NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19th MAY 2011, AT 8.00 PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
Councillors:  E. Batts, R. Carr, N. Clark, R. Clark, Mrs. Z. Clark, Mrs. A. Dykes, 
                               Mrs. K. El-Barhdadi, Mrs. D. Hallett, Mrs. J. Hammett, A. Hardiman, C. Hathaway,

                               Ms. A. Mackeith, Mrs. B. Newport and A. Pritchard.
                                        

Others Present:   

County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden, 12 members of the public and A. J. Stone (Parish 
                               Clerk).

Councillor Mrs. B. Newport took the Chair for items 11/01 and 11/02 and welcomed new councillors.  

11/01         APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

               
There were no apologies. 

11//02
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


Councillor C. Hathaway proposed and Councillor Mrs. K. El-Barhdadi seconded the resolution 
                   that Councillor N. Clark be elected as Chairman of the Parish Council.  There were no 

                   other nominations.


Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to elect Councillor N. Clark as Chairman of the 
                   Parish Council.

11/03
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


Councillor N. Clark asked for nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman.    

                   Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett proposed and Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith seconded the resolution 
                   that Councillor A. Pritchard be elected Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.  

                   There were no further nominations. 

                   Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to elect Councillor A. Pritchard as Vice-

                   Chairman of the Parish Council.

11/04
APPOINTMENT OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE, SUB-COMMITTEES AND 

                   CHAIRMEN


The Clerk reminded the meeting that it was practice for each committee/sub-committee to elect 

                   their respective Chairmen at this meeting and that where needed a Vice-Chairmen.  
                   a).   PLANNING COMMITTEE
                 It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Planning Committee for 
         the 2011/2012 municipal year: -
                           Councillors:  N. Clark, R. Clark, Mrs. Z. Clark, A. Dykes, Mrs. K. El-Barhdadi, 
                           Mrs. J. Hammett, C. Hathaway, A. Hardiman, Mrs. B. Newport and A. Pritchard.   (10)
                           Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett proposed and Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes seconded the 
                           resolution that Councillor A. Pritchard be elected Chairman.

                           Councillor A. Pritchard was UNANIMOUSLY elected Chairman. 

b).
ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Allotments Sub-Committee for the 2011/2012 municipal year: -

                           Councillors:  R. Carr, R. Clark, Mrs. Z. Clark, Mrs. D. Hallett, Mrs. J. Hammett, 
              C. Hathaway, Ms. A. Mackeith + 2 Allotment holders as Co-optees (2)         (7+2)
                           Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett proposed and Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith seconded the 
                           resolution that Councillor C. Hathaway be elected Chairman.

                           Councillor C. Hathaway was UNANIMOUSLY elected Chairman. 

                           Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett proposed and Councillor N. Clark seconded the resolution that 

                           Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith be elected Vice-Chairman.

                           Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith was UNANIMOUSLY elected Vice-Chairman. 
                   c).    FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE
             Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council + Committee/Sub-Committee 
             Chairmen.  Councillor with extensive knowledge of the parish:  Councillor C. Hathaway,    
                           and the additional member:  Councillor R. Clark .

d).
RECREATION AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committee for the 2011/2012 municipal year: -

                          Councillors:  R. Carr, N. Clark, R. Clark, Mrs Z. Clark, Mrs. K. El-Barhdadi, 
                          Mrs. J. Hammett, C. Hathaway, Ms. A. Mackeith, A. Pritchard   (9)  
                          Councillor R. Carr proposed and Councillor C. Hathaway seconded the resolution that 

                          Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett be elected Chairman.

                          Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett was UNANIMOUSLY elected Chairman. 

                          Councillor Ms. A. Macheith proposed and Councillor Mrs. K. El-Barhdadi seconded the 
                          resolution that Councillor R. Carr be elected Vice-Chairman.

                          Councillor R. Carr was UNANIMOUSLY elected Vice-Chairman. 
e).
REMEMBRANCE DAY SUB-COMMITTEE

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Remembrance Day Sub-Committee for the 2011/2012 municipal year: -

Councillors:  E. Batts, R. Carr, N. Clark, R. Clark, Mrs. A. Dykes, A. Hardiman, 

Mrs. B. Newport.    (7)
                          Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the resolution that 

                          Councillor Mrs. B. Newport be elected Chairman.

                          Councillor Mrs. B. Newport was UNANIMOUSLY elected Chairman. 
 
11/05
APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


a).
BOTLEY TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE    (MAX. 4) 


It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Botley Traffic Advisory Committee for the 2011/2012 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  Mrs. A. Dykes, A. Hardiman, Mrs. B. Newport, A. Pritchard  (4)

b). 
PAVILION TRUST MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   (MUST APPOINT 2)

It was NOTED that ALL members of the Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committee were members of the Louie Memorial Pavilion Trust for the 2011/2012 municipal year, and that the new management committee had to appoint a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. 
c).
SEACOURT HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE   (MAX. 4)

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Seacourt Hall Management Committee for the 2011/2012 year: -

Council representatives:  N. Clark, Mrs. Z. Clark, C. Hathaway, A. Pritchard  (4)

d).   PARISH PLAN STEERING GROUP   (MAX. 4)
It was AGREED the Councillor C. Hathaway would act as the Parish Council representative  on the Parish Plan Steering Group for the 2011/2012 municipal year.   (1) 

 e).   NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTION GROUP (NAG - TVP)  (MAX. 2)

It was AGREED that the following Councillors would serve on the Neighbourhood Action Group for the 2011/2012 municipal year: -

Council representatives:  Mrs. K. El-Barhdadi and Mrs. B.A. Newport.   (2)

f).    GREEN BELT NETWORK
It was AGREED the Councillor A. Pritchard would act as the Parish Council representative on the Green Belt Network for the 2011/2012 municipal year.   (1) 
 g).   PARISH TRANSPORT REPRESENTATIVE
It was AGREED the Councillor E. Batts would continue as the Parish Transport representative for the 2011/2012 municipal year.  (1) 

11/06   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

                 There were no declarations of interest. 

11/07         URGENT BUSINESS 
                   There were no items of urgent business.

11/08         APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

                  The minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL meeting held on Thursday 28th April 2011, were   
                  agreed as an accurate record by those councillors who were present at the meeting and 
                  signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

11/09
APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP

                  MINUTES

                  i).  The minutes of the RECREATION AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE, held on 
      Thursday 7th April 2011, were agreed by those councillors present at the meeting as an 
      accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

                 ii).  The minutes of the ALLOTMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE, held on Thursday 21st April 2011,
      were agreed by those councillors present at the meeting as an accurate record and signed by 
      the Chairman of  the Parish Council. 
                iii).  The minutes of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES SUB-COMMITTEE 
      (WORKING GROUP), held on Thursday 21st April 2011,  were agreed by those councillors 
      present at the meeting as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish 
      Council. 
11/10

CLERKS REPORT

                   Councillors NOTED the following; - 

  1).  Playing Fields

  Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update

  That Roy Newport had reported the playing field equipment was in good working 
  order.     
2).   Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents and Advice – Details for Information 

        Councillors NOTED the following details and that further information could be obtained 

        from the Parish Clerk.

        a).  Councillors were reminded that the Parish Clerk would be on holiday from Saturday 25th 
             June 2011, returning to work on Tuesday 12th July 2011. 

        b).  Councillors NOTED the dates agreed with the external auditor for the display of the 
             Notice of Electors Rights for the 2010/2011 Accounts as 13th May - 26th May 2011 and 
             that the Accounts and supporting documentation could be inspected by appointment  
             between 27th May and 24th June 2011. 

        c).  Councillors NOTED that following the repair of the hired chipping machine the task of 
             chipping brash and small logs in the copse and fenland had been completed.
       d).  The Oxfordshire Playing Fields Assn. had arranged to hold 4 informal networking 
             events across the county.  These free events would cover a range of topics faced by 
             parishes managing a playing field and/or a playground and would provide everyone with 
             a valuable opportunity to meet others doing the same work in order to exchange ideas.  
             The nearest event was on Thursday 2nd June at Wendlebury Village Hall between 7pm 
             and 9pm.  New members of the Recreation  and Amenities Sub-Committee were 
             encouraged to attend the event, the costs being met by the Parish Council. 
11/11
COUNCIL MATTERS

                  1).  Consideration of the Independent Internal Auditor’s (IIA) Report 2010-2011

                         Councillors NOTED that by law the Parish Council must consider the report of the IIA and 
                          any recommendations contained in it and that it must be minuted that the report has been 
                          considered and the actions taken by the council.  The IIA’s internal audit report for 

                         2010/2011 had been circulated to councillors for their consideration.  The Parish Clerk 
                          informed the meeting that the only recommendation the IIA had made was on page 6 of his 
                          report regarding increasing the level of Fidelity Guarantee from £125,000 to £135,710.

                         Councillor A. Pritchard proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the resolution that 
                          council instruct the Parish Clerk to arrange for the level of Fidelity Guarantee 
                          insurance to be increased to £135,710.  
                        Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to support the resolution.                            

             2). Consideration of the Audited Final Accounts for 2010/2011

                   Councillors CONSIDERED the following reports that had been circulated with the agenda.
                   a).  The audited Annual Report for 2010/2011, which contained the accounts for 2010/2011, 
             

 which had been audited by the Independent Internal Auditor.    
                   b).  The Responsible Finance Officers report in relation to the 2010/2011 accounts.  
                         The Parish Clerk then answered a number of questions raised by councillors in relation to 
                         both reports. 
             3).  Local Councils in England Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2011  
                   Coucillors NOTED that the completed and duly certified annual return for North Hinksey 
                   Parish Council had to be submitted to its external auditor, BDO LLP within specified                  

                   timescales.  Councillors CONFIRMED that the audited accounting statements shown in 
                   Section 1 – Accounting Statements (page 2 of 6) in the statutory annual return for 31 March 
                   2011, had been seen and APPROVED by council.  The Chairman of the Council, 
                   Councillor N. Clark signed the return confirming this fact. 
                  4).  Insurance Review 

                         The parish Clerk explained that each year the council was required to undertake a review of 
                          the adequacy and value for money of its insurance arrangements/policy/cover.  The policy 
                          was due for renewal on 1st June and he had sought two quotes for comparison purposes.
                          The details had been circulated and Company A, our existing insurance provider was a well 
                          established company in the local government field and provided comprehensive cover.
                          Company B, was newer to the local government field and had quoted a much lower sum for 
                          its policy.  Company B was asked to quote like for like (or better) based on the insurance 
                          cover provided by Company A.  It was essential to ensure that the council had 
                          comprehensive insurance cover, and Council had to be satisfied that both quotes were 
                          for comparable and adequate levels of insurance.  
                          Subsequently, Company A revised its quote and after considering the small differences 
                          between quotes, Councillor A. Pritchard proposed and Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith 
                          seconded the resolution that ‘Council remain with Company A for 2011/2012, due to 
                          their experience in the local government insurance field’.
                         Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to support the resolution.              
                  5).   Best Kept Garden Competition 2011

                         Councillors CONSIDERED a report from Councillor Mrs. B. Newport in relation to running 
                          the Best Kept Garden and Hanging Basket Competition for 2011.  Councillor Mrs. Newport 
                          explained that in the past she had personally arranged the competition as Chairman of the 
                          Parish Council, with administrative help on the day from the Parish Clerk.  

                         Councillor Mrs. J. Hammettt wondered whether the work could be undertaken by the 
                          Allotments Sub-Committee.  Councillor A. Pritchard supported the continuance of the 
                          competition as more and more front gardens were being concreted over for off-street car 
                          parking and wondered whether the North Hinksey Horticultural Society (NHHS) could run 
                          the event.  Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes informed the meeting the NHHS would not be able to 
                          raise sufficient members to do so.  Councillor N. Clark supported continuing the event as it 
                          helped to build up community spirit.  Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith believed an article should 
                          be put in The Sprout magazine to promote the competition.  Councillor A. Pritchard 
                          wondered whether there should be a further prize for the most attractive front garden with 
                          car parking, but it was felt this was already covered.    
                         Councillor Mrs. B. Newport again volunteered to do the administrative side of arranging the 
                          competition and the Parish Clerk agreed to provide his normal support on the day of the 
                          competition.  The following councillors agreed to act as guides on the day, Councillors

                          E. Batts, N. Clark, R. Clark (subject to availability), Mrs. A. Dykes, Mrs. K. El-Barhdadi, 
                          Mrs. D. Hallett, Mrs. J. Hammett, A. Hardiman, A. Pritchard and County Councillor Mrs. 
                          J. Godden.
                  6).  Urgent Planning Committee Meeting 
                          It was AGREED that the newly formed Planning Committee would hold a special meeting 

                         on Thursday 26th May 2011, as it needed to urgently consider outstanding planning 

                         applications to meet the V.W.H.D.C’s extended deadline of Friday 27th May 2011.   
                  7).  Signatories on the Parish Council Bank Accounts
                         Council AGREE that the two councillor co-signatories on the Parish Council bank accounts 
                          would be: -

                         The Chairman of the Council – Councillor Neil Clark           and 

                         The Vice-Chairman of the Council – Councillor Andrew Pritchard   
 11/12        REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

                  County Council

                  County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden informed the meeting that the County Council had held its 
                  AGM and appointed Patrick Greene (Moreton) as its Chairman for the coming year.  Lorraine 

                  Lindsay-Gale was the new Cabinet member for Growth & Infrastructure (includes Planning) and 
                  Melinda Tilley for School Improvement. Councillors understood that there would be an                  
                  announcement about the libraries consultation some time next week. Laura Hutchins (Area 
                  Steward) offered to visit Parish Councils to explain her role.  An important report on future needs 
                  for waste disposal facilities would be coming to the Cabinet next week, which might result in the 
                  proposals being ‘called in’.
                  Councillor Mrs. Godden also offered to a provide 2-sides of A4 summary of county council 
                  services and finances for new members of the Parish Council and mentioned that she had 
                  proposed some briefing meetings for all school governors on changes to their responsibilities for 
                  school improvement to be implemented from this September as the ruling group had not thought 
                  it necessary to do so.
                  District Council
                  The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor N. Clark congratulated Councillors E. Batts and 
                  Mrs. D. Hallett in being elected to the V.W.H.D.C.  
                  District Councillor Mrs. D. Hallett informed the meeting that as a new member of the Vale it was 
                  a busy time as there were many new things to learn.  She had been appointed to the Personnel 
                  Staff Consultation Committee and a member of the Lib. Dem. Strategy Committee.
                  District Councillor E. Batts explained that the Vale had held their AGM, Councillor Alison 
                  Thomson (Faringdon and the Coxwells) had been appointed Chairman, Councillor Sue Marchant 
                  (Grove) appointed Vice-Chairman.  A new cabinet had been elected to replace the old executive. 
                  Councillor Batts had been appointed to the Development Control and Scrutiny Committee’s.

                  Parish Councillor Ms. A. Mackeith asked if the Vale were able to recycle effectively as paper and 
                  glass was put into the same recycling container, often resulting in the glass getting broken.

                  Both District Councillors agreed to investigate how effective the current system was.  
 11/13        OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED.


           NALC              Direct Information Service circulars.

 11/14
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


     Ch. No.
   Payee


  Expenditure




 Amount      

                  102035
   Arrow Accounting  
  Internal Audit Fee   2010/2011


£  150.00



  102036  
Curt Lamberth

  Guided Tours, Committee attendance etc.
£  221.20
  102037
     R. S. Newport

  Safety checks & litter clearance (28/4-25/5)
£  111.72

                  102038     M. Rankin


  P/T caretaker at LM Pavilion – May 2011 
£   136.95                                 

                  D/D           V.W.H.D.C.

  2nd Instalment NNDR – LM Pavilion

£     55.00

                  102039
A. J. Stone

  Net salary May 2011 + 50% broadband 
£1,279.48   
 

  102040      BBG Garden & Tree Care  Grass cutting LM Fields – April 2011  

£   384.93
    102041      Graham Sillman

  Brash chipping and safety check.

£   510.00
  102045 
NALC


  Annual LCR subscription 2011-2011

£   180.00

                  102043      Mrs. A. Dykes                     Extra keys for allotments locked gates  

£     17.45


 





  Total Expenditure
         

             £3,046.73 

11/15        DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
          16th June 2011


   Remembrance Day Sub-Committee   (7.00pm)
                  16th June 2011


   Planning Committee   (7.45pm)
          23rd June 2011               Council   (8.00pm)

                    7th July 2011                Planning Committee   (7.45pm)

                  21st July 2011                Council   (8.00pm)

                  28th July 2011                Planning Committee   (7.45pm)

                  18th August 2011           Planning Committee   (7.45pm) 

                    8th September 2011     Planning Committee   (7.45pm)

                  15th September 2011     Council  (8.00pm)

                  22nd September 2011    Remembrance Day Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

                  22nd September 2011    Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)

                  29th September 2011     Allotments Sub-Committee   (7.00pm)

                  29th September 2011     Planning Committee  (7.45pm) 
                  The meeting closed at 9.08pm. 

