NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 25th 

NOVEMBER 2010, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
     The Chairman of the Parish Council Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport and Councillors    

                               E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, Mrs. J. Godden, Mrs. J. Hammett, A. Hardiman, 
                               M. R. Harper, P. C. Pheysey-Jones, Mrs. A. Schlichting, P. C. Stevens and Mrs. V. Warner. 

Others Present:      Mr. B. Beuzeval, Mrs. R. Beauzeval, Mrs. Carr, Dr. Davey, Mr. Miller, A Pritchard and 

                               A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

10/76  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

 Apologies were received from Councillor S. Woodward and District Councillors Mrs. J. 
                   Shepherd and T Quinlan.

10/77   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


      In relation to agenda item 10/83 Council Matters, Item 5 Request to Use the Community Orchard 

                   for the 2011 North Hinksey Horticultural Society’s Show, Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes declared a 

                   Personal and Prejudicial Interest as a member of that society.

                   She took no part in the debate or decision making process in relation to this item.


10/78
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                   The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport informed the meeting that there were none and 

                   attempted to move to the next item.  Councillors Mrs. J. Hammett told the meeting that she 

                   believed Mrs. Carr had submitted a question but the Chairman explained that she asked the 

                   Parish Clerk to seek clarification as the question was confusing.  A second attempt by Mrs Carr 

      was determined to be one that should be addressed to the County Council regarding budget 

      provision for elderly and unemployed people.  The Chairman asked the Parish Clerk to reply  

      by e-mail to Mrs Carr but offer helpful local information on what is available and how the  

      NHPC grants system worked.  The Parish Clerk confirmed he had replied and forwarded a copy 

      of his reply to all councillors.

                   Mrs. V. Carr was unhappy with e-mail response and wanted it discussed at the meeting.  The 

                   Clerk was asked to clarify the situation and advised that the question had been answered even if 

                   Mrs Carr did not like the answer.  Councillor Mrs. Newport then closed discussions. 

10/79          URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH 
                   COUNCIL

                   There was no urgent business.

10/80
 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:
            The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport asked if she could sign the minutes.  Councillors

            AGREED, by 11 votes to 0 votes (Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett abstained from voting) that minutes of: -

            i ).   The PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 21st October 2010, were AGREED as 

                   an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.
  ii).  The minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting held on:

                  a).  Thursday 14th October 2010, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 
                              Chairman of the Parish Council. 
10/81           APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP            
                  MINUTES
                 i).    The Remembrance Day Sub-Committee meeting held on Thursday 21st October 2010 were 
       AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.

10/82         CLERKS REPORT
  
   
Councillors NOTED that:
                  1).   Playing Fields
                          Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks – Update
                          Roy Newport had reported that the play equipment was in working order.                              
                    2). 
Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents, Advice and Correspondence – Details for 
         Councillors Information  
         Councillors NOTED that the Council had received the following details/sent the following 
         correspondence or arranged the following meetings: -
         a).   The Parish Council noticeboard in Laburnum Road had been damaged.  Graham Sillman 
               had repaired the damage including the locking mechanism.   
         b).   The Parish Council web-site was being upgraded to a more flexible system.  It was 

                hoped that the web-site would only be down for a short period of time.  Councillor M. 
                Harper explained that he was working with VisionICT on the remaining issues and 

                once the web-site was up and running he would be updating it.  He asked councillors to 

                let him know by e-mail where items needed adding, changing or deleting.  

         c).   The Parish Council had received a number of comments and correspondence thanking it 

                for arranging the Remembrance Day Service in the Commonwealth War Graves Section, 

                Botley Cemetery.  The Parish Clerk thanked those councillors, Roy Newport,

                Stephan Pritchard and William Elliott for helping with the administrative arrangements 

                on Sunday 14th November.

         d).   The Chairman of the Vale of White Horse DC, Councillor Beth Fleming had written to 

                thank the Parish Council for inviting her to the Remembrance Day Service.  She had 

                stated ‘It is always a real honour to participate in the Remembrance Day proceedings 
                and the setting of the Commonwealth War Graves Section of Botley Cemetery was the 
                perfect location to pay our respects to all those who have given so much’. 

         e).   The Rev. Michael Farthing had written to offer his apologies at not being able to 

                officiate at the service due to unavoidable circumstances. 

         f).   Graham Sillman had generously donated additional metal name discs for use at the  

                Remembrance Day Service.  
         g).   Matthew Arnold School won the MUGA 6-aside competition defeating Botley Boys and 
                Girls FC in the final.  Teams from the 4th Oxford and 15th Oxford Scouts also played in 
                the competition at the Official Opening on the 6th November.  All teams who had 

                participated in the event had asked if it could be run on an annual basis.
         h).   The Vale of White Horse DC had written to state that for the first two weeks of 
                November they recycled or composted 75 per cent of total waste collected – a major 
                improvement on the 39 per cent they were achieving before the new system started.   

         i).   The Oxfordshire Playing Fields Assn. Would be holding their 2010 AGM on Tuesday 
                30th November 2010, 7.00 for 7.30pm to 9.30pm at the Steeple Aston Village Hall.  The 

                occasion would also have a social side to it to mark the retirement of Roger Davis, their 

                Community Development Officer.  The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport would 

                attend and also write to Roger Davis to thank him for the many years of service he had 
                given to the O.P.F.A.     Action:  The Chairman to write to Roger Davis
         j).   The Environment Agency had notified the Council that it intends to start work on a 
                second programme of ‘Short Term Measures’ re: Willow Walk during the winter. 

         k).  The Chairman, Councillor Mrs B. Newport had been invited by the Chairman and 
               Trustees of RABI to a Carol Service at Dorchester Abbey on 1st December 2010, at the 
               end of their 150th Anniversary year. 
         l).   Councillors were reminded that the Christmas Meal would be held following the 
               Planning Committee on Thursday 9th December 2010.  A reservation had been made for 
               8.30pm and councillors were asked to confirm whether they would be attending.

10/83        COUNCIL MATTERS

          1).     Councillors Surgeries

                   Councillors were REMINDED that the next surgery would be held on Saturday 18th 

                   December in the Seacourt Hall, Botley from 10.00am to 11.00am. Councillors Mrs. B. 

                   Newport, Mrs. J. Godden and S. Woodward were expected to be in attendance. 

         2).      Consultation on Concessionary Fare Scheme
                   The County Council had asked for the Council’s views regarding the concessionary fares 

                   scheme in Oxfordshire.  Councillor E. Batts, the Parish Council’s Transport Representative

                   led the discussion on this topic and explained that the County Council would be taking over 

                   responsibility for administering all the schemes currently run by the different District 

                   Councils in Oxfordshire, from 1st April 2011.  He hoped this would result in a common start 

                   time for the service at 9.00am.  Councillor A. Hardiman believed that the current finishing

                   time of 11.00pm (Monday to Friday) should be extended until 3.00am.

                   It was AGREED that the following responses should be sent to the County Council on behalf 

                   of the Parish Council. 

                   a).  Hours of Eligibility
                         There should be a common start time at 9.00am. 

                   b).  Companion Passes
                         The current scheme should continue.
                   c).  Alternatives to the Concessionary Bus Pass
                         No other alternatives to the bus pass e.g. tokens, should be offered.
                   d).  Dial a Ride and Community Transport Services 

                         Councillors Mrs. J. Hammett and P. Pheysey-Jones spoke against retaining the Dial-a-

                         Ride service as they believed it should be withdrawn to save money.  Councillor 
                         Pheysey-Jones also believed that the service was not particularly well used.  Councillor 
                         Mrs. J. Godden believed the service was extremely important as it allowed elderly 
                         people, often with mobility problems, a means of being able to shop for themselves.  A 
                         majority of councillors also supported the continued use of concessionary bus passes on 
                         Dial-a Ride services. 
                         Councillors AGREED by 8 votes to 2 votes (Councillors Mrs. J. Hammett and P. 
                         Pheysey-Jones) that the Dial-a-Ride Services should continue and that 
                         concessionary bus passes should still be allowed to be used on Dial-a Ride services. 
         3).      MUGA and Trim Trail etc. Opening Events  

                   The Chairman of the Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committee reported on the recent 

                   opening events.  A good day was had by those who attended and the weather remained fine.
                   He thanked all those councillors and R. Newport and M. Rankin who had helped with the 

                   arrangements and on the day.  Special thanks went Councillors Mrs. A. Dykes, Mrs. 

                   B. Newport and Mrs. A Schlichting who had baked cakes etc.  Their efforts were also 

                   appreciated by those who took part in the football competition and were sufficiently 

                   impressed for a local member of the community to photograph what they had laid out.

                   Val Shaw (the Vice-Chairman of the VWHDC) and Nicola Blackwood MP officially opened 

                   the MUGA, Trim Trail and Copse Project.  Keith Parker of Park Leisure kindly refereed the 

                   football competition and donated a winners trophy and medals for the finalists.  The Parish 

      Council agreed that all those who had competed but not reached the finals would also receive 

a medal too to celebrate the Grand Opening event and purchase them shortly. 
             Many thanks to Dr. Curt Lamberth and Dr. Judy Webb who undertook highly successful

                   tours of the Copse, Fenland and hydrology works.  The Parish Council has received positive 

                   feedback from local residents who were very appreciative of their immense expert

                   knowledge and understanding of the copse and fenland. 

                   The Parish Council has been asked to make the tours and football competition into an annual 

                   event.  
         4).      Review of the Remembrance Day Service

                   The Chairman of the Remembrance Day Sub-Committee, Councillor E. Batts and the NHPC 

Chairman, Councillor Newport reported on the service.  Numbers were slightly down due to 

the overcast weather, but an estimated 700+ had attended.  A few days prior to the service 

there had been excellent coverage of the event by Radio Oxford.  The Rev. Hedley Feast did an excellent address and many commented on this.  There was no fly past this year due to the low height of the clouds.  

The Parish Council had received many nice compliments from people who had attended the 

                   service, some travelling from Surrey, Kent, Devon, Birmingham and Leamington Spa.

                   The Oxford Mail published a letter about the only Greek soldier buried in the cemetery.
         5).      Request to Use the Community Orchard for the 2011 North Hinksey Horticultural 

                   Society’s Show 2011
                   Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes, having declared a personal and prejudicial interest took no part in 

                   the debate or decision making process in relation to this item.
                   Councillors considered the request from Jane Chapman, Secretary, North Hinksey 

                   Horticultural Society to use the Community Orchard for the 2011 show. It was 

                   UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that: - 
                   a).  Approval should be given for the 2011 show, after which events would be reviewed.

                   b).  No vehicles to be allowed in the Community Orchard.  

                   c).  North Hinksey Horticultural Society to provide evidence of a current public liability

                         insurance certificate to cover the period of the show.  A copy to be shown to the Parish 

                         Clerk.

                   d).  After the event all rubbish to be taken away by the organisers of the event.
                   Councillor E. Batts reminded Councillor Mrs. A Dykes that if there had been significant 

                   rainfall, the lower part of the orchard would be boggy and could be partly under surface 

                   water. 
         6).      Seacourt Retail Park – Planning Application  
                   Councillors NOTED that the Planning Committee had considered this application on 

                   Thursday 18th November 2010.  Advice had been sought from two independent bodies on 

                   whether the removal of the petrol filling station constituted grounds for objecting to the 

                   planning application.  The advice received was that it did not constitute valid grounds for 

                   objecting to the planning application.  The Planning Committee had AGREED to raise local 

                   concerns about the removal of the petrol station in an additional submission to the Vale of 

                   White Horse DC.  Members of the public present at the meeting had been encouraged to 

                   submit their own objections in writing to the Vale of White Horse DC as the planning 

                   authority. 

                   Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett enquired who the independent bodies were who had offered 

                   advice.  Councillor Mrs. B Newport started that one was the V.W.H.D.C. and Councillor E. 

                   Batts stated the other body was advice from the Councillor’s Association, which he received 

                   as a member of that association.

                   Councillor M. Harper reminded councillors that they could reply to the Vale as individuals.

         7).      Supplementary Estimate Request

                   Louie Memorial Pavilion

                   The Parish Clerk explained that all works had now been completed to cover expenditure at 
                   the Louie Memorial Pavilion following the two break-ins in April 2010.  Urgent works were 
                   undertaken for health and safety reasons and to secure the building and its contents.  Internal 

                   works were complete and included replacing a number of damaged internal doors and 
                   surrounds, installing a security front door, other smaller internal works to clean up and repair 
                   minor damage and additional electrical/external lighting works.  

                   Councillors were asked to APPROVE a retrospective supplementary estimate request of 

                   £2,400 from the Playing Field and Pavilion Re-Development Fund to cover the expenditure. 
                   The Parish Clerk confirmed to Councillor Mrs. J. Godden that the expenditure incurred was 

                   to re-instate the building and did not include any internal improvements.  Following a 

                   question from Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett, he stated that the cost had not been claimed 
                   from the insurance company as the resultant excess and increased premiums would out-
                   weigh the cost of the repair.  Council also had to take into account that currently insurance 
                   companies were trying to off-load covering pavilions/centres which were not staffed during 
                   the day and in isolated locations.  The pavilion now had a security front door, a reinforced 
                   back door and all windows were protected by internal and external grills. 

                   Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett did not support approval of the supplementary estimate as she 

                   considered too much money was being spent on the playing fields area.  

                   Councillor P. Pheysey-Jones proposed and Councillor Mrs. A. Dykes seconded the 

                   resolution that ‘Council APPROVE a retrospective supplementary estimate request of 

                   £2,400 from the Playing Field and Pavilion Re-Development Fund to cover expenditure 
                   at the Louie Memorial Pavilion following the two break-ins in April 2010.  

                   Councillors voted by 10 votes to 0 votes to SUPPORT the resolution.  Councillor Mrs J. 
                   Hammett abstained from voting and the Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. Newport did 
                   not vote.
         8).     Circulation of the Annual Council Newsletter – February 2011

                  Councillors discussed whether to continue with the current practice of producing an Annual 
                  Council Newsletter and to arrange for it to be delivered by councillors in February 2011.  

                  This had been the practice for many years, until the Council paid for the newsletter to be 

                  included in The Sprout Magazine.  Last year as a result of limited space being available in 

                  the magazine Council had returned to its previous practice of producing and delivering the 

                  newsletter.  
                  Councillors M. Harper and P. Pheysey-Jones supported this method as it enabled councillors 
                  to deliver the newsletter in areas other than where they lived, so they could meet different 
                  parishioners and better appreciate other local issues.  Councillor E. Batts, A. Hardiman and 
                  P. Stevens were also in favour of self-delivery for the same reason and because it overcame 
                  the lack of space issue that had arisen in previous years.  Councillor Mrs. A. Schlichting  

                  supported the idea that councillors delivered the newsletter, but felt that it would also be 

                  beneficial if a small bullet pointed article was included in The Sprout Magazine, with full 

                  details in the newsletter.  Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett believed the newsletter should be 

                  included in The Sprout magazine as to her knowledge parishioners did not often read leaflets
                  put through the letterboxes.  
                  Councillor M. Harper proposed and Councillor E. Batts seconded the resolution that 
                  ‘the Annual Newsletter in February 2011 should be distributed by councillors’. 
                  Councillors SUPPORTED the resolution by 10 votes to 2 votes (Councillor Mrs J. 
                  Hammett voting against as she believed the newsletter should be included in The  

                  Sprout Magazine and Councillor Mrs. A. Schlichting voting against as although 

                  she supported the newsletter being delivered by councillors she also believed that an 

                  abbreviated version should be included in The Sprout Magazine).
         9).     Highways and Litter Issues

                         Councillor E. Batts as the Parish Transport Representative reported that he had been 

                         approached by residents in North Hinksey Village to enquire what had happened regarding 

                         the provision of salt bins.  He had spoken with the County Highways Depot who had 

                         confirmed they were still waiting for details of the locations.  He had now spoken with the 

                         residents and had passed the suggested locations to the Drayton Depot.  He also briefly 

                         referred to the proposed electrification of the rail line to Oxford.

                         Councillor Batts had recently reminded the Drayton Depot of the reported pot-hole problems 

                         in North Hinksey Lane.  The Parish Clerk confirmed he had reported the damaged dog bin in 

                         West Way.  He encouraged councillors to separately report problems through the 

                         Vale/County internet reporting web-page ‘Report It’, as the more people who reported the 

                         problem, the quicker the response.  
10/84      REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.

               County Council
               County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden informed the meeting that that there was an argument between 
               the County Council and District Councils about the method of parking and parking spaces in new 
               developments.  Once resolved it should lead to a county wide single policy.

               The Boundaries Commission were instigating a review of County Council Electoral Divisions.  In 

               Oxfordshire the review was originally needed in Witney, where due to recent developments some 

               divisions were now of the wrong size.  Following a review in 2005, the currently ideal figure is 

               6,500 electors.  However, the County Council has now decided to review the whole of its electoral 
               divisions, with a view of creating divisions of a size of 8,500 electors, which could result in a 

               reduction of 10 County Councillors (from the current 73 to 63) at the 2013 elections.  It was 

               anticipated that the review would cost the Boundaries Commission £185,000 to undertake the 

               Oxfordshire review.  
               Parish Councillor E. Batts informed the meeting that he had recently attended the Boundary

               Commission’s presentation for Oxfordshire, where it was stated that the County was over 

               represented in relation to other parts of the country. 
               District Council

               There were no District Councillors present at the meeting.


10/85      OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED

               Commonwealth War Graves Comm.
Annual Report 2009/2010 

                Commission
                Environment Agency

    
Short Term Measures for Willow Walk – Flood Works

                NHS Oxfordshire 



 
Notification that their quarterly ‘HealthNews’ Magazine 
                                 




will no longer be produced as a cost saving measure.
                OPFA                                      

 AGM arrangements.   
                ORCC                                           
90th Birthday Review – Autumn/Winter 2010
                NALC                                           
Direct Information Circulars  745/746

                UK Skate Parks



    
Brochure on skateparks.

10/86     ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

               Ch. No.
 Payee


Expenditure



               Amount  


101957
A. J. Stone (Petty Cash)
Stationery, 100 x 1st Class stamps, Pavilion
£    120.99
                                                               supplies and cleaning materials.


101958
B. A. Newport

Plaque engraving for Community Orchard seats
£    108.10

              101959        Botley WI


Provision of beverages etc. after Remembrance   £      50.00

                                                                               Day Service 2010   (Section 137 expenditure)

              101960       Oxon County Youth             Payment for playing at the Remembrance Day
£    120.00

                                 Brass Ensemble  

Service 2010   (Section 137 expenditure)

              101961
South & Vale Carers            Grant 2010   (Section 137 expenditure)                £    200.00

    


Centre

              101962       Cheque cancelled                  Wrong Amount  

              101963       Rigby Taylor Ltd.

Snowcall 80 line marker



 £   187.41

              101964 
Oxon CC


Printing Remembrance Day Service Sheets
 £     71.00

                                                                               (Section 137 expenditure)

              101965
G. Sillman


Various works at the Allotments, Community      £4,349.10

                                                                               Orchard, Playing Fields, Removal of over-

                                                                               hanging vegetation and on Laburnum Road,

                                                                               noticeboard. 

             101966        A. J. Stone 


November Net Salary + 50% Broadband

  £  925.12
             101967        R. S. Newport                       Safety Checks and Litter Picking  28/10/2010 –    £  139.65

                                                                               01/12/2010  (5 weeks)


101968       M. Rankin


P/T Pavilion Caretaker – November 2010 
   £ 136.95

              101969       Abingdon & District CAB
Grant 2011/2012



   £ 200.00                                                                    
                                                                                 

Total Expenditure 
              £6,608.32 
 10/87     DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 

          9th December 2010 

Planning Committee  (7.45pm) 

               16th December 2010

Parish Council   (7.30pm)   (Please note start time)
                 6th January 2011


Allotments Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

                 6th January 2011          Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

               13th January 2011          Finance & General Purposes Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)

               20th January 2011  


Recreation and Amenities Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

               20th January 2011  


Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

               27th January 2011          Council  (8.00pm) 

              Council then passed the following resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
              Act 1960 Section1, extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 100 that the following 
              item is confidential as it involves the discussion of an employee’s contract of employment and 

              terms/conditions and as such the press and public are excluded from this part of the meeting.
               This part of the meeting finished at 9.00pm

