NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 20th OCTOBER 2011, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
                  The Chairman of the Parish Council Councillor N. Clark and Councillors E. Batts, 

                               R. Carr, Mrs. Z. Clark, Mrs. A. Dykes, Mrs. D. Hallett, Mrs. J. Hammett, A. Hardiman, 
                               C. Hathaway, Ms. A. Mackeith and Mrs. B. A. Newport and A. Pritchard.  

 Others Present:     County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden, Cumnor Parish Councillors P. Bowell and P. Hawtin, 
                               Ms. R. Groves (Optimise (Agents for Thames Water)), 4 members of the public and 
                               A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

11/53  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

 Apologies were received from Councillors R. Clark and Mrs. K. El-Barhdadi.  
11/54   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


   The following Councillors declared a personal interest in items 11/62 Council Matters Item 10,

                   Seacourt Hall – Christmas Lights and Item 13, Quarterly Reports Item 13 (vii). Seacourt Hall 
   Management Committee as the caretaker or members of the Seacourt Hall Management 
   Committee: -

                   Councillors E. Batts, N. Clark, Mrs. Z. Clark, Mrs. A. Dykes, A. Pritchard, 

                   Mrs. B. Newport declared a personal interest in relation to the item at 11/48/8
   Council Matters ‘Development of Retail Park Area and the Shopping Precinct – Way Forward,

                   as the Chairman of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee and a Hon. Alderman of the 

                   V.W.H.D.C.
                 Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes declared a personal interest in relation to the item at 11/48/8
   Council Matters ‘Development of Retail Park Area and the Shopping Precinct – Way Forward,

                   as the Vice-Chairman of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee.

                   Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett declared a personal interest in item at 11/61 Clerks report item g, as a 
    member of the District Council.
11/55
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                   There were no questions from members of the public. 
11/56         URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL   
                  There was no urgent business.   


11/57
     COUNCIL MOTIONS

                  The following motion was included on the agenda.
                  Council is asked to debate the following motion proposed by Councillor E. Batts and seconded 
            by Councillor Mrs. B. Newport.  
                  ‘The Parish Council is asked to consider and debate the request from Oxfordshire County 
                  Council that North Hinksey Parish Council supports and signs up to the Oxfordshire County 
                  Council Armed Forces Community Covenant, bearing in mind this Council's connections with 
                  Dalton Barracks and various local and national Veterans’ Organisations over many years in 
                  relation to their support for the annual Remembrance Day Service’.
                  The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor N. Clark informed the meeting that he was not 
           going to allow the motion to be debated as in his view it directly contravened a decision (11/43) 
                  made by the Parish Council at its last meeting which opposed political District  Councillors 
                  attempting to put party political initiatives on the agenda of the independent Parish Council 

                  The Parish Council was an independent body with no party political affiliations and he considered 
            that the motion was a party political initiative.  The Chairman, Councillor Clark explained that 
            the Armed Forces Covenant was driven by the current coalition government and was the idea of 
            the coalition Defence Minister, Dr. Liam Fox, who had just resigned after a well publicised 
            scandal.  He quoted correspondence from the Prime Minister, David Cameron to the Chairman of 
            the County Council, in which he said that regarding the armed Forces Covenant, ‘the most    
            important steps are those that can be taken by those in local government and local communities’  
        
                  The Chairman, Councillor Clark noted that Conservative-run Oxfordshire County Council was 
            the first council in Britain to sign up to the Armed Forces Covenant and that David Cameron had 

                  congratulated the Council Leader on this.

                  The Chairman, Councillor N. Clark drew attention to the fact that Councillor E. Batts, proposer of 
            the motion, was elected as a District Councillor under a political umbrella.  Both District 
            Councillors had been elected under a political banner, while Councillor Mrs. B. Newport, who 

                  seconded the motion was a known Lib Dem political activist.  Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett queried 
            whether the Chairman’s ruling meant that as District Councillors they could not discuss items 
            about the forthcoming Localism Bill at the Parish Council.  The Chairman explained that they 
            could discuss whatever they wanted to do provided it did not contravene the motion 11/43 passed 
            at the last PC meeting. 
                  Councillor E. Batts and Mrs. B. Newport raised a ‘Point of Order’ and informed the meeting that 
            the motion was not politically driven as it had the support of all parties and that the proposer had 
            the right to speak to the motion.  Councillor Mrs. Newport asked the Parish Clerk for a legal 
            ruling on the validity of the motion and the Parish Clerk confirmed what he had previously 
            advised the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council that he had included it on the agenda 
            papers as he considered it to be a valid motion and the proposer had a right to talk to the motion 
            before Council then decided what action to take.  The Chairman, Councillor N. Clark then ruled 
                   that he still considered it to be a party political initiative in direct contravention of the Parish 
            Council’s democratically taken decision taken at the last meeting, when only one councillor, 
            Councillor Mrs. Newport, voted against, and as such the motion would not be debated.
                   Councillors Ms. A. MacKeith explained she was confused as to what was happening and with 
            Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett indicated that they believed the motion should be debated.  The 
            Chairman, Councillor N. Clark noted that this was a Lib Dem District Councillor (Councillor 
            Mrs. D. Hallett) speaking in support of a Lib Dem activist, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport.
                   Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett then proposed and Councillor A. Hardiman seconded the 
            resolution to ‘move to the next item of business’.  

                   A vote was taken to which only a small number of councillors registered a vote, resulting in 
            the Chairman then moving on to the next item on the agenda.

                   Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett raised a ‘Point of Order’ informing the Chairman that it was an 
            incomplete vote as she had only seen 3 councillors vote (in favour) of the resolution and 
            she believed many councillors had not had an opportunity to vote.

                  The Chairman, Councillor N. Clark returned to the item explaining the resolution before council.  
            This was put to the vote with 6 councillors SUPPORTING the resolution, (Councillors 
            R. Carr, Mrs. Z. Clark, Mrs. J. Hammett, A. Hardiman, C. Hathaway, A. Pritchard), 
                   3 councillors voting AGAINST (Councillors E. Batts, Mrs. D. Hallett, Mrs. B. Newport), 
            and 2 councillors ABSTAINED from voting, (Councillors Mrs. A. Dykes and Ms. A. 
            MacKeith),   
                  Councillor Mrs. B. Newport was then heard to say plonker across the floor which appeared to 

                  be directed at Councillor A. Hardiman for supporting what she believed to be an invalid 
            resolution.  Councillor A. Hardiman did not respond.  The Chairman, Councillor 
            N. Clark then asked Councillor Mrs. B. Newport to leave the meeting as he considered the 
            remark to be disrespectful towards another councillor and a breach of the Code of Conduct.  
            Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett moved that ‘Councillor Mrs. B. Newport should leave the 
            meeting’ and this was seconded by Councillor Mrs. Z. Clark.  No vote was taken.

                  Councillor Mrs. B. Newport informed the meeting that she would not be leaving as she 
                  considered she had done no wrong.  The Chairman again asked Councillor Mrs. Newport to 
            leave the meeting and then suspended the meeting temporarily.  Councillor Mrs. Newport again 
            repeated her belief that she was entitled to remain in the meeting and that the Chairman’s request 
            was not valid as he had not in her eyes followed correct procedures.  The Chairman reconvened 
            the meeting and then asked Councillor E. Batts to stop interrupting the reconvened meeting by 
            talking to the Parish Clerk or he would have to ask that Councillor Batts also left the room to 
            allow the meeting to continue.
                  He then moved to the next item on agenda.
                  The following amendment to the above minute was approved at the Council meeting held on 24th 
            November 2011.

       The Chairman, Councillor N. Clark then put forward his amendment, seconded by the Vice-
Chairman, Councillor A. Pritchard.

                  Instead of :  
                  ‘Councillor Mrs. B. Newport was then heard to say plonker across the floor which 
                  appeared to be directed at Councillor A. Hardiman for supporting what she believed 
                  to be an invalid resolution. Councillor A. Hardiman did not respond.

                  The Chairman, Councillor N. Clark then asked Councillor Mrs. B. Newport to leave 

                  the meeting as he considered the remark to be disrespectful towards another 
                  councillor and a breach of the Code of Conduct’.  
                  Their amendment:
                  ‘Councillor Mrs B. Newport was then heard to say ‘What a plonker” across the floor.
                  The Chairman, Cllr N. Clark then said: “What did you say to me? Other
                  councillors are witnesses to what you have said”. Cllr N. Clark then asked Cllr. Mrs.
                  B. Newport to leave the meeting as he considered the remark to be disrespectful 
                  towards another councillor and a breach of the Code of Conduct’.
                  Councillors SUPPORTED the amendment, 6 votes in favour (Councillors R.
                  Carr, N. Clark, Mrs. Z. Clark, A. Hardiman Mrs. J. Hammett and A. Pritchard), 
                  2 votes against (Councillors Mrs. D. Hallett and Mrs B. Newport), 4 councillors 
                  abstained from voting (Councillors R. Clark (not at the meeting), Mrs. A. Dykes, 
                  Mrs. K. El-Barhdadi (not at the meeting) and Ms. A. Mackeith. 
  11/58      APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:

     i).   THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2011, 
     were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.   

    ii).   THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON THURSDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 

            2011 and THURSDAY 29th SEPTEMBER 2011, were AGREED as an accurate record and 
     signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.   

   11/59      APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP            
                  MINUTES
i).   The minutes of the REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY
           22nd SEPTEMBER 2011, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman 
     of the Parish Council.   
    ii).   The minutes of the RECREATION AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE HELD 
     ON THURSDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER 2011,  were AGREED as an accurate record and 
     signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.      
               iii).   The minutes of the ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY 29th 
      SEPTEMBER 2011, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman 
      of the Parish Council.   
        11/60       PRESENTATION – THAMES WATER SEWER WORKS IN NORTH HINKSEY    

                        The Chairman. Councillor N. Clark welcomed Ms. Rachel Groves (Optimise) to the meeting.

                        Ms. Groves explained that she worked for Optima who were the contractors employed by Thames 

                        Water to undertake the work.  She was not a technical expert but would answer those questions 
                  she felt qualified to do and where there were technical questions she could not answer she would 
                  take them back to the office so a technical expert could answer them.  Unfortunately, one of her 
                  technically minded colleagues was due to attend the meeting this evening but had at the last 
                  minute been asked to deal with another issue.
                        Optimise had now held two pop-in meetings locally to explain what works would be undertaken 
                  and both were considered to have been successful events.  Ms . Groves produced a series of plans 
                  and diagrams of the works to be undertaken by Optimise, to reduce the risk of sewer flooding in 
                  the North Hinksey area.  She discussed the details and answered questions.  Councillor A. 
                  Pritchard agreed to keep a record of those technical questions which remained unanswered and to 
                  provide Ms. Groves with a copy so that they could be answered by technical people in her office.

                        Ms. Groves confirmed that Optimise would keep local people informed of any changes to the 

                        planned works/schedules.  

                        The Chairman, Councillor N. Clark thanked Ms. R. Groves for attending the meeting and 
                  answering questions.   
                        Part way through this item, at 8.35pm, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport informed the Parish Clerk that 
                  she was leaving the meeting as she felt unwell.
        11/61       CLERKS REPORT
     
                        Councillors NOTED that: -
 1).     Playing Fields

   Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks – Update

   Murray Rankin had reported that the play equipment was in working order.  
  2).     Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents, Advice and Correspondence – Details for 

          Councillors Information
          The Council had received the following details/sent the following correspondence or 

          arranged the following meetings: -

          a).  Parish Council Elections – May 2011 

                A letter from the V.W.H.D.C. Returning Officer confirming that the Vale’s invoice for 
               conducting the May elections would be reduced to reflect compensation received from 
               external printers.

          b).  Parish Council Elections  - May 2011

                A letter from the V.W.H.D.C. Returning Officer reminding elected councillors that they 
               were required to return an election spending return, even if it is a nil return.  The Parish 
               Clerk has contacted the councillors who had outstanding forms.
          c).  Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacons  

                A letter from the organisers who have asked whether the Parish Council would be 
               interested in taking part in this event as it was planned to light 2012 beacons throughout 
               the United Kingdom.  Further details on the attached sheet or by contacting the Parish 
               Clerk.  (See agenda item 11/61/2) 
                It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that this matter should be considered by the 
                Jubilee Organising Committee. 

          d).  Boundary Commission for England - Review of County Council Wards

                The Parish Clerk had written to the Boundary Commission informing them of the 
               Council’s support for their proposed revision to the local County Council ward.
         e).  Oxfordshire Library Service Consultation

               The Parish Clerk had written and hand delivered (copy attached) a letter to Oxfordshire 
               County Council concerning the Council’s views in relation to the public library service 
               consultation on the County Council’s proposals for the library service.    
          f).  R.O.S.P.A. had forwarded their annual safety checks reports on play equipment and the 
               ponds in the North Hinksey Nature Reserve and the Louie Memorial Lower playing 
               field fenland.  Copies of the relevant reports had been sent to members of the Allotments 
               and Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committees. 
                Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett requested a copy of the Playing fields report to understand 
               any Health and Safety issues that had been identified.  
                Action:  The Parish Clerk to forward copies of the playing field reports to Councillor
               Mrs. Hallett.
          g).  The V.W.H.D.C. had notified the Parish Council that an application had been submitted 
                by the Bear and Ragged Staff, Public House, Cumnor for a renewal of the licence to 
                 supply alcohol on/off the premises, films (indoors) and indoor sporting events and a

                 further application from Brookes University for a new premises licence application.  

                                 (Details can be found at  http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-andadvice/
                                 business/licensing)
 11/62        COUNCIL MATTERS

                     1).  Risk Management Responsibilities and Schedules 
                   Council CONSIDERED the attached report from the Parish Clerk and Responsible 
                   Finance Officer (RFO), and REVIEWED the attached Asset Register and Risk Assessment 
                   Schedules, SATISFYING themselves that all major assets and relevant risks known to them

                   had been identified and that there were adequate action plans in place to avoid/reduce or 
                   control risks and their consequences. 
                   i).  The Schedule of Council Assets   (Appendix A)
                  ii).  The Schedule of Financial Administration Risks   (Appendix B) 
                 iii).  The Schedule of Assets and Risk Assessment (Insurance)   (Appendix C)
                   Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett thanked the Parish Clerk for the considerable work he had put into 
                   producing the schedules.

                   Councillor A. Pritchard proposed and Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes seconded the resolution 
                   that Council ‘AGREES the contents of the schedules and the proposed action plans’.

                   Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
 2).   Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 2012

          The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor N. Clark led a discussion on the planning 
         process and the creation of the Diamond Jubilee Working Group.  Councillors were asked to 
         consider joining the working group and Councillor E. Batts agreed to do so.  It was agreed 
         that a letter from the Chairman of the Council should be sent to the following: -

          a).  All schools in the Parish + Matthew Arnold School.  Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett 
               offered to act as the contact point with the schools. 

          b).  Martin Harris

          c).  The local churches (Contact point Barry Ford)

          d).  Local Scout and Guides Groups.

          e).  North Hinksey Horticultural Society  (Contact Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes) 

          f).  Societies, Groups and Clubs advertised in The Sprout Magazine.  

          Councillors were also encouraged to talk to local people to advertise the proposed event and
         get a feel of local interest.
          The issue of a beacon was then discussed and it was confirmed that the suggestion should be 
         considered by the proposed Diamond Jubilee Working Group along with the provision of 
         adequate insurance cover.  Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith agreed to investigate what had 
         happened previously in relation to a beacon.

          Action:  Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith to report back to a future meeting on what 
         information she had been able to find.    
                        3).

Councillor Surgery – 1st October 2011

                                 Councillor R. Carr reported that he had been approached by the residents of I Hawthorn 
                           Close regarding their concerns about a planning application.  Members of the Planning 
                           Committee confirmed that this application had been discussed recently and an objection 
                           had been sent to the V.W.H.D.C.

                                 Councillor N. Clark reported that he had been approached by a resident who was concerned 
                           by the state of the bridleway to the top of the woods, especially in wet weather.  Councillor 
                           E. Batts and the Parish Clerk reminded the meeting that the bridleway was the responsibility 
                           of the County Council and the responsibility for maintaining the ditch between the 

                                 bridleway and the fencing to Brookes land was currently the result of discussions/possible 

                                 litigation between the County Council and Brookes University. 
                        4).

Planning/Development and Drainage Issues

                                 The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor N. Clark led a discussion on this item, 
                           summarising the potential problems regarding proposed developments in North Hinksey

                                 e.g. the Seacourt Retail Park redevelopment, the proposed Lime Road additional housing

                                 and possible works in Tilbury Lane.
                                 Councillor E. Batts made reference to the current review of the Vales Housing Strategy/

                                 Draft Interim Housing Strategy, which would be published soon to replace the Vales Local 
                           Plan to 2011.  The document would be sent out for consultation.  Regarding the proposed 

                                 Westway re-development he understood that negotiations regarding shop/property leases 
                           were not going as well as expected meaning that the process was slower than expected.  He 
                           hoped that the Vale would be in a position to arrange a meeting in November 2011.                               
                        5). 
   Parish Council Newsletter

                                 The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor N. Clark led a discussion on whether the 
                           Parish Council should produce a newsletter to go out to parishioners before Christmas, 
                           updating them on the work of the Parish Council.  
                                 The Parish Clerk informed the meeting that the newsletter was traditionally prepared 
                           towards the end of January and printed to be delivered by councillors by the middle of 
                                 February.  This allowed it to contain details of the proposed council tax for the following 
                           financial year and details of the Annual Parish Meeting to be held in March. 
                                  Councillors voted UNANIMOUSLY to ‘continue with the current practice of 
                           producing a newsletter and distributing it by the middle of February’.

                        6).

 Louie Memorial ‘Lower’ Play Field – Car Park Issues

                                 The Chairman of the Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committee, Councillor Mrs. J. 
                           Hammett reported on a number of recent issues arising from the use of the car park.  It was 
                           apparent that cars were being parked there by people going to Brookes University, which 
                           resulted in problems for genuine users of the playing fields and the grass cutting contractor.    

                                 Councillor C. Hathaway believed that people who daily parked in Lime Road were being 

                                 encouraged to park in the ‘Lower’ playing field car park.  Councillor Mrs. Hammett also 
                           believed that 6th form students from Matthew Arnold School were parking during the school 
                           day in Arnold’s Way making it difficult to drive along there.

                                 It was agreed that notices needed putting up in the car park before any action could be taken 
                           and Councillor Mrs. Hammett and the Parish Clerk would investigate the correct wording.  

                                  Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett reported that she had written to Matthew Arnold School about 
                           the amount of rubbish that school children were leaving in the playing fields and children 
                           getting on the LM Pavilion roof.  The school had discussed the problem with its 6th Form.

                                  Further problems had arisen as a result of building materials and gas canisters for hot air 
                           balloons being dumped in the car park and surrounding trees.  Councillors expressed 
                           concern that further illegal fly tipping might take place.
                                 Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett proposed and Councillor Mrs. Z. Clark seconded the 
                           resolution that ‘once the appropriate wording was known a notice should be prepared 
                           and installed in the car park.  Once the notice had been installed then for a 3 month 
                           trial period Councillor C. Hathaway would lock the car park gates at night and open 
                           them in the morning’.
                                  Councillors SUPPORTED the resolution by 10 votes to 1 vote (Councillor Mrs. D. 
                           Hallett voting against).                       

                        7).     Provision of Grit Bins  (Item carried forward from the September 2011 meeting – See 
                           those minutes – Item 11/48/10)  

                                 The Vice-Chairman, Councillor A. Pritchard led a discussion in relation to the provision 
                           of additional grit bins within the Parish.  The Parish Clerk reminded the meeting that there 

                                 was currently no budget provision for such expenditure.  Councillor Pritchard had obtained
                           a copy of the locations of salt bins provided by the County Council and he was currently 
                           going round to establish if they were still at the locations.  He mentioned that a number had 
                                  disappeared or were not considered fit for purpose.  Three had been requested, one in 
                           Poplar Road (which was a private road and as such not maintained by the County Council), 
                           one in Yarnells Road (however, there was one at the bottom of that road) and one at the top 
                           of Laburnum Road/Lime Road junction.  Other local places he felt should have one 
                           included Laburnum and Crabtree Roads which were not gritted especially the downhill and 

                                  roundabout sections of  Crabtree Road.

                                  Councillor Pritchard wondered whether O.C.C. would replace the seven worn out bins and 
                           he would be sending O.C.C. an updated version of their salt bin listing.  Councillor E. Batts
                           informed the meeting that he understood that the non-gritting of the bus route last year was 
                           an exception as the vehicles were unable to get to the route due to the extreme weather and 

                                  there was a shortage of salt.  County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden confirmed that the County 
                           Council had enough salt this year and confirmed that bus routes identified as priorities were 
                            influenced by whether the bus drivers thought them to be safe.  She agreed to talk to Laura 
                           Hutchins (Drayton Depot) about issues raised regarding salting. 
                                  Action:  County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden to contact Laura Hutchins (OCC).

                        8).      Best Kept Garden Results and Feedback

                                  Councillors NOTED the results (previously circulated) and gave positive feedback from the 

                                  competition.  Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett informed the meeting of a less labour intensive 
                            version of the competition now being run by Kennington Parish Council.  Councillor E. 
                            Batts explained how it was conducted and it was AGREED that he spoke with the 
                            Chairman of Kennington Parish Council, Councillor P. Biggs about the process and report 
                            back to a future meeting.

                                   Action:  Councillor E. Batts to contact Kennington P.C. and report back on his findings.

                 9).       Remembrance Day Services   
                                   Councillors NOTED that the Remembrance Day Service would be held on Sunday 13th 
                            November 2011, at the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery, Botley Cemetery, North 
                            Hinksey Lane.  The Parish Clerk would be contacting councillors who are willing to 
                            help/take part in service with details of tasks.
                                  Action:  The Parish Clerk to contact councillors.

                     10).       Seacourt Hall – Christmas Lights

                                  The Parish Clerk explained that the Parish Council had previously paid for the external 
                                  Christmas lights on the Seacourt Hall building and the Seacourt Hall Management 
                            Committee had paid for the internal window lights.  The external lights had due to 
                            weathering been condemned and the Seacourt Hall Management Committee had asked 

                                   whether the Parish Council would pay for replacement external Christmas lighting.

                                   Councillors asked that the Seacourt Hall Management Committee discussed what sort of 
                            lighting they required and reported back to the November 2011 with an indication of likely 
                            costs.  
                            Action:  The Seacourt Hall Management Committee to report back to the November 
                            2011 meeting.                

                     11).       Highways and Litter Issues
                            Councillor E. Batts would take up the issue of further dog bins with the V.W.H.D.C.

                                   Action:  Councillor E. Batts to discuss with the V.W.H.D.C. 
                      12).      Neighbourhood Action Group 
                                  Neither representative was present at the meeting. 
 
  13).      Quarterly Reports from Chairs of Other Committees  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

   i).  PLANNING COMMITTEE

        The Chairman, Councillor A Pritchard briefly summarised the two recent controversial

        planning applications.     



  ii).  ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE, INCLUDING NORTH HINKSEY NATURE 

        RESERVE AND THE COMMUNITY ORCHARD  

        The Chairman, Councillor C. Hathaway explained that revised allotment rules were in 
  the process of being agreed by the sub-committee.  Rents and key hire fees would 

        increase next year in line with the council policy of increasing them every two years to 
  a level which was similar to other allotment associations.  A meeting would be held for  
  allotment holders on Saturday 26th November in the Botley W.I. Hall.  Details were  
  given of work undertaken and planned at the North Hinksey Nature Reserve.  
   iii).  FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE 

          The Acting Chairman, Councillor A. Pritchard briefly summarised items discussed at the 

          recent meeting including the start of the budget process in early November.

     iv).  RECREATION AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE 
  The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett explained what had happened regarding the 
  BTCV training programme and the actions taken in August 2011 to safeguard the 
  Big Lottery grant.  The next training session was scheduled for 7th January 2012  

             The Chairman had received an e-mail request from Steve Elliott to arrange a football    
  competition in the MUGA in November.  It was considered to be a difficult time of the 
  year and consideration would be given to may be arrange it in the Spring 2012.

             Councillor Mrs. Hammett informed the meeting that she had asked Steve Elliott for 
  information concerning the event last year, but had received nothing as he had destroyed 
  all his paperwork.  

      v).  REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE 

             Nothing further to report.

        As it was 10.00pm and the meeting had run for 2 hours councillors UNANIMOUSLY 

        AGREED to suspend Standing Order 44 Length of Meetings (page 13 Standing 

        Orders and Chairmanship). 
           The meeting then continued.
        Other Connected Organisations    
     vi).  LOUIE MEMORIAL PAVILION TRUST
            The Chairman of the recreation and Amenities Sub-Committee, Councillor Mrs. J. 
  Hammett informed the meeting that the sub-committee needed further time to look at 
  the viability of the LM Pavilion building.

            The Parish Clerk reminded the current trustees that they could only resign to the Charity 

            Commission and if they were not going to do so they needed to arrange for an AGM 

            which was now overdue to comply with the Charity Commission/Trust Fund rules.


    vii).  SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

             The Chairman, Councillor A. Prichard informed the meeting of the new management 

             committee and serving officers.  The management committee were trying to get the 

             existing public address system working.

        viii).  BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (B.T.A.C.)   
                  The Chairman, Councillor E. Batts informed the meeting that the secretary to the 

                  B.T.A.C. had written to the Highways Agency about: -
                  i).  The lack of crash barriers on the A34 between the southern side of North Hinksey 
                   Lane and the exit/entrance slip road to South Hinksey Village. 

                 ii).  The lack of directional markings at the Botley Interchange roundabout, which was 
                   causing confusion to motorist unfamiliar with the roundabout layout.
                                        The replies received from the Highways Agency had been very negative and as a result 
                                        the local MP had indicated a willingness to get involved in arranging a meeting.
       11/63      ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
                 Cheque    Payee

     Expenditure


                     Amount  

                 102075    Viking Direct
     Copier paper, laminator, stationery supplies       £     225.29
  102076    Vision ICT
                  Web-site Hosting & Support

                 £     309.60

                 102077    B.B.O.W.T.
                  Membership renewal 2011/2012                          £       46.00
  102078     Mrs. J. Hammett           Seeds and photocopying


    £       89.25 

                 D/Debit    British Telecom
     Parish Council phone to 12/9/2011

    £     115.08


  102079     Playsafety Limited       ROSPA Safety Reports                                         £     316.80

                 102080    A. J. Stone                     Contract of Employment Fuel. Heat and              £    397.50

                                                                        Light and Office Equipment Depreciation allow. 
  102081     M. Rankin                     P/T caretaker LM Pavilion – September 2011    £      171.85           
                                                         Children's play equipment safety checks.     

                 102082    Viking Direct                Laminator, laminator pouches, stamps and          £     120.62

                                                                        stationery supplies   
                102083    A. J. Stone                     Net Salary, and 50% Broadband–September 11 £   1,279.48  

                102084    HM Revenue &             Income Tax and NI July-September 2011           £  1,959.54
                                 Customs      

                102085    BGG Garden &              Grass cutting LM playing fields-Sept. 2011        £     450.93

                                 Tree Care
                102086    South & vale Carers      Grant 2011/2012                                                   £     200.00

                102087    T.H. Neale
                   Grass Cutting NH Village, Church, Allotment    £     330.03
                                                                       NHNR – August/September 2011
   
                102088   Thames Valley Copiers  Metered Usage



     £       34.50    

                102089   A. J. Stone (PettyCash)  Shower paint, print cartridges, cleaning supplies £     194.46

                                                                        and travel claim to 08/10/2011               
               102090    Graham Sillman              Pedestrian gate NHL allotments & safety report.£     446.00

               102091    Colin Hathaway              Purchase of Bulbs                                                  £      50.00

               102092    The Information              Renewal of Data Protection Annual Fee                          
                                Commissioner                                                                                                £     35.00  
                                                                                                                    TOTAL       £ 6,771.93
       11/64      REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

                       County Councillor
                       County Councillor Mrs J. Godden reported that the County Council were keeping to a council tax
                freeze as a result of the continuation of government grant policy.  The Eynsham Road (B4044) was 
                closed for road works from the A420 flyover to Farmoor.  As a result of taking over responsibility 
                for the Redbridge and Seacourt Park and Rides, Oxford City Council were now imposing daily 
                parking charges, which had resulted in an increase in local parking.
                       District Councillors 
                       District Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett had circulated copies of her written report at the start of the 
                 meeting and asked councillors to contact her with any queries that arose from the contents of the

                 report.
                       District Councillor E. Batts reported that the Vales Science Enterprise Zone and the Vales Core 
                Strategy notifications had been issued.  Recycling rate over the last period was a good 73% and 
                Crime statistics were dropping.  Ex-councillor P. Pheysey-Jones, and Parishioners B. Buzeval and 
                A. Russell had received awards for their contributions to the local community, over many years.      
       11/65      QUESTIONS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS  
                       Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett had notified the following question to the Chairman of the Council, 
                Councillor N. Clark. 
                ‘Given the recommendation by the Recreation & Amenities Sub-Committee on 16 June 2011, and 
                the subsequent decision by the North Hinksey Parish Council on 23 June 2011, how is it that a 
                BTCV Training day was organised for the 3rd of September 2011 and future training dates also 
                arranged, when the management plan review is not yet complete? What precipitated a decision to 
                be taken that contravened the decisions of the NH Parish Council?  To what extent are Parish 
                Council decisions binding?’
                The Chairman, Councillor N. Clarks replied:   
                ‘Thank you for your e-mailed question.  I apologise for not being able to reply sooner but I have 
                been out of the country. I have looked at the contents of your question and make the following 
                observations.  Council had previously decided that the start of the BTCV training should be put on 
                hold subject to the outcome of the management plan review. Unfortunately, in early August 2011, 
                Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett was informed by the Big Lottery organization that unless the BTCV 
                training by early September 2011, the grant would be withdrawn.  In the knowledge that it was not 
                in the Parish Council’s interest to have to repay the grant of £5,575, as training was needed, and in 
                the knowledge there was no Parish Council meeting in August 2011 to discuss this matter, I agreed 
                that an urgent decision could be taken under the ‘Three Chairman Approval ‘process (The 
                Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of the R & A Sub-Committee).                                                                                                        
                Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett did inform the Parish Council at its 15th September meeting about the 
                decision to start training from early September to protect the grant award as it would have been in 
                our view irresponsible to have lost the grant money.  If I recall correctly you were unable to make 
                the meeting so would not have heard what was said.  The scheduled meeting of the Recreation and 
                Amenities Sub-Committee when details were further discussed and explained did not take place 
                until after the September PC meeting, being held on 22nd September.  Following the sub-committee 
                meeting the first opportunity to report the urgent decision agreed by the ‘Three Chairman 
                Approval’ process is the October meeting of Council and I understand that Councillor Mrs. J. 
                Hammett will be reporting details under the agenda item Reports of Sub-Committees’. 
11/66      OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED
                Thames Water
         Copy of letter to local residents re Sewer Works 
                NALC                                  Direct Information Service 
                St. John Ambulance            Correspondence re Remembrance Day Service
                BBOWT 

         Subscription reminder
                Oxon Carers’ Forum           Grant Request (Already paid to South/Vale)
                South/Vale Carers Centre   AGM invitation  - 8th November 2011
                C.A. York

         Bus Stop outside 178 Westminster Way (Forwarded to Oxon C.C.) 
                O.R.C.C.                              Annual Review 2010-2011

11/67       DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 
                  3rd November 2011   Planning Committee   (7.45pm)
                13th November 2011   Remembrance Day Service   (10.45am)
                17th November 2011
Planning Committee  (7.45pm)
                24th November 2011   Finance & General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)
                24th November 2011   Council  (8.00pm)
                  8th December 2011    Planning Committee  (7.45pm)
                15th December 2011    Council  (8.00pm) 


                The meeting finished at 10.15pm 

