The Parish Council employs two staff who regularly walk the copse to remove any litter or rubbish.  PCSO Lisa Prime has also confirmed that she walks the copse and fenland when in the area. North Hinksey is deemed to be a low incident area, where anti-social behaviour is no worse and often better than other local areas.

c) FURTHER DETAILS

Copies of the pie diagrams showing the results of the consultation meeting will be put on the Parish Council’s web-site  www.northhinksey-pc.gov.uk or in Botley Branch Library.  The Council’s web-site will also contains some photographs from the meeting.  

  d)   ARTS PROJECT – LOUIE MEMORIAL PAVILION

        The Parish Council, the Arts Development Officer of the Vale of the White Horse District Council and Matthew Arnold School are arranging for an Arts Project to be undertaken on the outside of the Louie Memorial Pavilion in the Upper playing field.  Any one using the playing field will be well aware that the outside of the building can be described as unsightly and has been heavily decorated with unattractive and offensive graffiti.  This project, which includes an anti-graffiti element, will involve local children undertaking supervised art work, under the leadership of an appointed specialist artist.  The exercise is aimed at getting all those who participate to take ownership and pride in the resultant art work.  It is hoped that by doing this it will reduce the need for others to feel they have to display their graffiti tags etc. elsewhere in the parish.

        The Vale’s Arts Development Officer is planning to bring different proposed designs to the Parish Council meeting on Thursday 15th July 2010.  The total cost will be approximately £2,500, of which the Parish Council is contributing £248.  Councillors firmly believe that it is worth supporting this project in the hope that it will reduce local graffiti problems. 

 e)    TRIM TRAIL

             It is hoped that the trim trail will consist of around 9 different pieces of apparatus. Some items will have been 

             chosen by local school children at Matthew Arnold School.  They will be constructed in both metal and timber 

             following the comments received from the consultation morning.  The trail can be used by both adults and 

             children, and it is hoped that the design will encourage parents and children to use the facility together. 

        TOE has agreed to fund the cost of the trim trail.

 f)     MULTI-GAMES AREA (MUGA)

        The Parish Council is exploring grant sources for the multi-games (MUGA) area and is hopeful of attracting a significant amount of grant aid in the near future. Following recent consultations and meetings with a number of different suppliers, a preferred contractor has been identified whose scheme will provide all the required sport features. Their appointment will be subject to satisfactory trade references etc.  The MUGA will be a full sized 5-a-side and basketball facility.

      g)   DAMAGED SKATEBOWL

             The Council understands that the assessor employed by the Council’s insurers has inspected the damaged 
             skatebowl and made enquiries regarding possible courses of action. His completed report and 
             recommendation(s) will be forwarded to the Council’s insurance company, who in turn will inform the Council of 
             their decision.

             The Council is fully aware of its health and safety responsibilities and as such will abide by the 
             decision of the insurance company, (which will be based on risk and health and safety requirements), 
             as by law the Council needs to be covered by public liability insurance on all its play equipment. 

             The Council will inform residents of the insurance company’s decision, and the subsequent Council’s 
             proposals regarding future skateboarding facilities.

      h)   FENLAND WORKS

             TOE has agreed to fund the planned improvements to the Fenland area to help reduce flooding issues in some 
             back gardens further down Hurst Rise, Hutchcomb and Springfield Roads.  The environmental works will also 
             prevent the fenland from drying out; therefore ensuring that it will be in existence for future generations to 
             enjoy.  The works will be supervised by environmental and landscape consultants.

      i)     OTHER FUNDING IMPLICATIONS

             Work on the boardwalk and viewing and dipping platforms will commence once funding is secured.

       The Parish Council has recently secured funding for the information boards.

