NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 27th NOVEMBER   2008, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
     The Chairman of the Parish Council Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport and Councillors   

                               Mrs. J. Bartlam, E. Batts, Mrs. A. Dykes, S. Elliott, M. Harper, Mrs. J. C. Laver,

                               G. P. Parkhurst, P. C. Pheysey-Jones, P. C. Stevens and Mrs. V. Warner. 

Others Present:      Mr. Miller and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

08/89     
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. J. Godden, N. Q. Khan, 

                  T. Whiting and District Councillor T. Quinlan. 

08/90   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


      There were no declarations of interest. all Management Committee.
08/91
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ONLY

                
 There were no items raised by members of the public. 

  08/92     
URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL

                     It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Council Matters 1).  Proposed Road works – Cumnor 

                     Hill should be discussed under this heading as the representatives from Jacobs and Oxfordshire 

                     County Council needed to get away as soon as possible.



      Paul Rowarth (Project Director, Jacobs) briefly outlined the subsidence problems on Cumnor 

                     Hill and the need to ensure environmentally friendly works due to badger sets.  It would now 

                     appear that there are no badgers on-site and it has been assumed that they have found new locally 

                     based sets.  

                     It was estimated that works would start on 8th December and apart from the Christmas closedown 

                     continue until around 12th March 2009.  Scottish and Southern Electric would start diverting their 

                     overhead cables on 8th December 2008.  They need to do this to take them away from areas  

                     where pile driving is required.  Scotia Gas also need to divert their gas main away from the 

                     works to avoid any fractures of their mains.  They will commence laying their new main in the 

                     outbound westerly lane prior to Jacobs work starting.  Both sets of work will be controlled by 

                     traffic lights. 

                      Jacobs hope to start work around 12th January and will eventually need to close Cumnor Hill 

                     between Arnolds Way and Delamare Way for approximately four weeks, whilst the piling 

                     operation takes place.  A road closure order had been issued for a 6 weeks period starting on 26th 

                     January 2009.  During the works pedestrians will still be able to walk up Cumnor Hill.  



      John Hammond (O.C.C. Transport Partner) confirmed that funding had been provided for a 

                     shuttle bus (Whites Coaches) to link Chawley and Cumnor Hill with the Elms Parade area 

                     and services delivered there.




      The No. 4 service would be diverted along the Eynsham Road to the A420, then direct to 

                     Cumnor, which would also be the route for the 4a and 4b Stagecoach buses would go direct to 

                     Cumnor along the A420. 




      Jacobs would be doing a mail drop to approximately 4,000 properties in the affected area, before  
      works start and Gerald Evans (Jacobs) would e-mail N.H.P.C. on progress and the dates of any 

                     future Jacobs driven meetings and the O.C.C. website would have a dedicated works page.

                     progress.
08/93
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

            i).   The PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Thursday 23rd October 2008, were AGREED as 

                  an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.

           ii).   The PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS held on:

                  Thursday 25th September 2008 and Thursday 6th November 2008, were AGREED as an 

                  accurate records and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.  

08/94
APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES

                  i).   The minutes of the NORTH HINKSEY NATURE RESERVE SUB-COMMITTEE held on

                        Thursday 6th November 2008, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the 

                        Chairman of the Parish Council:

08/95         CLERKS REPORT
     


 Councillors NOTED the following: -

  1).  Playing Fields

 Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks - Update

 Children’s Play Area – Lower Playing Field

The large roundabout appeared to be running smoothly and some additional soil had been 

added to the exposed trip areas.  Graham Sillman would check to see whether the other items 

identified in his earlier report have been corrected.
  2). 
Procedural Arrangements

         The Parish Council’s agreed procedure in dealing with the press or media as contained in 

         Standing Order 72, on page 27 of Part 11: Standing Orders for Local Councils (pink paper).  

         (Copy circulated by e-mail or post) 

  3).
Christmas Meal 

         Councillors were unable to agree to have a meal following the PC meeting on 18th December 

         2008 and decided to discuss this item at the December 2008 meeting.  

4).   Street Names – Development of 38 apartments at Elms Road, Botley

       The V.W.H.D.C. had advised the council that the developer had named the road Nursery 

       Close.       

 5).   Budget and Council Tax Calculation for 2009/2010

         That the F & GP Sub-Committee considered the draft budget for 2009/2010 at its meeting on 

         27th November 2008 and the sub-committee’s recommendations would be reported to 

         Council at the meeting on 18th December, when councillors would be asked to agree a final 

         ‘Revised’ budget for 2008/2009 and an ‘Original’ budget for 2009/2010.
        6).    Christmas Lights – Seacourt Hall

                Graham Sillman had again kindly agreed to put up the lights on the outside of Seacourt Hall 

                towards the end of November 2008.  He would not charge for his services as his contribution 

                to the local community.  
7).    Healthy Communities Peer Review - V.W.H.D.C. 

        The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport had attended the meeting.  Apparently the Vale had requested a critical friend type report from the I&Dea on their activities.  Comments from the small parish council representatives were generally supportive but all felt that communications with them by the Vale could be improved.  Their report will be ready in six weeks and they were suggesting that the District Council shared the findings with those present. 

8).   Correspondence  – Details for Councillors Information

       Councillors NOTED that: -

        The Council had received the following details/sent the following correspondence or 

         arranged the following meetings: -

      i).  A phone call and a warning letter from Mike Trumper, Environment Agency reminding 

            the council of its responsibilities in relation to the problem that arose because of a 

            scaffolding and decking structure, which protruded from allotment land over the Seacourt 

            Stream.  Councillors NOTED that the structure has now been removed. 
      ii).  As requested a letter, including a copy of the correspondence from the Seacourt Hall 

            Management Committee, had been sent to the V.W.H.D.C. about the need to undertake   

            roof repairs.  To date no reply had been received.

     iii).  A letter from Irene Gill, Oxford CND, to Councillor Mrs. B. Newport, requesting 

            that she be allowed to attend a Parish Council meeting, open to the public, to show a film 

            about nuclear convoys travelling the A34 in our area.

     iv).  A response from Councillor Mrs. Newport to Irene Gill informing her that the Parish 

             Council had to be careful that it did not open up to pressure groups using the system to 

            further their concerns, even if they were laudable, and suggesting that she contacts the 

            local MP, Dr Evan Harris and the Highways Agency as the A34 is a trunk road and as 

            such is not administered by Oxfordshire County Council. 

      08/96         COUNCIL MATTERS




 1).   Proposed Road Works – Cumnor Hill

                               See U/B item 08/92.               




 2).   Future Development in the Vale – Core Strategy Preferred Options

                                The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs B. A. Newport and the Parish Clerk 

                                briefly discussed the outcome of a recent meeting with Vale Planning Officers.  The Clerk 

                                circulated photocopies of the ‘Vision and Objectives for Botley’ and the ‘Preferred Strategy 

                                for Botley’ sections of the Vale’s published ‘Preferred Strategy Document’.  Work was 

                                continuing on the new Local Development Frameworks and Core Strategies to 2026.  The 

                                document had a much wider remit than the current Local Plans.
                         3).  Supplementary Estimates Report

                         Councillors CONSIDERED the circulated ‘supplementary Estimate Report’, for the current 

                         financial year only.  Councillors DID NOT SUPPORT the proposed estimate for a new 

                         computerised planning register as they believed details were available on the Vale’s web-site. 

                         Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor S. Elliott seconded the resolution that the 

                         following supplementary estimates for 2008/2009 only should be approved: -

     
            Allotments Sub-Committee

                         a).   Removal of Tree on Allotment Site     (2008/2009 only)    

£  575
                         b).   Gravel Path    (2008/2009 only)




£  150

                         North Hinksey Nature Reserve      




                         a).    Removal of Silt in Stream     (2008/2009 only)                                  £  700

                         b).   Additional Safety Strips - Wooden Bridge  (2008/2009 only)
£  430
                                                                                                                        Total               £1,855.
                         Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                        4).   Appointment of the Internal Auditor for the 2008/2009 Accounts

                               Councillors S. Elliott proposed and Councillor M. Harper seconded the resolution that 

                               ‘BR Consulting Ltd. be re-appointed as the Council’s Internal Auditor for the 

                                2008/2009 accounts’. 

                       Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution. 

                 5).    Meeting with Matthew Arnold School 

                         The Chairman of the Parish Council, Mrs. B. A. Newport and the Parish Clerk reported on a 

                          recent meeting with Mr. Shadbolt, Deputy Headmaster, Matthew Arnold School.  The 

                          meeting had been very useful and a number of issues were discussed ranging from use of the 

                          children’s play equipment, the proposed development of the L.M. playing fields and 

                          possible joint use of the L.M. Pavilion and sports ground.   

                          Once the Parish Clerk had completed the council’s budgeting exercise he would produce a 

                          questionnaire to seek the views of older children at the school in relation to the provision of 

                          play and recreational equipment.  Mr. Shadbolt would circulate the questionnaire within the 

                          school and seek representation on the Friends of the L.M. Playing Fields Group. 

                          Action:  The Parish Clerk to produce a questionnaire.

                          It was also noted that the Parish Council had been approached for a grant of £100.00 as a 

                          contribution towards a magical ‘Winterlight’ arts project Matthew Arnold School is 

                          mounting in a disused shop (7 Westway) in Botley shopping centre this Christmas. 

                          The V.W.H.D.C’s North East Area Committee is willing to award them a grant so that they 

                          can make up the £500 still needed to deliver the project.


Councillor E. Batts proposed and Councillor S. Elliott seconded the resolution that ‘the 

                          Parish Councils approves a £100 grant towards the cost of the ‘Winterlight’ arts 

                          project in the Westway Shopping Centre.  



Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.

                    6).    Car Park Area – Lower Playing Field





    The Chairman of the Playing Fields Sub-Committee, Councillor E. Batts reported that 

                            vehicles had again been driven on the grassed areas of the L.M. ‘Lower’ playing field which 

                            had resulted in damage to the grassed areas.  The work to put up posts to stop access to the 

                            grassed areas was proceeding well and would hopefully be finished by the weekend.  In the 

                            meantime Councillor Batts had been locking the gates to the car park at night and opening 

                            them in the morning.

                            The Chairman of the Parish Council, Mrs. B. A. Newport thanked Councillor Batts for    

                            undertaking the task. 

7).   Allotments - Provision of a Well Based Water Source

       The Chairman of the Allotments Sub-Committee, Councillor Mrs. J. C. Laver reported that 

       the pump was now installed and working well.  Anonymous donations of £50 had been 

       received towards the overall cost of providing the pump and water source. 

8).  Seacourt Hall – Up to Date Financial Statement re: Roof Repairs

   Councillor E. Batts as Secretary/Treasurer of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee produced a paper that showed Seacourt Hall balances of £8,865.  Councillor Batts informed the meeting that approximately 50% of this money was already earmarked for internal redecorations and there were a number of outstanding bills and rental income.

   Councillors NOTED the figures.
  9).   Choice of Speaker at the Remembrance Day Service 2009 

         Councillors were asked to DECIDE who they would like the Chairman of the Remembrance Day Sub-Committee, Councillor E. Batts to approach to see if that person would agree to be the Speaker at the 2009 service, if available. 
         The following individuals had been suggested by the Remembrance Day Sub-Committee: -
         Sir Hugo Brunner  (Retired Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire) - Nominated by Cllr. Mrs. B. Newport.

         The Bishop of Oxford - Nominated by Cllr. P. Stevens.

         Monsignor John Nelson, a representative of the Armed Services, who has had recent experience of tours of duty in areas of conflict - Nominated by Cllr. E. Batts.      

         Councillor Batts subsequently withdrew his nomination as he believed that Monsignor John 

         Nelson might be on active service next year.

         Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Councillor Batts should approach the Bishop of Oxford for the 2009 service, Sir Hugo Brunner for the 2010 service and Monsignor John Nelson for the 2011 service.         

10).   Local Community Flood Groups in the Vale Meeting 

       Councillor Mrs. J. Bartlam reported that no real progress had been made concerning the formation of a local flood group.  Finances suggested at the meeting do not appeared to have been approved by the V.W.H.D.C. and there was uncertainty as to whether the group or Parish Council would be expected to pick up any of the flood duties that the V.W.H.D.C. did at present.  

      An approach had been made to Kevin Minns (Minns Business Park) to see if he was interested in being part of a flood group, but no reply had been received.  

       Action:  Councillor Mrs. J. Bartlam to forward a copy of the relevant papers to Ag MacKeith, as Secretary of the Old Botley Residents Association.
   11).  Festive Safety Event – Seacourt Hall – Saturday 13th December 2008

       The Chairman of the Parish Council, Mrs. B. A. Newport reminded councillors of the safety event at the Seacourt Hall, between 9.00am and 12 noon.  There would be various local agencies present including representatives from the Parish Council.  Councillors were  

       encouraged to attend the event.  

12).   Friends of the Louie Memorial Playing Fields Group

       There was no further debate on this item as it had already been discussed under Item 08/96/5- 

                         Meeting with Matthew Arnold School. 

               13).    Progress of the Parish Action Plan
                         Councillor P. C. Stevens and G. P. Parkhurst confirmed that the proposed Christmas 

                         Festival in the Botley Precinct had been cancelled for a number of reasons.  It was hoped to 

                         some sort of an event in the new year. 

                         The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs. B. A. Newport enquired whether the grant of £300 for the Christmas Festival had been repaid as Councillor Stevens had stated at the last meeting that he would inform the Parish Plan Steering Group’s Treasurer that if the event did not go ahead the money should be returned.  Councillor Stevens confirmed he had made this request.  The Parish Clerk confirmed that no money had been returned to the Parish Council.

                          Action:  The Parish Clerk to write to the Chairman of the Parish Plan Steering Group to remind them of the need to return the £300.00 grant.




Councillor Parkhurst informed the meeting that progress was now being made on publishing draft versions of some of the subjects headings and the group was becoming more focused on getting the first version of the Parish Plan printed.   

08/97       REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS.



County Council

 No report.
   District Council
    No report.
 08/98        OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED


               Oxfordshire C.C.





Pension Fund Forum




  V.W.H. D.C.





Vale Youth magazine (VYM) magazine – 1st Issue




Information Commissioners Office

Renewal of Data Protection Registration.




BR Consulting 





Audit renewal letter 




Abingdon & Dist. CAB


Thank You letter for grant aid.




South and Vale Carers Centre 

Thank You letter for grant aid. 

   
Graham Hawker



Louie Memorial Playing Fields Habitats and 

                                                                                           Management Report




NALC




Direct Information Service No’s 695 & 696 

08/99        ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.

                  Ch. No.
Payee


Expenditure



               Amount  


   101656
Information Comm.

Data Protection Entry Renewal 


£     35.00


   101657 
Abingdon & Dist. CAB
Grant 2008/2009



£   200.00                                                                              

   101658
South & Vales Carers Ctr.
Grant 2008/2009  (Section 137 Expenditure)
£   200.00


   101659
Graham Sillman

Balance Disabled Footpath bill, not covered
£   143.00








by Lottery Grant


   101660
G. P. Hawker

Louie Memorial PF Habitats & Man. Report 
£   540.00


   101661
T. H. Neale


Grass cutting NH village green, churchyard,
£   112.00








and NHNR – October 2008


   101662
A. J. Baxter


Grass cutting at playing fields – October 2008 
£     18.98


   101663
Oxford City Council
Printing Remembrance Day Service Sheets
£     63.00








(Section 137 Expenditure)


   101664
Royal BL Poppy Appeal
Purchase of Wreaths for Remembrance Day
£     90.00

                                                                               Service (Section 137 Exp.) (To be reclaimed)


   101665
Radio Cherwell

Fee for use of PA systems at Rem. Day Service  £    100.00








(Section 137 Expenditure)


   101666
Oxon County Youth            Fee for Playing at the Rem. Day Service
£   120.00




Brass Ensemble

(Section 137 Expenditure)


   101667
Botley W.I.


Re-imbursement of Cost of Providing 

£     50.00








Refreshments after Rem. Day Service 








(Section 137 Expenditure)


   101668
Christopher Strong

Divining Fee – Allotments


£   125.00  


   101669
Macklin Geotech Ltd.
Cost of Drilling Well on Allotments

£2,433.43


   101670
Mrs. J. Bartlam

Re-imbursement for Wild Daffodil Bulbs for
£     40.00








N.H.N.R.


   101671
Darbys Solicitors LLP
Fees for Work Re: Trespass.


£   729.56

                101672
A. R. Honey

Safety Checks and Litter Picking

£   138.25



(30/10/2008-3/12/2008 5 weeks at £27.65) 


                101673
M. Rankin


P/T Caretaker at Pavilion etc. – November 2008
£   135.60


   101674
A. J. Stone (Petty Cash)
300 x 1st class, 100 2nd class, 50 1st class large     £   316.68

                                                                              stamps, petrol mower for football pitch lines,




                                             safety glasses for strimmer, pavilion cleaning

                                                                              materials, temp. name plates, car parking etc.


   101675
Society of Local Council
Membership subscription 2009


£   166.00




Clerks


   101676
G. Sillman


Prepare and apply coats of protective to 3
£   300.00 

                                                                               hardwood benches in NHNR.


   101677
Mrs. J. C. Laver

Re-imbursement for purchase of 11 bags of
£     22.93








postcrete for surface base to well. 

                101678     A. J. Stone
Net Salary November 2008 + Back Pay 

£1,443.21 


   101679     A. J. Stone
Travel Claim + 50% Broadband (November 08)
£     61.71

   
   101680     O.P.F.A.
Subscription 2008/2009



£     45.00
                 Total Expenditure                              £7,629.35

 08/100      DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 

   27th November 2008 
Allotments Sub-Committee  (7.00pm)

   27th November 2008  
F & GP Sub-Committee  (7.30pm)

   27th November 2008         Council  (8.00pm)

   11th December 2008          Planning Committee  (7.45pm)

   18th December 2008 
Council  (8.00pm) 

This meeting finished at 9.40pm

