NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE, HELD ON THURSDAY 5th JANUARY 2012, AT 7.45pm, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:    
  Councillors: A. Pritchard (Chairman), R. Clark, Mrs. A. Dykes, Mrs. J. Hammett,
                             A. Hardiman and C. Hathaway.
Others Present:   Mr. & Mrs. Hockey and P. Massey for planning application 11/02894/FUL

                            Demolition of existing house:  Proposed division of the plot into two and erection of 
         two new family homes:  Greenacres, Stanton Road, Harcourt Hill and A. J. Stone 
         (Parish Clerk).
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs. B. Newport.    

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

           There were no declarations of interests.
3.       MINUTES

The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 8th December 2011, were AGREED as an 
           accurate record by those councillors who had attended the meeting.
4.
    PLANNING ISSUES

a).   Applications for Consideration

North Hinksey Parish
            11/02852/FUL    Conversion of wardens flat into a first floor self contained flat and the 
                                         ground floor converted into a storage area for mobility scooters: 
                                         1 Field House, West Way, Botley.  
                                         No objections, but Councillors asked that the Vale be made aware that 
                                         some residents of Field House had not been made aware of the 
                                         planning application.  It was also requested that all works were done at 
                                         reasonable times so not to cause unreasonable disturbance for 
                                         residents.  

            11/02861/FUL    Retrospective application for proposed wall mounted, hoarding and 
                                         gantry signs for retail outlet:  The George, 1 West Way. Botley.
                                         No objections
            11/02894/FUL     Demolition of existing house.  Proposed division of the plot into two and 
                                         erection of two new family homes:  Greenacre, Stanton Road, Harcourt 

                                         Hill.

                                         Councillors had a number of issues regarding this application.  Stanton 
                                         Road consisted of different types of spacious single property plots, 
                                         whereas the proposed houses are of similar design, a fact believed to 
                                         have been accepted by the Vale, as the Parish Council understands that at 
                                         the pre-planning application stage the Planning Officer had 
                                         acknowledged this fact by advising that the proposed sub-division of the 
                                         plot was not in character with the area.  This view was UNANIMOUSLY 
                                         SUPPORTED by the sub-committee. 
                                         Stanton Road is different from Harcourt Hill as it is a single track road 
                                         with a rural feeling about it, with properties one sided abutting the Green 
                                         Belt, whereas Harcourt Hill was a main road of  semi-urban character.  No 
                                         provision had been made in the proposed design for any garages.  This was 
                                         felt to be unrealistic and the inevitable later inclusion of garages, that will 
                                         have to be built on the sites frontage, would further remove any feeling of 
                                         the spaciousness that was a major feature of the character of Stanton Road.
                                         Councillors UNANIMOUSLY OPPOSED the planning application as 
                                         it was believed that the proposed building of two similar houses on the 
                                         Greenacre site, did not comply with the V.W.H.D.C’s Local Plan 2011, 
                                         Policy DC1, as they will be of a type and design that would adversely 
                                         affect the character of Stanton Road.

                                         Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED  the local residents’ view 
                                         that a high quality, inclusive design property should be built, which 
                                         would not affect the character of the locality.
         b).  Applications Withdrawn

               Councillors NOTED that the following applications had been withdrawn: -
               11/02434/FUL      Proposed change of use from nursing home to HMO:  Vale House, West 
                                             Way, Botley.  (Botley Alzheimers Home and Builders Ede Ltd.) 

               11/02522/FUL      Proposed sub-division of existing dwelling into two units and reconstruct 
                                             rear single storey pitched roof extension.  Construction of new two 
                                             bedroom semi-detached dwelling:  19 Finmore Road, Botley.  
      c).  Decision Notices

           North Hinksey Parish

           Councillors NOTED the following decision notice.


       11/02019/LBC
 Refurbishment of existing dwelling, erection of new porch canopy, 
                                             insertion of two rooflights and elevation alterations:  Manor Farm, North 
                                             Hinksey Village.

                                             Permitted               
         d).  Notices of Appeal

                  North Hinksey Parish

                  There were no notices of appeal as at 5th January 2012.

           e).   Appeal Decisions

                  North Hinksey Parish

                  There were no appeal decisions as at 5th January 2012.

  5.       OTHER PLANNING ISSUES

           a).  Planning Explained Booklet
                Councillors NOTED that the Parish Council had received a copy of a recently 
                published booklet ‘Planning Explained’, which has been written by the CPRE 
                (Campaign to Protect Rural England) and NALC (National Association of Local 
                Councils) and that copies of the booklet could be downloaded from 
                www.planninghelp.org.uk.

  6.       ANY OTHER BUSINESS

             The Chairman, Councillor A. Pritchard informed the meeting that the Parish Council had now   
             received a revised planning application for Vale House, which would be considered at the next 
             meeting.     

  7.       DATE OF NEXT MEETING
             19th January 2012.
          The meeting finished at 8.35pm
