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Web-site:  www.Northhinksey-pc.gov.uk

21st April 2011
A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL IS TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY 28th APRIL 2011, AT 8.00 PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.
Alan Stone, Clerk to the Council.  

   INFORMATION FOR THE PUBLIC 

   Members of the Public are encouraged and welcome to attend meetings of the Parish Council.  At least ten minutes 

   will be set-aside at the commencement of each meeting to deal with any questions or statements from the public.  The questions 

   will either be answered at the meeting or subsequently by a letter/e-mail response.  
   Any question or statement raised in relation to relevant Parish Council work will be allocated a maximum of 5 minutes 
presentation time, and must be notified in writing, (e-mail if you prefer to do this), to the Chairman of the Council (or Parish Clerk), no later than 72 hours before the scheduled start time of the Council meeting.

          Any question in relation to an agenda item will be allocated a maximum of 5 minutes presentation time, and must be notified in writing, (e-mail if you prefer to do this), to the Chairman of the Council (or Parish Clerk), no later than 2.00pm on the day before the scheduled start time of the Council meeting.  Copies of questions or statements will be circulated to councillors in 

           advance of the meeting so that they can consider their contents.    
           In the case of petitions, the person presenting the petition is allowed a maximum of 3 minutes to present the petition, then 
Councillors are allowed time to ask questions for clarification purposes, which may be fact finding, or to establish the accuracy of information in or driving the petition.  Petitions must be in writing, in the correct format and must reach the Parish Clerk by 9am on the working day before the meeting at which the petition will be presented. 

   Should a delegation wish to meet the Council they should appoint a spokesperson to act on their behalf, prior to the meeting.  
FULL COUNCIL CONSISTS OF 14 MEMBERS     A QUORUM IS 5 MEMBERS

AGENDA – PART ONE
  10/137    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
  10/138    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

  10/139    MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY     

  10/140    URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

  10/141    APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

     i).   THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 24th MARCH 2011   
    ii).   THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 17th MARCH 2011,
  10/142    CLERKS REPORT
     

  1).    Playing Fields

   Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks – Update

   Roy Newport has reported that the play equipment is in working order.  
   2).    Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents, Advice and Correspondence – Details for 

          Councillors Information
          The Council has also received the following details/sent the following correspondence or 

          arranged the following meetings: -

          a).  Notification from the V.W.H.D.C. of further grant aid for a second interpretation board.

          b).  Confirmation from the Big Lottery Fund of a grant of £5,575 to pay for the training of 

                 volunteers in copse and fenland works.
          c).  Correspondence from Oxfordshire County Council detailing major changes to Oxford Bus 
                Company Services.  (See agenda item 10/143/8)

       d).  Audit completion  documents from the council’s external auditor BDO LLP.
       e).  Work has been scheduled for the chipping and removal brash and small branches in the 
              Louie Memorial ‘Lower’ playing field copse and fenland and on the opposite side of the 
              path from the fenland pond.
10/143    COUNCIL MATTERS

                        1).  Change in Annual General Meeting Date

                                The Parish Clerk has been informed that counting for the Parish Council election could take 
                          place after both the votes for the referendum and district council polls have been counted and 
                          declared.  Therefore there is a possibility that the count may not take place until the Saturday 
                          morning which would leave little or no time for the Parish Clerk to make the necessary 
                          arrangements for issuing appointment letters, welcoming literature, councillor acceptance 
                          letters and to receive the receipt of nominations and committee /sub-committee preferences etc.  
                          Council is asked to NOTE and AGREE that the Annual General Meeting of the Council is re-
                          scheduled for Thursday 19th May and that the Planning Committee scheduled for that date will 
                          re-arranged as required.

                        2).    Draft Final Accounts 2010-2011    

                                 Councillors are asked to NOTE that the Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee working 
                          group met on 21st April 2011 to consider the draft accounts and AGREED that the Chairman 
                          of the Council should sign a copy for forwarding to the internal auditor with the necessary 
                          papers for him to complete his audit.  Depending on the date the audited accounts are returned, 
                          they will be considered by council at its meeting on 19th May or 23rd June 2011.  

  3).    Annual Governance Statement 
                         Councillors are asked to CONSIDER, COMMENT and AGREE the attached Annual 

                         Governance Statement, being part of the annual audit process. 
                        4).    Interpretation Board – LM Copse/Fenland
                          Councillors are asked to NOTE that following requests from parishioners for further 
                          information regarding the rare fenland and habitat, the Parish Council had been successful in 
                          obtaining a grant from the V.W.H.D.C. for the manufacture and installation of an information 
                          board.  This has now been installed and shows useful information including a map of the area, 
                          fenland ecology, geology, hydrology, management and fen species of interest.  The board has 
                          been sited approximately half way down the main copse path running from Arnolds Way 
                          entrance to the concrete path between Hurst Rise and Cedar Roads.  

                          The Parish Council also applied to the V.W.H.D.C. for an award towards producing an 
                          interpretation board for the fenland pond area and has been given a £2,000 grant.
5).   British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BCTV) – Training for Volunteers

                          Councillors are asked to NOTE that the Big Lottery Fund has now confirmed that the Parish 
                          Council has been awarded a grant of £5,575 to pay for the provision of a training programme by 
                          the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV).  This will ensure that future works as 
                          identified in the approved management plan for the Copse /Fenland and other maintenance 
                          work at the North Hinksey Nature Reserve and Community Orchard are undertaken by suitably 
                          experienced, trained and skilled persons or authorised voluntary groups.  This then fulfils the 
                          Parish Council’s responsibilities as custodian of these sites and should ensure that the 
                          advantages of the environmental works already undertaken in the copse and fenland are not lost.  
                          Volunteers are required to be trained in copse and fenland management, the use of woodland 
                          tools, an appreciation of the legal liabilities and insurance, health and safety issues and other 
                          woodland skills.  The work will also include some visits to the Community Orchard and North 
                          Hinksey Nature Reserve to undertake specific tasks e.g. pruning the fruit trees, removal of 
                          excessive bull rushes/virulent weeds, etc.
                          Training will probably start in August or September 2011. 
6).   Voluntary Work offer by Dr. Judy Webb
                                Dr. Judy Webb has asked permission of the Parish Council to carry on in a voluntary capacity,

                                informal surveying of the wildlife at the Louie Memorial Fields this next season.  She explains 
                                that finding the invertebrates special to a site is a long job and undoubtedly more things will turn 
                         up, the more time she spends looking.   She will keep the Parish Council informed if anything of 
                         interest is found and send her finding to the T.V.E.R.C. who are considering whether or not to 

                         designate the fen as a Local Wildlife Site.
                         Councillors are asked to SUPPORT her request and RECOMMEND to the new council that they 
                         continue to support the excellent and informative work undertaken by Dr. Judy Webb.      
                  7).   Save Botley Library Campaign  (Councillor Mrs. A. Schlichting)   
                                Feedback on recent progress by the council’s representative on the campaign committee.         
                  8).   Highways and Litter Issues
                         Councillor E. Batts to report on: -

                         a). Service Changes effecting Oxford Bus Company buses serving North Hinksey area from 8th 
                              May 2011. 
                        b).  Oxon CC review of subsidised bus services in the Wantage and Faringdon area.
                  9).  Quarterly Reports from Chairs of Other Committees  (Progress/Issues of Interest)

i).   PLANNING COMMITTEE




ii). 
ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE, INCLUDING NORTH HINKSEY NATURE RESERVE AND THE COMMUNITY ORCHARD  

 iii).  FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE 

   iv).  RECREATION AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE AND PAVILION TRUST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

    v).  REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE 

    Other Connected Organisations    
   vi).  LOUIE MEMORIAL PAVILION TRUST


  vii).  SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

      viii).  BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE
    ix).  NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP ISSUES (NAG) ISSUES

         10/144    REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.
         10/145    OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED
                  NALC



Direct Information Service  755 & 756

                         B.B.O.W.T.                            Wildlife News  April 2011 & Wildlife Diary  April-June 2011
        10/146    ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
   10/147    DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 

           19th May 2011


Annual General Meeting 

           TBA



Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

           26th May 2011  


Finance & General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

     Council is required to pass the resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960   

     Section 1, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100 that the following item is 
     confidential as it involves legal advice including the council’s interest in land and leases and as

     such the press and public are excluded from this part of the meeting.
CONFIDENTIAL AGENDA – PART TWO 

     Councillors are reminded that papers under this heading are and must remain confidential.  Any 
     disclosure of confidential papers or discussions without the express permission of Council is a breach 
     of the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct and its Standing Orders.

  10/148    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
  10/149    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

  10/150   APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:  

                 THE CONFIDENTIAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL, held on Thursday 24th March 
                 2011.  

