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Forging partnerships that will create a sustainable future for nature

Mrs Briony Newport
Chairman, North Hinksey Parish Council

Thursday 10 September 2009

Dear Briony

Thank you for your update on North Hinksey PC’s plans for the copse and playing field at Louie
Memorial Field. I have been following your application for funding with interest.

1just want to say that I think the way you and your parish council are tackling the twin issues of
antisocial use of the copse and your duty as a parish council to *have regard for the purpose of
conserving biodiversity” under Section 40 of the NERC Act 2006 is exemplary.

The species and hydrology reports you have commissioned before deciding on the best action to
take with regard to the stream should ensure that the existing wetland species are protected whilst
hopefilly it wilt be possible to dredge and enlarge the pond slightly to allow other wetland species
to move in and so increase the local biodiversity. Management of the site will always be necessary
to prevent willow from encroaching but you have this well in hand with regular visits from the
Oxford Conservation Volunteers.

Whilst I am not generally in favour of making wildlife areas too accessible to the general public for
fear of disturbing species I can see the point of putting in this access path, particularly as it exists
already and has been in existence for many years. I think it is unlikely that it will suddenly become
constantly busy and I am sure that once the upheaval of installing the path is over the copse will
settle down again to its old routine.

I hope your meeting goes well tonight.
With best wishes

Cynth

Cynth Napper

Community Officer, ONCF
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