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Parish Council Details

Parish Councillors to 2011 

Mrs. Briony Newport (Chairman),

28 Stanley Close

Tel. Oxford 246497    

Eric  Batts, 

12 Brogden Close

Tel. Oxford 728775

Mrs. Ann Dykes,

19 Conifer Close

Tel. Oxford 251821

Stephen  Elliott, 

(Vice-Chairman)

133 Southern By Pass

Tel. Oxford 201817

Mrs. Janet Godden,

5 Hurst Rise Road

Tel. Oxford 862095

Adam Hardiman

50B Westminster Way

Tel. Oxford 721867

Mike Harper,

48 Hutchcomb Road

Tel. Oxford 791452

Nadeem Q. Khan,

17 Elms Road,

Tel. Oxford 201003

Peter Pheysey-Jones,

3 Yarnells Road, 

Tel. Oxford 240977

Mrs. Anissa Schlichting

35 Hutchcomb Road
Tel. Oxford 243327 

Philip  Stevens, 

110 West Way

Tel. Oxford 246196

Mrs. Valerie Warner,

27 North Hinksey Lane,

Tel. Oxford 245273
Parish Clerk
Alan Stone, 27 Long Close, 

Tel. and Fax  Oxford 861992

E-mail: nhinkseyparish@msn.com
District Councillors

Terry Quinlan,  E-mail: terryquinlan100@googlemail.com
Mrs. Jenny Shepherd, 

17 Deanfield Rd.

Tel. Oxford 439030  

County Councillor 

Mrs. Janet Godden,

5 Hurst Rise Rd,

Tel. Oxford 862095
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               NEWSLETTER 2011

 www.northhinksey-pc.gov.uk    E-mail: nhinkseyparish@msn.com
Chairman’s Foreword

On the 20.2.10 parishioners gave a clear mandate for NHPC to pursue various projects at the Louie Memorial Fields.  These decisions have not been accepted by some living nearby, who wanted no changes and still endlessly criticise the parish council.  We are aware of leaflets distributed by the Friends of Louie Memorial Fields and Copse (unsigned) which contains factually inaccurate information.  It is, of course the right of any individual or body to express a view but it is irresponsible at best, and mischievous at worst, to provide wrong or false information. 

In 1939 the fields and copse area were bequeathed to NHPC for the benefit of all people in the parish.  NHPC is proud to have carried out the wishes of local people and the success of the MUGA, Trim Trail and Copse hydrology work developed by external grants.  The viewing platform and path to the pond was funded by NHPC.  

Since May 2007 the parish council has attracted considerable external funding to complete phases of the 2006 Louie Memorial Fields Project.

Thanks go to Ann Berkeley, our Consultant who has acted as adviser, developed plans, helped with fundraising and managed various projects.   Also to Alan Stone, Parish Clerk for his hard work and patience in carrying out his duties, sometimes under great pressure from those with an alternative agenda to overturn or delay legitimately resolved decisions of the parish council.

Cllr. Mrs. Briony Newport (Chairman)

A Review by the Parish Clerk

As the life of the current parish council is drawing to a close I thought it would be appropriate to reflect on some of the more major achievements and improvements the council has delivered during its four years of service.  As an active council it has raised approximately £220,000 of external funding to enhance/improve aspects of the services it is responsible for, namely, it own allotments, playing fields and open spaces, noticeboards, parish seats, a single bus shelter in Arnolds Way and the North Hinksey Nature Reserve and Community Orchard, the council web-site.  All other major services remain the prime responsibility of either the County or District Councils.  

Allotments

· Completion of the award winning North Hinksey Nature Reserve,

· Creation of the Community Orchard.

· Improvements to allotment sites by provision of a water source for allotments between North Hinksey Lane and the Southern By-Pass.  
· Provision of new gates to the allotment entrances.
· Recreation and Amenities

· Provision of new children's play equipment in the Lower playing field.  

· Provision of a Multi-Games area in the Upper playing field, including a user agreement with Matthew Arnold School, so allowing children at the school to use the facilities during certain school hours.

· Provision of a Trim Trail for all ages in the Upper playing field.

· Following expert advice the creation of hydrology works in the Louie Memorial Fenland to provide a water source for the regeneration of the rare lost fen and address further fen loss and reduce flooding down stream in residents back gardens, experience during exceptional rainfall. 
· Creation of a viewing platform for the new pond area.
Noticeboards and the Lime Road Shelter

· To keep parishioners informed of parish council activities, the council has  installed an additional noticeboard and refurbished others.

· Arranged for the Lime Road bus shelter to be cleaned on a regular basis.
Other

· Held a number of Saturday surgery meetings for residents. 

· Updated and increased the information available on the council’s web-site.
Parish Council Responsibilities include:
· Allotments

· Consideration/comments to 

    the DC on Planning matters
· Playing Fields, including the

    football pitch, MUGA, Trim 

   Trail and children’s play area 

· Louie Memorial Pavilion

· Copse & concrete path from 

    Cedar & Hurst Rise Roads

· Maintenance/upkeep of 

    parish owned land/buildings

· Parish owned bus shelters
    notice boards and seats

· Maintenance of the Parish 

    Council web-site

Parish Council Committees

and Sub-Committees
· Full Council (meet monthly 

    apart from August)                     

· Planning (meet generally 

    every 3 weeks)

· Finance and General Purposes

· Allotments Sub-Committee

    (includes the North Hinksey    
    Nature Reserve and the 
    Community Orchard

· Recreation and Amenities 

     Sub-Committee

· Remembrance Day Sub- 

    Committee

Useful Telephone Numbers.

Seacourt Hall

Hall Manager and Booking

Clerk – Eric Batts  01865 

728775

Vale of White Horse D C

Abbey House   01235 520202 

Oxford City Council–Town Hall

01865 249811

Oxfordshire County Council

County Hall   01865 792422

Oxfordshire C.C. Highways

(Potholes, and other local

 highways problems (not A34)) 

0845 310 11 11

Bus Shelter problems 01865 861992

Thames Water Customer Care

Line Smelling drains, water and flooding problems 08459200800

Thames Valley Police

Non-Emergency Calls 08458

505 505 

Financial Management
Parish Councils are the only tier of local government that does not receive funding 

from central government.  However, by careful budgeting to absorb inflationary costs, having to allow for possible election costs in the region of £2,500, delaying planned maintenance work etc. and the use of accumulated earmarked reserves for   
specific expenditure, councillors have been able to agree an unchanged precept for 2011-2012 (the same as the current year).  Earmarked reserves are as the name suggests money prudently set aside for specified planned expenditure in the future and as such cannot be used to finance other types of expenditure.

Annual Parish Meeting, 10 March 2011

This has been arranged for Thursday 10th March at 7.30pm in the Seacourt Hall.

Refreshments will be served from 7.00pm, to allow for an informal chat with councillors before the meeting.

*  The Parish Council has asked the Vale if it would arrange for a representative to attend and address the meeting following the recent announcement by the V.W.H.D.C. that Botley is set for a major new retail development after a two acre site next to the Westway Shopping Centre was put up for sale, The development site, bounded by West Way and Westminster Way, currently comprises of a number of commercial tenants including a dry cleaners, a bank, Botley Baptist Church and Seacourt Hall, which is leased to North Hinksey PC by the Vale.
At this preliminary stage it is intended that Botley Baptist Church will be relocated off-site in suitable alternative premises.   It is expected that the re-provision of Seacourt Hall will be included as part of the agreement to develop the site. Botley public library, which is part of the existing site and not owned by the Vale, is currently designated for closure by Oxfordshire County Council,

This site, together with Westway Shopping Centre, is identified in the VOWH's draft core strategy for comprehensive retail redevelopment to meet the needs of Botley and the surrounding area.  Any new scheme will be required to be sympathetic with and complement the shopping centre. Refurbishment options for the existing shopping centre are also being investigated by the Vale, with a view to having a greatly improved shopping environment.

*  Representatives of Thames Valley Police will again be invited to discuss any policing issues relating to the North Hinksey and Botley areas. 

This is an opportunity for parishioners to discuss issues with the Parish Council or Thames Valley Police.  If you wish to raise an issue, please inform the Parish Clerk in writing (an e-mail will do), by Monday 7th March 2010.

Parish Council Web-Site    (www.Northhinksey-pc.gov.uk)

The web-site includes details of meetings, agendas, minutes and other useful local information.  It contains a diary showing the date, time and venue of all scheduled meetings.  Comments/suggestions on its format, and the information it contains to Mike Harper ( Oxford 791452, or the Parish Clerk ( Oxford 861992

Parish Council Grants
The Parish Council has a small grants budget, from which it may be able to award grants to local organisations who demonstrate that they are open to and run for 

the benefit of the residents of the North Hinksey Parish Council area.  For further 

information please contact the Parish Clerk ( Oxford 861992

.

‘Report It’

Parish Councillors are aware of the frustration often experienced by residents due to   the difficulty in identifying the correct council to contact when reporting problems, 

faults and queries.  If you have access to a computer this should now be a great deal

easier as the Councils in Oxfordshire have now created an online reporting form. 

The 'Report It' facility makes it easier for people to report a range of problems from abandoned vehicles, anti-social behaviour to traffic light problems.  You don't have to know which authority is responsible for dealing with the problem - all you need to do is report the concern or query and the details are then sent to the relevant authority to deal with.  A confirmation response should be received to let you know that your submission has been received and forwarded to the correct council.

To use this facility or simply to view the contents of the web-site, please type in the following: http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/website/report_it_intro.asp

This is a most useful link and should ensure that problems are dealt with as soon as 
possible.  The Botley Library computers can be used for this facility too.






