Allotments

The allotments are now starting to come to life as work is starting on this year’s produce.  The council is currently collecting rents for 2011 and will be revising its waiting list for new plots.  Reminders for outstanding rent will be issued soon and if remain unpaid the plots will be re-allocated to people on the waiting list. 
Cllr. Mrs. Ann Dykes   Chairman of the Allotments Sub-Committee

Best Kept Garden and Hanging Basket Competitions 2nd July 2010

All properties in the parish are automatically included, with the judges living outside the area.  At this third annual event they noticed more lovely gardens and baskets than before.  Our thanks to all those who created lovely displays and contributed to the enjoyment and appreciation of those passing by.  The results were: -
Front Garden Competition
1st  80a Westminster Way,  2nd  33 Seacourt Road,  3rd  9 Hurst Rise Road
Hanging Garden Competition
1st  75 Montagu Road,  2nd  145 Southern Bypass, 3rd  5 Seacourt Road

Judging for this year’s competitions will take place on Saturday 23rd July.

Cllr. Mrs. Briony Newport (Organiser)
Highways

      Much has been said recently in local newsletters and magazines concerning the heavy snow that fell on 18th December and the lack of salting and snow clearing in the area.  All routes in the area were gritted during the late afternoon of 17th and in the early hours of the 18th.  Bearing in mind the amount of snow that fell in such a short time no amount of grit would have kept our roads open.

The County Council Highways team are to be congratulated on getting most of the main roads passable on the estate by late Sunday afternoon; there are some issues that have been drawn to the Parish Council about snow clearing which they will be taking up with not only the County Highways but other organisations.

 To see a full list on roads salted and gritted in the Parish please go to the County Council web site www.oxfordshire.gov.uk and click on the winter maintenance section there you will find a map and further information about the County’s winter maintenance programme.

The prolonged snow resulted in further potholes.  These and other highways issues should be reported by either calling 08453101111 or do it online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk (click on the Roads and Transport Section).

      The County Council has issued a Snow Guide for Local Communities in dealing with exceptional snow falls. Details can be accessed by visiting its web-site.  It also advises that residents should visit the DirectGov web-site  http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_191868 .  

In some areas of the parish litter still gives rise to complaints, please report any areas that are badly littered or if you see fly tipping to the district council at www.whitehorsedc.go.uk or call 01235 520202.  If the litter is on land owned by the council then please report it either by email at nhinkseyparish@msm.com  or call the Parish Clerk

On 01865 861992.         
Councillor Eric Batts
North Hinksey Nature Reserve and Community Orchard

North Hinksey Nature Reserve

This well used facility continues to flourish with an abundance of wildlife, flora and fauna.  The reserve will however soon need work to be undertaken to clear weeds and additional planting.  It is hoped to arrange for a group of trained volunteers to help with future maintenance work as part of a proposed scheme of volunteers trained by the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) organisation.  

Community Orchard

There are now 16 assorted fruit trees with more to come.  Many thanks to all the people who kindly donated fruit trees.  The land at the community orchard has been levelled and the grass is growing back, but some areas will need re-seeding and the North Hinksey Horticultural Society have kindly donated £60 towards the cost on new grass seed.  Three seats have been donated and placed in the orchard with a promise of a further seat later in the year.  

Cllr. Mrs. Ann Dykes - Chairman of the Allotments Sub-Committee

Planning 

There have been 3 major applications in the last few months.

1).  Botley Baptist Church Redevelopment, involving the building of a new church with a large block adjoining with a first floor for office or other use, two floors with mature student accommodation and a top floor for two flats.   This has now received planning permission, but with restrictions until Thames Water has completed drainage works.

2).  Seacourt Retail Park.  The site is to the rear of Seacourt Tower housing Homebase, Habitat, a closed store        and a petrol filling station.   The proposal is for 11 units instead of 3 with no petrol station.   Planning policy does not see the loss of the petrol station as an essential community resource so NHPC could not object on those grounds.  However, it did explain to the Vale that parishioners were concerned at the loss of the filling station and the difficulties they will experience as a result of its closure.  A decision from the Vale is awaited.

3).  Lime Road Housing Development.   This is for 130 houses on a site to the south of Lime Road, which has been earmarked for housing development since 1991.  An application for outline planning permission was submitted in 2006 and the Vale resolved to grant planning permission subject to the signing of a Section 106 Agreement; this was not completed by 2010. An outline submission was received in November 2010 for the same site and 130 houses.   The application included the access, which planners advised was the same width as the 2006 application, but other details were reserved for a later submission.   It is expected that this will go 

      before the Vale’s Development Control Committee in March or April. 

Planning Applications

The latest weekly list of planning applications in North Hinksey can be viewed by visiting the following website  www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk   Click on planning applications and then on weekly list of applications submitted.  The sites are in alphabetical order of parish.           
Cllr. Philip Stevens - Chairman of the Planning Committee

Recreation and Amenities

       Development and maintenance of Playing Fields, Louie Memorial Pavilion, Copse & Fen (Arnolds Way) is looked after by the Recreation & Amenities Committee, contact Steve Elliott sgelliott1962@btinternet.com or Oxf 201817 a).  In the upper field we have installed a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) and a Trim Trail – both were fully funded from grant money received from the VWHDC and the Trust for Oxfordshire Environment.  We were grateful to Nicola Blackwood MP and Councillor Val Shaw (Vice-Chairman VOWHDC) who officially opened these facilities in November and to five local 5-aside football teams who entered our inaugural competition.                                                                                                                                         b).  We had to fill in the old skatebowl, but are now asking for your opinion as to whether we should look to replace it with a new skate park.  A questionnaire will be sent out to all parishioners in February 2011 and if there is a positive result, we look forward to once again getting third party funding to deliver this project.                       c).  The Copse and Fen has been a contentious issue to some in the parish.  It is useful to remember that the Council has sought expert advice on the work undertaken so far, including the recent pollarding work of some trees to allow essential light into the reclaimed fenland.  Our experts have written detailed reports on the nature of the copse and fen, including a 3 year management plan to help the Council ensure that this area remains an asset to the whole community for generations to come.  All this information is available on our web-site www.northhinksey-pc.gov.uk. The Council will now look to work with BTCV, subject to funding, an organisation that will help us form a local team of volunteers trained to deliver the management plan and maintaining community owned land.  Time and time again the experts have told us that to do nothing would only result in the Fen dying out, so please have a look at the Fen and Copse in the summer, when we expect the trees and other flora to have grown back significantly.

      Cllr. Steve Elliott – Chairman of the Recreations & Amenities Committee
Remembrance and Armistice Days

The annual service of remembrance took place on Sunday 14th November and once again was attended by a large gathering of all generations. Our speaker this year was the Rev. Headley Feast who spoke most movingly about the importance of remembrance in particular to the current conflicts.  As the years pass it is easy to forget the events of 1914-1918 or 1939-1945 but we must not forget those who died or suffered as the result of those conflicts.

Our Service was once again attended by representatives of local churches, politicians, Commonwealth and foreign high commissions and embassies along with veteran’s organisations youth groups and the Armed Services.  As in previous year’s solders from Dolton Barracks provided the honour guard round the Stone of Remembrance.

The Parish Council would like to express their sincere gratitude to all of those who attended the service, which continues to be a moving yet simple ceremony. Thanks also must go the Botley Women’s Institute for the provision of refreshments after the service. 

Councillors would also like to put on record their sincere thanks to the Parish Clerk for all his efforts in organising the event which takes many months to arrange.  
Cllr. Eric Batts - Chairman of the Remembrance Day Sub Committee

Neighbourhood Action Group

The Rural Abingdon 7 Group (NAG) for villages north of Abingdon was set up by Thames Valley Police (TVP) in 2007.  

Councillors Briony Newport and Mike Harper are our current representatives with meetings every 6 -8 weeks.  If you have any particular concerns then they can raise it at the meetings.  This new way of collaboration working has resulted in many issues being addressed and a bigger presence in this area by the Police. TVP monthly updates are on public noticeboards and can be viewed on the TVP web-site: thamesvalley.uk/pub-pg-nh-upds-n275.htm
Thames Valley Police – Local PCSO’s

Councillors and the Parish Clerk continue to work with local Police officers and PCSOs to help reduce vandalism 

and anti-social behaviour.  The Council values this working relationship and thanks PC Carl Bryant, PCSO’s Lisa 

Prime and Andy McCormack for their excellent work and for arranging their regular ‘Have Your Say’ Meetings 

(Neighbourhood Policing) at the Botley Baptist Church, Westminster Way. 

Hire of Seacourt Hall

Seacourt Hall is the community hall for North Hinksey. It is available for most types of bookings.  The building consists of a large main hall, which will comfortably accommodate 75 people sitting down, and there is also a fully equipped kitchen area.  Upstairs is a smaller room which can be used for meetings and will accommodate 20 people.  Contact the Hall Manager and Bookings Clerk, Eric Batts on Oxford 728775.
