North Hinksey Parish Council

  Report of the Responsible Finance Officers in Relation to the Accounts for 
  the Year Ended 31st March 2011 – Council Meeting 19th May 2011
  INTRODUCTION
  The attached audited accounts are for the period 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011.  Councillors  

  are aware of the audit process, which requires the Council’s accounts to be audited by its approved 
  independent internal auditor and then figures contained in the Local Councils in England Annual 
  Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2011 seen and accepted by Council for forwarding to the 
  council’s external auditor (BDO LLP) for their consideration and comment.  The Clerk 
  has issued the statutory notice to advertise that the Council’s annual external audit date has been 
  fixed for Friday 8th July 2011.  This is the date when parishioners can raise any valid objections to 
  the accounts with the external auditor.  The accounts and supporting records for 2010/2011 have to 
  be made available for public inspection (by appointment), from  27th May to 24th June 2011 and the 
  ‘Notice of Electors Rights’ is being displayed on noticeboards from 13th May  to 26th May 2011.  The 
  external auditors (BDO LLP) have decided that the Parish Council will not be required to complete a 
  full intermediate audit questionnaire.
  Councillors’ are reminded that the agreed 2010/2011 ‘Annual Return’ and ‘Statement of Assurance’ 
  must be with the external auditor in readiness for the Council’s audit date of 8th July 2011.
  2010/2011 ACCOUNTS
  Actual Performance

  The adjusted income and expenditure as shown in the Profit and Loss Account shows an excess of  
  income of £9,990.  After taking into account the agreed contributions to earmarked reserves and 
  provisions of £18,418 (£12,604+£5,000+£814) the General Fund shows a shortfall of £8,428 
  (£9,990-£18,418).  This is primarily financed by agreed charges of £7,558 to earmarked reserves.  
  Performance Compared to the Revised Estimate 

  Councillors are REMINDED that main budget headings/sub-committee budgets are monitored and   
  controlled by the relevant total ‘bottom line’ figure.  
  When comparing actuals against the agreed revised estimate of expected performance for   
  2010/2011, there is an increase of £2,567 in income (£166,806 - £164,239) and an underspend of 
  £1,289 in expenditure (£158,105 - £156,816), after adjusting for approved revised estimates.
  The main elements contributing to the underspend are: -
  Administrative Budget

  Underspends on a budget of £34,935 amount to £378, which is spread over a variety of budget 
  headings.  As agreed by council the increased spending of £358 on legal fees has been financed 
  from the Legal Fees Earmarked Reserve. 
  Allotments Budget

  Overspends on a net budget (after rents) of £900 amount to £204 and primarily results from 
  additional grounds works at the community orchard to reduce flooding at the Minns end of the 
  orchard. 

  North Hinksey Garden Scheme Budget (Sec. 137)
  Underspends on an operational budget of £400 amount to £37.  
  Highways Budget

  Underspends on a budget of £2,950 amount to £1,912.  This results because a budget of £1,550
  for renovating street furniture was unable to be spent due to our contractor having insufficient time 
  available to undertake the re-furbishment work, apportioned cleaning costs for the Lime Road bus  
  shelter were £100 less than envisaged, footpath clearing costs £178 less than expected and misc. 
  budgets underspent by £84.

  Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee recommended that the £1,550 refurbishment 
  budget is carried forward into 2011/2012 as any further delay in doing the work will result in 
  additional maintenance costs.
  North Hinksey Nature Reserve Budget
  Underspends on a budget of £1,370 amount to £522 and are as a result of no need to clear out the  
  silt from the ditch, the provision of a free dog bin emptying service, and no purchase made for new  
  bulbs/plants. 
  Louie Memorial Pavilion Budget
  Underspends on a budget of £4,460 amount to £166 and result from small savings on a number of  
  budget heads.  In December 2010 Council agreed that a total of £2,400 (repairs to the pavilion after 

  the break-in) of the total spending be financed from the Playing Fields and Pavilion earmarked 

  reserve.  

  Playing Fields Budget
  Overspending on a budget of £109,650 amount to £2,046 against the revised estimate calculated in 
  November 2010.  The total expenditure also includes £2,317.67, for which the Parish Council 
  will receive £2,310.10 in grant aid.  Within the underspend of £2,046 is a budget of £2,000 for new 

  signs indicating allowed and restricted practices in the playing fields, which could not be spent in 
  2010/2011.  To cover the Parish Council and comply with insurance and health and safety 

  requirements, Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee recommend to Council that the 
  £2,000 budget is carried forward into 2011/2012.
  In December 2010 Council agreed that a total of £4,800 (£2,300 to cover the cost of the ‘Upper’ field 
  replacement gates and £2,500 of the costs for expert advice) of the total spending be financed from 
  the designated earmarked reserve.  
	  The Copse and Fenland Maintenance Budget had unavoidable increased expenditure of £4,463

  as a result of a number of factors including a statutory initial ROSPA pond safety inspection, having

  to remove fallen trees following the high winds, the need to pollard others to help promote growth in

  the reclaimed fenland, removal of the arsoned viewing platform materials and clear out the fenland
  pond. The total expenditure under this heading includes £2,317.67, for which the Parish Council will
  receive £2,310.10 in grant aid.
	
	
	
	
	4,950
	2,609
	-2,341

	  Remembrance Day Budget  (Sec. 137)
  Underspends on an operational budget of £490 amount to £17.
  Grants/Subscriptions Budget
  An underspend of £910, on a budget of £507 is due to reduced applications. 
  BALANCES – 31st MARCH 2011
Although the level of General Fund balances (£22,892) remain healthy, councillors are reminded that 
  work may still have to be undertaken to accommodate the requirements of the Disability Discrimination
  Act.

	
	
	

	RECOMMENDATIONS
 i).   Councillors are asked to NOTE that: -

       a).  The accounts and supporting documentation are required to be open to public inspection 

  during the period 27th May to 24th June 2011.
       b).  BDO LLP have fixed the annual external audit for Friday 8th July 2011. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 ii).   Finance and General Purposes Sub-Committee RECOMMEND to Council that: -
        a).   Council confirm that the audited accounting statements shown in Section 1 – Accounting

               Statements (page 2 of 6) in the statutory Annual return for 31 March 2011 are correct and
               authorise the Chairman of Council to sign the return confirming this fact.

        b).   To AGREE the following carry forwards into 2011/12: -
              Highways Budget

              The street furniture re-furbishment budget of £1,550, as any further delay in doing the
              work will result in additional maintenance costs.

              Playing Fields Budget
              The purchase and installation of new signs budget of £2,000, which could not be spent in
              2010/2011, so covering the Parish Council by complying with insurance and health and safety

              requirements.
Alan Stone, Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer   13/05/2011
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