NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 28th APRIL 2011, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
                  The Chairman of the Parish Council Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport and Councillors    

                               E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, Mrs. J. Godden, A. Hardiman, P. C. Pheysey-Jones, 
                               Mrs. A. Schlichting, P. C. Stevens and Mrs. V. Warner.  

 Others Present:    District Councillor T. Quinlan, D. Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Carr,  Dr. A. Pritchard,

                              Dr. N. Carter, Mrs. J. Hammett, J. Hammett, R. Hammett, M/s E. Davis and A. J. Stone 
                              (Parish Clerk).

10/137  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

 Apologies were received from Councillor S. Elliott, M. Harper and N. Khan.  
10/138   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


 There were no declarations of interest.
10/139
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                   Question from Niki Carter 
                   Friends of the Field warned the Parish Council that adding paths and platforms in the Copse 
                   might encourage anti-social behaviour so now anti-social behaviour has poisoned all 
                   the tadpoles and frogs, which have now either died or abandoned the new parish council pond, 
                   will the parish council please cease and desist from further habitat destruction and not replace 
                   the platform?
                 The Chairman of the Council, Mrs. B. Newport informed Niki Carter that the platform 
                   had received mandated approval by the public at the 20/2/10 Consultation Meeting and the 
                   platform was also requested by local schools as an educational study aid.  The location and path 
                   was re-sited to meet with the Friends of the Field request at the development stages. If her 
                   remarks were correct, then the people responsible for the death of the tadpoles are the people 
                   who destroyed the platform.  There can be no two ways about it.  It will be the responsibility of 
                   newly elected parish councillors to determine future actions. 

                 Question from Neil Clark 

                   The Parish Council says, on its election leaflet, that is committed to 'fight to keep our library 
                   open'.  It also says it will continue to 'support the Save Botley Library campaign'.
                   Can we take it therefore that the Parish Council unequivocally opposes- as the Save Botley 
                   Library campaign does- our library being privatised or outsourced or being run by unpaid 
                   volunteers?
                   The Parish Clerk informed Neil Clark that the Parish Council had not done an election leaflet.  
                   Only candidates could produce election leaflets and commit to aims and aspirations.   It will be 
                   the responsibility of newly elected parish councillors to determine future actions.
                   Question from Mrs. Voirrey Carr  

                   What follow up has there been with the Vale following the totally inadequate account of plans for 
                   development of the  site next to the West Way shopping centre which was given at the Annual 
                   Parish Meeting by the leader of the Vale Council, Tony de Vere ? 
                   The Chairman of the Planning Committee, Councillor P. Stevens informed Mrs. Carr that the 

                   Parish Council had been informed that the Vale was still in the process of evaluating expressions 
                   of interest and continuing their negotiations with interested developers.  Once they have decided 
                   on the final shortlist they will engage with other interested parties including the Parish Council.
                   Mrs. Julia Hammett  
                   When will the parishioners of North Hinksey be informed about how much of the £25,000+ 
                   already spent on works and consultancy fees in the Louie Memorial Copse (a  figure based on 
                   the PC's own  accounts available on the website) was from external grants from the Vale and 
                   TOE , and how much was paid by us, the parishioners, through the precept or reserves from the 
                   Pavilion Fund and how such a costly and unsustainable project in the fen area can possibly be 
                   justified in these times of austerity , swingeing cut backs and more pressing priorities, when the 
                   Parish Council already turned down the management of Raleigh Park with its far more 
                   extensive fen area?
                   The Parish Clerk said he saw the question in three parts and informed Mrs. Hammett that: -
                    a).  The draft accounts for 2010/2011 would now go to the internal auditor.   Once they had been 
                          audited, the final accounts would be approved by council and then details had to be 

                          forwarded to the external auditors.  The audited accounts would be put on the Parish 

                          Council’s web-site which currently included the final accounts for the last 9 years.  Once the 
                          audit process was finished, as previously promised to you (Mrs. Hammett) he would produce 
                          a full statement of costs, external grants income and authorised use of the earmarked 
                          reserves.   Unfortunately, councillors and parishioners were aware how in the past partial 
                          figures and information have been put in the public domain, not by the Parish Council,
                          resulting in the correct facts being misrepresented.
                    b). Your comment about what you perceive to be a costly and unsustainable project in the fen 
                          area was as you know not supported by other councillors.  You will recall you failed to 
                          persuade other councillors of your viewpoint when you were a parish councillor.

                    c).  It is incorrect to say that the Parish Council had turned down the management of Raleigh 
                          Park.  The land belongs to Oxford City Council and they have never raised the issue of 
                          management of the park with the Parish Council.

10/140       URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL   
                   The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport informed the meeting that the Environment Agency 

             was intending to start work in Willow Walk from the week commencing Tuesday 3rd May 

             2011.  The agency would be carrying out the second phase of flood alleviation works involving 
                    constructing two culverts underneath the bridleway, which would aid the movement of 
                    floodwater and reduce the risk of flooding in the area.  It was expected that the work would be 
                    completed by the end of July 2011.   


10/141
 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:                                                                       
                   i ).    The amended minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 24th March 

                     2011, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish 
                           Council.

  ii).    The minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held on Thursday 17th March 2011, 
           were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

10/142         CLERKS REPORT
  
   
 Councillors NOTED that:
                   1).    Playing Fields
                           Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks – Update
                           Roy Newport had reported that the play equipment was in working order.                              
                    2).   Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents, Advice and Correspondence – Details for 
          Councillors Information  
          Councillors NOTED that the Parish Council had received the following details/sent the 
          following correspondence or arranged the following meetings: -
          a).  Notification from the V.W.H.D.C. of further grant aid for a second interpretation board.

          b).  Confirmation from the Big Lottery Fund of a grant of £5,575 to pay for the training of 

                volunteers in copse and fenland works.

       c).  Correspondence from Oxfordshire County Council detailing major changes to Oxford 
             Bus Company Services.  (See agenda item 10/143/8)

       d).  Audit completion  documents from the council’s external auditor BDO LLP.

       e).  Work had been scheduled for the chipping and removal of brash and small branches in 
              the Louie Memorial ‘Lower’ playing field copse and fenland and on the opposite side of 
              the path from the fenland pond.  The actual date was subject to the availability of a 
              chipping machine.
         f).   The Clerk had received details of the Notice of Poll on the morning of 28th April and had 

                put the notices on the main noticeboards the same afternoon.
      10/143        COUNCIL MATTERS

                          1).  Change in Annual General Meeting Date

                                The Parish Clerk had been informed that counting for the Parish Council election could take 
                          place after both the votes for the referendum and district council polls have been counted 
                          and declared.  There was a possibility that the count may not take place until the Saturday 

                          morning which would leave little or no time to make the necessary arrangements for issuing 
                          appointment letters, welcoming literature, councillor acceptance letters and to receive the 
                          receipt of nominations and committee /sub-committee preferences etc.  
                          Councillor P. Stevens proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the resolution that 
                          ‘the Annual General Meeting of the Council be re-scheduled for Thursday 19th May 
                          and that the Planning Committee scheduled for that date be re-arranged as required’.
                                Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                        2).    Draft Final Accounts 2010-2011    

                                 Councillors NOTED that the Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee (Working 
                          Group) met on 21st April 2011 to consider the draft accounts and AGREED that the 
                          Chairman of the Council should sign a copy for forwarding to the internal auditor with the 
                          necessary papers required to complete his audit.  Depending on the date the audited accounts 
                          were returned, they would be considered by council on 19th May or 23rd June 2011.  


  3).    Annual Governance Statement 2010/2011 
                         Councillors CONSIDERED and AGREED the responses shown on the circulated Annual 

                         Governance Statement which was part of the annual audit process.  
                                 Councillor P. C. Pheysey-Jones proposed and Councillor Mrs. A. Schlichting seconded 
                          the resolution that ‘council agreed the responses shown on the Annual Governance 
                          Statement and the Chairman of the Council signed the statement confirming this fact’.
                                Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                        4).    Interpretation Board – LM Copse/Fenland
                          Councillors NOTED that following requests from parishioners for further information 
                          regarding the rare fenland and habitat, the Parish Council had been successful in 
                          obtaining a grant from the V.W.H.D.C. for the production and installation of an 
                          information board.  This had now been installed and showed useful information including a 
                          map of the area, fenland ecology, geology, hydrology, management and fen species of 
                          interest.  The board had been sited approximately half way down the main copse path 
                          running from Arnolds Way entrance to the concrete path between Hurst Rise and Cedar 
                          Roads.  

                          The Parish Council also applied to the V.W.H.D.C. for an award towards producing an 
                          interpretation board for the fenland pond area and had been given a £2,000 grant.

5).   British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BCTV) – Training for Volunteers

                          Councillors NOTED that the Big Lottery Fund had now confirmed that the Parish Council 
                          had been awarded a grant of £5,575 to pay for the provision of a training programme by 
                          the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV).  This would ensure that future works 
                          as identified in the approved management plan for the Copse /Fenland and other 
                          maintenance work at the North Hinksey Nature Reserve and Community Orchard were 
                          undertaken by suitably experienced, trained and skilled persons or authorised voluntary 
                          groups.  This then fulfilled the Parish Council’s responsibilities as custodian of these sites 
                          and should ensure that the advantages of the environmental works already undertaken in the 
                          copse and fenland were not lost.  
                          Volunteers were required to be trained in copse and fenland management, the use of 
                          woodland tools, an appreciation of the legal liabilities and insurance, health and safety issues 
                          and other woodland skills.  The work would also include some visits to the Community 
                          Orchard and North Hinksey Nature Reserve to undertake specific tasks e.g. pruning the fruit 
                          trees, removal of excessive bull rushes/virulent weeds, etc.
                          Training would probably start in August or September 2011. 
6).   Voluntary Work offer by Dr. Judy Webb

                                Dr. Judy Webb had asked permission of the Parish Council to carry on in a voluntary 
                         capacity, informal surveying of the wildlife at the Louie Memorial Fields this next season.  
                         She had explained that finding the invertebrates special to a site is a long job and 
                         undoubtedly more things would turn up.  She would keep the Parish Council informed if 
                         anything of interest was found and send her findings to the Thames Valley Environmental 
                         Centre (TVERC) who were considering whether or not to designate the fen as a Local 
                         Wildlife Site.
                         Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to SUPPORT her request and RECOMMEND 
                         to the new council that they continue to support the excellent and informative work 
                         undertaken by Dr. Judy Webb.    
  
                  7).   Save Botley Library Campaign  
                         Councillor Mrs. A. Schlichting informed the meeting the campaign group were waiting for 
                         the start of the consultation process, commencing May 2011.  A number of new events were 
                         planned and it was hoped to hold another public meeting once the consultation process had 
                         started.  The Save Botley Library Group were also hopeful of being able to do another 
                         presentation at a future County Council meeting when proposals for the library service were 
                         discussed.  The next steering Group meeting was planned for 11th May. 
                  8).   Highways and Litter Issues
                         Councillor E. Batts reported that: -

                         a). There were going to be service changes affecting Oxford Bus Company buses serving 
                              North Hinksey area from 8th May 2011.  All number 4 busses would no longer service 
                              Rose Hill as they would be re-scheduled to Wood Farm and replace the existing service 
                              15.  Direct services between Abingdon and Oxford would also be changing.  A new 

                              service 3A would run from Rose Hill to the city centre.  The morning and afternoon buses 

                              talking school children from Rose Hill to Matthew Arnold school would continue to run.  
                         b). Oxon CC were reviewing subsidised bus services in the Wantage and Faringdon area and 
                              this included the Stagecoach service 66 along North Hinksey Lane to Abingdon.                          
                         Councillor Mrs. B. Newport was concerned by the lack of directional arrows at the recently 
                         upgraded Botley Interchange roundabout.  Councillor Batts said this needed to be raised at 
                         the next Botley Traffic Advisory Committee as it was a Highways Agency issue.
                         There were no litter issues.
                  9).  Quarterly Reports from Chairs of Other Committees  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

i).   PLANNING COMMITTEE

      Nothing further to report.


ii). 
 ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE, INCLUDING NORTH HINKSEY NATURE RESERVE AND THE COMMUNITY ORCHARD  

      The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes informed the meeting that there were 3 vacant plots which would be allocated to people on the waiting list.  A fourth seat had been purchased by Mrs. V. Stevens, which would be installed soon.  Councillor Mrs. Dykes thanked Mrs. Stevens for purchasing the bench seat.
  iii).  FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE 

          Nothing further to report.

  iv).  RECREATION AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE AND PAVILION TRUST 
          MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

          Nothing further to report.

   v).  REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE 

          Nothing further to report.

   Other Connected Organisations    
  vi).  LOUIE MEMORIAL PAVILION TRUST

       Nothing further to report.
 vii).  SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

          Councillor E. Batts reported that the hall booking had improved and it was virtually fully booked.  

viii).  BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Nothing further to report.
      10/144          REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

                           County Council

                           County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden informed the meeting that there was a Big Society Fund of 
                     £600,000 available from the County Council to be spent on the provision of services.  
                     Councillor Mrs. Godden wondered whether the Parish Council could benefit from the money by 
                     applying for grant aid and the first tranche of money would be allocated in June 2011 as she 
                           was supporting a bid for a ‘Befriending Scheme’ to help elderly people who had been hit by 
                     cuts and did not know where to go for help.  Further details could be found on the County 
                     Council’s web-site.  Applications were wanted for training and other service provision.  The 
                     County Council did not want grants applications for spending on salaries.   Councillor Mrs. B. 
                     Newport said that independent of being an elected member she was the Age UK local link for 
                     North Hinksey and was aware that the organisation already ran ‘Befriending Scheme’.   She 
                     offered to raise this with Age UK if there was sufficient interest.   

                           County Councillor Mrs. Godden also raised the issue of the repairs that were needed to 
                     Wolvercote Bridge.  A problem of further weight restriction would arise if a full repair was not
                     carried out and this would probably mean that some heavy vehicles may have to get to 
                     Wolvercote for essential deliveries/collections and refuse services via Wytham Village and 

                           other local roads.                           
                           District Council

                           District Councillor T. Quinlan had nothing specific to report in relation to the District Council.
                           He fully supported the Parish Council policy of getting grant aid into North Hinksey rather than 
                     the Abingdon area.  He was disappointed to hear of the arsoned viewing platform in the fenland 
                     and fully supported its re-instatement as he was aware of many parishioners who supported it 
                     being there for viewing and educational purposes.  He hoped that money could be found to 

                           encourage young people to visit the fenland and copse to see and understand its beauty and 

                           environmental importance. 

                           Councillors E. Batts and P. C. Pheysey-Jones made reference to the problems as a result of the 
                     delays in issuing of postal votes.  District Councillor Quinlan asked people to contact him with 
                     problems and he would take them up with the V.W.H.D.C. 
      10/145         OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED
                    NALC
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      10/146        ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.

                     Ch. No.
   Payee


Expenditure



                 Amount  
                   102012
  Shelley Signs

Interpretation Board works


  £   834.00  

                                                                               (Re-imbursed by VWHDC grant)



      102013
  Ann Berkeley

Interpretation Board design/art work etc.
               £   882.53       

                                                                               (Re-imbursed by VWHDC grant)


                   102014    Oxford Conservation Vol.
Maintenance Work in copse and fenland
               £   100.00

                   102015    Ann Berkeley

Grant applications/income generation and
  £   930.00  

                                                                               contract administration on work from 
                                                                  28/09/2010-31/03/2010

                   102016    Graham Sillman                  Remove arsoned dipping platform and debris       £   247.40

                                                                               in pond, roll football pitch, cut-back vegetation

                                                                               near property at the rear of Cedar Road

                   102017    Ann Berkeley                      Interpretation Board management/liaison with      £    92.47

                                                                               manufacturer and installer etc.  
      102018    Cancelled Cheque              Wrong amount
£      0.00 

                   102019    A. J. Stone (Petty Cash)     100 1st class stamps, beverages for APM, grass      £  111.64
                                                                  seed for Community Orchard 

                   102020    Darbys Solicitors LLP        Legal advice on confidential matters                       £ 540.00        

                   102021    V.W.H.D.C.                        Emptying 3 Dog Bins Oct 2010-March 2011         £    69.23

                   D/D          V.W.H.D.C.                       NNDR instalment LM Pavilion                               £   55.62

                   102022    BGG Garden & Tree Care Grass cutting LM playing fields – March 2011       £  192.46       

                   102023    Oxford Green Belt Network  Subscription 2011/2012
 £   15.00


                   102024    Oxon Assn. Local Councils   Subscription 2011/2012                                        £ 784.78 

                   102025    O.R.C.C.                              Subscription 2011/2012                                          £   30.00

                   102026    N.A.L.C.                              DIS subscription 2011/2012                                   £  105.00 

                   102027    A. J. Stone (Petty Cash)      Viking Direct stationery                                          £   52.20

                   102028    Cancelled Cheque                Revised invoice-wrong amount                              £     0.00     

                   102029 
  Graham Sillman                   Installation of interpretation board etc.                  £ 226.00

                   102030    Aon Ltd.                               LM Pavilion insurance  (to be reclaimed)              £ 174.00

                   102031    Ag MacKeith                       Refund excess grant provision from The Sprout    £    35.98

                                                                                re: purchase of an apple tree.

                   102032    R. S. Newport                      Litter picking and safety checks  30/3-27/4/2011   £ 111.72   

                   102033    M. Rankin                            P/T caretaker LM Pavilion – April 2011                 £136.95

                   102034    A. J. Stone                           Net Salary and 50% Broadband – April 2011       £1,278.98   

                                                                                                                                            TOTAL     £7,005.96
10/147       DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 

            19th May 2011


Annual General Meeting 

            TBA


Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

            26th May 2011  


Finance & General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

           As this was the last meeting of the current Parish Council, the Chairman, Councillor Mrs. 

           B. Newport thanked the following people: -

           a).  District Councillor T. Quinlan for the work he had done for North Hinksey during the 12 years 
                 he had been a district councillor.  In turn District Councillor T. Quinlan thanked Councillor 
                 Mrs. Newport for the help she had given him over the period.

          b).  All the Parish Councillors for their work over the last 4 years. She personally thanked 
                Councillor Mrs. V. Warner who was not standing for re-election.
          c).  The Parish Clerk for his tremendous hard work and support to councillors and parishioners.

                The remainder of the council concurred with the Chairman’s sentiments and asked that their 
                thanks for the Parish Clerk’s hard worked and support were minuted.
          Councillors E. Batts and Mrs. Newport also thanked County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden who was 

          not standing again for re-election to the Parish Council.

          Councillors A. Hardiman and Mrs. A, Schlichting thanked Councillor Mrs. Newport for all the 

          help she had given them and other councillors as Chairman of the Parish Council.   

Council passed the resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100 that the following items were confidential as 
they involved legal advice including the council’s interest in land and leases and as such the press and public were excluded from the confidential part of the meeting.
This part of the meeting finished at 8.45pm 

