Parish Council Responsibilities include:
· Allotments

· Consideration/comments on

    Planning applications to the     

    District Council

· Playing Fields, including the

    football pitch, skatebowl and 

    children’s play area 

· Louie Memorial Pavilion

· Copse & concrete path between 
    Cedar & Hurst Rise Roads
· Maintenance/upkeep of parish

    owned land and buildings

· Parish owned bus shelters
    notice boards and seats

· Maintenance of the Parish 

    Council web-site

Parish Council Committees

and Sub-Committees
· Full Council (meet monthly 

    apart from August)

· Planning (meet generally 

    every 3 weeks)

· Finance and General Purposes

· Allotments Sub-Committee

· Highways Sub-Committee

· Playing Fields Sub-Committee

· Remembrance Day Sub- 
    Committee

Useful Telephone Numbers.
Vale of White Horse D C

Abbey House   01235 520202 
Oxford City Council–Town Hall

01865 249811

Oxfordshire County Council

County Hall   01865 792422

Oxfordshire C.C. Highways

(Potholes, and other local

 highways problems (not A34)) 

0845 310 11 11

Mott McDonald Customer 

Services A34 problems

0845 7419478

Bus Shelter problems 01865 861992

Thames Water Customer Care

Line Smelling drains, water and flooding problems  0845 200800

Thames Valley Police

Non-Emergency Calls 08458

505 505 

Local Area Beat Officer – 

01235 556888

Neighbourhood Watch

Administrator 01235 556938

Parish Council Chairman’s Foreword
I hope you will find this newsletter useful and of interest.  It has been a very busy year, with difficult times but also successes.  The lovely Nature Reserve has won 
an award and a new Community Orchard has been started, so thanks to all those who have contributed to the successes.  

I would like to thank our Parish Clerk, Alan Stone, for his hard work and commitment to our community.  His willingness to listen and help at all times is 

much appreciated.
Briony Newport (Chairman)
North Hinksey Parish Council
   Annual Parish Meeting

   This has been arranged for 

   Thursday 11th March 2010,

   at 7.30pm, in the Seacourt 
   Hall.  Refreshments will be  

   served from 7.00pm, to 
   allow for an informal chat 
   with Councillors before the
   meeting. 

   A representative of Thames 

   Valley Police will be invited to 

   discuss any policing issues 
   relating to the North Hinksey 

   and Botley areas.
   This is your opportunity 
   to discuss anything you 
   feel is important, or would 
   like the Parish Council or 
   Thames Valley Police to 
   consider, or undertake.  If 
   you wish to raise an issue, 
   please inform the Parish 
   Clerk in writing (e-mail will 
   do), by Monday 8th March 
   2010.

Parish Council Matters
Parish Council Precept
The Parish Council has agreed 

a budget precept of £64,155 for

2010/2011.  This equates to a weekly increase of 1.79pence
Parish Council Meetings

Parish Council meetings start at 8.00pm.  Planning Committee 

meetings start at 7.45pm. 

All scheduled meetings are held 
in the Seacourt Hall, Chapel Way, 

West Way, Botley, Oxford.
New Parish Councillor

Adam Hardiman has recently joined the Council.  He can be contacted on 
Oxford 721867.
Retired Parish Councillor

Graham Parkhurst has left the area and resigned from the Council due to work
commitments in Bristol.
The Council will soon start the process 

of seeking a replacement.  Details explaining the process to be followed 
will appear on the noticeboards and on 
the Council’s web-site.

Parish Web Site

(www.Northhinksey-pc.gov.uk)

The web-site includes details of meetings, agendas, minutes and other useful local information.  It contains a diary showing the date, time and venue of all scheduled meetings.

Comments/suggestions on its format, and the information it contains to Mike Harper ( Oxford 791452, or the Parish Clerk ( Oxford 861992

Parish Council Grants
The Parish Council has a small 

grants budget, from which it may 

be able to award grants to local 

organisations who demonstrate 

that they are open to and run for, 

the benefit of the residents of the 

North Hinksey Parish Council 
area.  For further information 
please contact the Parish Clerk 
( Oxford 861992

.

REPORT IT

Parish Councillors are aware of the frustration often experienced by residents due to the difficulty in  
identifying the correct council to contact when reporting problems, faults and queries.  If you have access 
to a computer this should now be a great deal easier as the Councils in Oxfordshire have now created an online reporting form. 
The 'Report It' facility makes it easier for people to report a range of problems from abandoned vehicles, anti-social behaviour to traffic light problems.  You don't have to know which authority is responsible for dealing with the problem - all you need to do is report the concern or query and the details are then sent to the relevant authority to deal with.  A confirmation response should be 
received to let you know that your submission has been received and forwarded to the correct council..
To use this facility or simply to 
view the contents of the web-site, please type in the following: 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.
uk/website/report_it_intro.asp
This is a most useful link and   should ensure that problems are dealt with as soon as possible.
Allotments
Community Orchard
So far 14 fruit trees have been planted at the new Community Orchard next to the WI Hall. A fuller report can be read in the February 2010 edition of The Sprout magazine.
Allotment Gates

During the year a number of the allotment gates have been replaced or repaired and by 31st March 2010, it is hoped that the majority of plots will have numbered markers.

Allotments for Hire

The Parish Council still has a few   allotments available for hire.

 Further details from Steve Elliott (Chairman of the Allotments Sub-Committee) ( Oxford 201817.
Best Kept Garden and Hanging Basket Competitions 2009  

The second annual competitions

took place on the 18th July and the weather was dry and pleasant.  Judges found it interesting walking around in seeing so many lovely displays and thanks go to all residents whose contributions 
made the area so attractive.
Many residents have thanked the Council for organising the competitions as they have resulted in an increase of interest in the colour and the attractiveness of the local area.
Results

Front Garden Competition

1st  29 Lime Road

2nd 34 Westminster Way

3rd Tudor House, N Hinksey Lane

43 commendations were awarded.

Hanging Basket Competition

1st  66 Yarnells Hill

2nd Arrundale, Lime Road

3rd 145 Southern By Pass
14 commendations were awarded.
Just to let you know that this year it will take place on Saturday, 3 July.  All the gardens in the parish viewed from the public streets are automatically included.  The aim 
is to encourage everyone again to have pride in their gardens for the enjoyment of all.  
Highways
Additional Noticeboard
Arrangements have been made 
for the provision of a new Parish Council noticeboard opposite the junction of Yarnells Road/North Hinksey Lane. Once installed the current smaller noticeboard will 
be for community use.
A34 Underpass  - Graffiti

           The murals of places of interest along the A34 underpass between Montagu Road and Stanley Close have been defaced by graffiti.   The murals have been   appreciated by many residents and the Council is exploring ways of trying to get them restored, but the graffiti will not be easily removed without risking further damage to the murals.
Dial a Ride Services                  The Vale provides a mini bus service to take and return elderly residents for travel purposes. 
Details from the District Council office ( 01235 520202                                                            The County Council is responsible for highways matters on all roads other than the A34, and should be contacted on highways issues. (0845 310 11 11
North Hinksey Nature Reserve

Work on the development side of the nature reserve is almost complete and energies are now being put into the ongoing maintenance and measures to 
encourage new wildlife and plants.  

Many thanks to Kevin Minns and those local residents who have helped with the development and maintenance of the site.

Oxford Preservation Trust Environmental Award 2009
The Nature Reserve was entered into the Landscape section for 
the Oxford Preservation Trust Awards 2009.  It was awarded 
the top Plaque and Certificate as the development provided both an area for wildlife protection as well as an attractive and enjoyable public space that increases access through the area. Thanks go to Kevin Minns for his support.
Planning
The major planning applications submitted for properties off Lime Road (Bovis Homes) and off Tilbury Lane, have not been progressed due to the economic climate.  The Council is of the opinion that both applications will be progressed in the future and will keep residents informed of 
any future planning applications for both sites.

The Council and other parish councils strongly objected to proposals the Vale were considering to bypass them and have some classes of planning objections only decided by the District Council’s Development Control Committee. The proposal is currently being reconsidered.
Playing Fields
Vandalism Problems  

The Parish Council welcomes 

the overall reduction in vandalism in the Louie Memorial playing fields, Copse and at the Pavilion. However there has been one major item of arson at the skatebowl in the ‘Upper’ playing field and on two different occasions dog bins have been vandalised.  The time and money that the Parish Council will have 
to spend in rectifying these is at 
the expense of other facilities 
and recreational improvements. 
Skatebowl Update 
The Parish Council has now received a report from nationally recognised skatebowl specialists, Gravity Engineering Limited on the damage done to the bowl.  In summary GE have found that the Bowl would be uneconomic to repair, at an estimated cost of £15K to £20K.  Indeed any such repairs would not be guaranteed by GE and so the NHPC would be unlikely to obtain public liability insurance and so would have to close the Bowl.  GE suggest either removing the bowl or filling it in.  A copy of the report will be placed in the Botley Reference Library and on the 
Council’s web-site: www.Northhinksey-pc.gov.uk. NHPC are currently awaiting a response from our insurers on this matter.
The Parish Council and the Police 
will prosecute any person found vandalising Parish Council property. Information received will be treated in confidence. 
Repair of the Upper Field Gates The Council is seeking quotes for the repair of the vandalised double entrance gates and supporting posts.  Unfortunately, these are not of a standard size, nor covered by the Council’s playing fields insurance.  The cost of replacing the gates will therefore have to come from money set aside to help purchase new or to upgrade existing play and recreational equipment for older children.
Litter
Litter still remains a problem even 
though the Council employees litter pick 4 times each week. The Council would also like to thank those local residents who also help to pick up litter.
Football Pitch
White Horse, Abingdon FC team are now using the football pitch as their home ground until the end of the football season. 
Anti-Social Behaviour 
In July 2009, Parish Council
helped to facilitate a meeting of local residents with representatives of Thames Valley Police to discuss
this problem  The meeting was informed that levels were no 
greater than other local areas, but residents were advised to report incidents.

Remembrance & Armistice Days The Remembrance Day Service 
was held in the War Graves Section, of Botley Cemetery, on Sunday 8th November, where between 600-700 people attended the service.                       Monsignor John Nelson, a Prelate of Honour, a title given personally by the Pope, gave a moving and most eloquent address. He served as a military Padre in Iraq and told how service personnel dealt with the death of their colleagues in 
the theatre of war.                                 At the end of the ceremony many  people took time to go round the  headstones and some placed  poppies and crosses on graves.  The Parish Council would like to thank the St. John Ambulance representatives who provided medical care at the service and the Botley WI who again provided tea, coffee and biscuits afterwards.                                    A short Armistice Day Service was held in the Precinct on Wednesday 11th November, at 11am to mark the two-minute silence.  We would like to thank Jack Parry from Matthew Arnold School for playing the ‘Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’.
Neighbourhood Action Group
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood 

Action Group (NAG) was set up 
by Thames Valley Police in 2007.

The group has representatives 
from parishes, local authorities 

and community organisations

from villages north of Abingdon.

Councillors Mrs. B. Newport and 

M. Harper are our current representatives.

Members meet every 6 -8 weeks
and this new way of collaboration
working has resulted in many 
issues being addressed and a 
bigger presence in this area by 

the Police.

TVP now produce monthly 
updates and these are put on the precinct noticeboard.  Two useful 
Environmental Audits have been
done in Botley/ North Hinksey with local representatives and the Police and problems and issues noted, many successfully completed.  

Thames Valley Police 

Local  PCSO’s
Councillors and the Parish Clerk continue to work with local Police officers and PCSO’s to help 
reduce vandalism and 
anti-social behaviour.  
The Council values this working relationship and thanks PC Carl 

Bryant, Lisa Prime and the other 

local PCSO’s for their excellent 

work.

Hire of Seacourt Hall
 Seacourt Hall is the community 
 hall for North Hinksey. It is 
 available for most types of bookings 
 and is especially popular for 
 children’s parties.  The building 
 consists of a large main hall which will 
 comfortably accommodate 75 
 people sitting down and there is 
 also a fully equipped kitchen area.        
 Upstairs is a smaller room which 
 can be used for meetings and will  

 accommodate 20 people.
 For hire charges and availability,

 please contact the Hall Manager 
 and Bookings Clerk, Eric Batts 
 on Oxford 728775.
Senior Clubs at Seacourt Hall
 Weekly

 Monday 2.15pm - Whist Drives

 Tuesdays 10.30pm - Gentle 
 Seated Exercise Class - Age 
 Concern  

 Alternative Weeks

 Thursday 12.30pm -  Luncheon 
 Club 

 Friday 2.15pm - Over 60’s Club

 (More members are very 
 welcome).

 For further details please see the 
 noticeboard in the entrance lobby 
 to Seacourt Hall.







